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CLOCKWORK White.-. Two Sea 
Kings from 846 Naval Air Squadron 
prepare to touch down in a frozen field near 
Bardufoss in northern Norway - pictured here by 
LA(Phot) Paul A’Barrow of R NAS Yeovil ton. 

The ‘Junglies’ of the Commando Helicopter Force 
are undergoing six weeks of intensive cold-weather 
training during their annual Clockwork deployment. 
See our centre pages for a special report from 
inside the Arctic Circle , 

Meanwhile at the foot of the earth, 

Antarctic survey ship HMS Endurance 

dashed to the rescue of a stricken 

cruise ship which struck rocks fl' ' -■jMr 

in Deception Island. Turn to 

page 20 for the fuil story. jjJP m/maBT 
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Satellite imagery courtesy of NASA 
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Fleet Focus 


MOST of the media attention this past month when it came to the 
Senior Service has focused upon the men of 3 Commando Brigade, 
whose offensive in Afghanistan is routing the Taleban (see opposite 
and pages 14 and 15). 

Elsewhere, after West Africa dominated operations towards 
the end of last year, the Gulf and Middle East have resumed their 
pre-eminent position as the crucible of Britain’s efforts on the high 
seas. 

Five surface ships, three squadrons and one specialist RM assault 
unit can be found in the Arabian Gulf or Indian Ocean. 

Elements of two Junglie air squadrons - 845 and 846 NAS - are 
still in Basra, as are 539 ASRM, who were at the heart of operations 
to damp down on terrorist activity this month (see page 9). 

Slightly further south, HMS Sutherland continues to guard the 
Iraqi oil platforms in the northern Gulf. She will soon be joined by 
HMS Cornwall (see page 4}, while Cornwall's sister Campbeltown 
is on a lightning tour of the region (turn to page £). 

The Commando Helicopter Force has been honing its winter 
flying skills inside the Arctic Circle with six weeks in Bardufoss, 
Norway, for its Clockwork deployment (see the centre page s). 

One crucial path on the road to Junglie - and Lynx, SAR and 
‘bagger' flying - is 705 NAS, whose vital work is championed on 
page 21, 

At the opposite Poie, icebreaker HMS Endurance has had a rich 
month or so, hosting Princess Anne {see right), and rushing to the 
aid of a stricken Norwegian cruise liner which ran aground {turn to 
page 20). 

Princess Anne also visited HM$ Dumbarton Castle, the Falkland^’ 
permanent guardship, which has been exercising with destroyer 
HMS Edinburgh; Eddie is on a lengthy South Atlantic tour, a tour 
lengthened by an experiment with l sea swap’ - swapping her entire 
ship’s company with that of HMS Exeter {see pages 16 and 17), 

The Hydrographic Squadron continues to be much in demand; 
HMS Scott has been in the Seychelles, Enterprise remains in 
Ghana and HMS Echo's Far Eastern odyssey has taken her to the 
shores of Japan (see opposite). Closer to home, HMS Gleaner, 
the RN’s smallest ship, can be found conducting survey work in 
Newcastle (we7/ have a feature on her in next month’s paper). 

Fleet flagship HMS Illustrious and her sister Ark Royal have 
both been at sea in UK waters; Lusty is shaking off the cobwebs 
of three months alongside (see right), Ark is in the throes of Basic 
Operational Sea Training {see page 5). 

Also being BGSTed is frigate HMS Westminster, although she 
did take a break from training to spend a weekend on the Dart in the 
shadow of Britannia Royal Naval College, 

The ships 5 companies of San down-cl ass mine countermeasures 
vessels HMS Blyth and Ramsey received a visit from the FOST 
team too, who thought the duo would welcome some top-up 
training in the Gulf at the beginning of their two-year stint in the 
region (see page 4). 

And talking of minehunters... Five could be found in the Solent on 
training missions as 2007 opened: HM Ships Pembroke, Walney, 
Quorn, Cattistock and Atherstone spent three weeks finding and 
blowing up old ordnance in less-than-charitable weather conditions 
(see page 10). 

It was even colder for HMS Brocklesby, who found herself 
wrapped in blizzards with a NATO minehunting force in the Baltic 

(see page 5). 

The gods were rather kinder to HMS Lancaster in the Caribbean; 
apart from chasing drug runners, her crew took part in independence 
celebrations on the island of Grenada {turn to page 13), 

WW2 veteran destroyer HMS Cavalier was brought back to life 
for a weekend when reservists trained aboard her (see page 78). 

Type 45 destroyer HMS Dauntless appears on our map for the 
first time; she was launched on the Clyde to a fanfare (see page 
26), 

And finally, the bell tolls for veteran assault ship HMS Intrepid 
which will finally be broken up (sorry, ‘recycled retirement 1 as 
Whitehall prefers to call it these days} 15 years after she last sailed 
(seepage 17). 



• The Princess Royal admires the displays at Port Lockroy, the former Antarctic research station which 
closed in 1962 and is now preserved as a museum 

Picture: LA(Phot) Kelly Whybrow, HMS Endurance 


Anne-tarctic visitor 


EIGHT thousand miles 
from home, the men and 
women of Her Majesty’s 
Ship Dumbarton Castle 
proudly showed off their 
vessel to Princess Anne 
as she paid a rare visit to 
the South Atlantic. 

'The Princess Royal flew to the 
opposite end of the globe for an 
eight-day visit accompanied by 
her husband Rear Admiral Tim 
Laurence to see the work of *DC’, 
HMS Endurancej British Antarctic 
Survey and other polar scientists. 

First stop was the Falkland?, and 
after landing at Mount Pleasant 
the royal party made straight for 
the islands’ guardship. 

As the titular head of women 
in the Royal Navy, the princess 
chatted with all female sailors 
currently stationed in the 
Falklands, both ashore and as 
members of DC’s ship’s company. 

As for her husband, he sat down 
to tea in the wardroom to talk to 
the patrol ship’s male fraternity 


about life half a world away from 
Blighty. 

Dumbarton Castle is enjoying 
the twilight months of a fruitful 
career. 

She will take part in 25th 
anniversary commemorations 
of the Falklands conflict in June 

- DC is one of the few surviving 
vessels from the war still in service 

- then head for Portsmouth to pay 
off while new patrol ship HMS 
Clyde takes over from her (see 
page 4). 

From DC, the Royal couple 
headed further south to join HMS 
Endurance on the edge of the 
frozen continent. 

In doing so. Princess Anne 
became the first British royal to 
visit sovereign ‘soil 1 in Antarctica 
in half a century (the last royal 
found in these parts was the Duke 
of Edinburgh in 1957), 

The princess is patron of the 
UK Antarctic Heritage Trust - and 
one key part of the tour was to visit 
the sites used by pioneering polar 
explorers. 

One of those, the former British 


base at Port Lockroy, is the only 
site in Antarctica which serves as a 
living museum. 

The second strand of the 
princess’ visit was to champion 
international co-operation on 
the frozen continent, visiting 
numerous ice stations* 

TTiis month marks the beginning 
of ‘International Polar Year’, 
celebrating research by numerous 
nations through the decades at 
both poles. 

The princess toured the British 
Antarctic Survey’s principal base 
at Roth era - home to around 100 
scientists who are studying issues 
as diverse as climate change and 
ozone depletion. 

Off Rothcra, Endurance’s chefs 
staged an *ice barbecue 5 on the 
icebreaker’s flight deck for the 
royal party and BAS team, while 
Endurance’s band. The Growlers 
provided the musical accompani¬ 
ment. 

The Royals then continued their 
tour with visits to a US scientific 
centre, Palmer station, and a 
Ukrainian research base. 


Lusty's back 
at sea 

AFTER a winter break in 
Portsmouth, Fleet flagship 
HMS Illustrious has dusted 
off the cobwebs accumulated 
during three months 
alongside to prepare for an 
impending deployment to the 
Mediterranean, 

Her final week alongside 
was spent on ‘RTF 1 - Recovery 
Training Period - with the 
ship's company dedicated 
to completing preparations 
for returning to sea after a 
prolonged time in harbour. 

RTP ended with a ‘fast cruise 5 
- not a dash around the Solent, 
but a rather surreal exercise 
where the ship pretends to go 
to sea, but remains firmly tied 
to the jetty. 

The ‘cruise 5 allows the whole 
ship to test her routines and 
ensure that every sailor on 
board knows where they need 
to be, and what they need to 
do in almost every imaginable 
scenario - fire, flood, attack by 
enemy aircraft, or something 
a little more ‘routine’ such as 
sailing into fog. 

Having practised going to 
sea. Lusty did it for real, where 
the RTP work continued and 
flying operations by Fleet Air 
Arm helicopters resumed. 

Crash victims 
remembered 

GREEN beret Joe Windall and 13 
Army and RAF comrades were 
hailed as “a band of brothers who 
made the ultimate sacrifice” at a 
memorial service. 

The Royal Marine 
communications specialist was 
killed with all RAF aircrew and a 
paratrooper when their Nimrod 
surveillance aircraft crashed on 
a mission over Afghanistan in 
September last year. 

The Duke of Edinburgh led 
those paying their respects at 
RAF Kinloss in Grampian, home 
of the Nimrod and 120 Squadron 
which operates it. 

Around 1,800 people attended 
the service - not merely Britons 
but also Canadians, Australians 
and New Zealanders - “a 
congregation of people,” said 
air station commander Gp 
Capt Jerry Kessell, “united in 
one mind in paying tribute to a 
band of brothers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.” 
























Belle of the 
Seychelles 

PICKING up where she left off 
more than 18 months ago, survey 
ship HMS Scott returned to the 
Indian Ocean and waters around 
the Seychelles to resume charting 
the oceans, 

Scott was battered by ferocious 
storms o ff southern Africa at the 
turn of the year; when the waves 
subsided, the ship found herself 
in Durban to top up with fuel, 
allowing crew to paint the sides 
and obliterate any of that nasty 
rust caused by the elements. 

Then it was off to the 
Seychelles, a journey broken off 
briefly for the obligatory ‘hands 
to bathe’. 

Bathe Scott’s ship’s company 
did with the admonition from 
the First Lieutenant that they 
were (i on no account to be eaten 
by sharks”. Sharpshooters were 
posted on the bridge wing and 
in the sea boat just in case Jaws 
materialised (he didn’t). 

The Seychelles were in the 
grip of monsoon season when 
the Devonport-based survey 
ship arrived off the largest island 
(Mahe), the first RN vessel to 
visit the chain since late 2005. 

Still, the rain stopped neither 
visitors (Scott hosted numerous 
islanders, civic dignitaries 
and youngsters from a local 
orphanage), nor exploration as 
sailors clambered on to buses to 
tour Mahe (all 155 square miles 
of it). 

As well as a cocktail party 
aboard the ship for the islands’ 
bigwigs, Britain’s High 
Commissioner on the island, 
Diana Skingle, repaid the 
hospitality by inviting officers and 
senior ratings to a reception in her 
official residence, overlooking the 
colonial splendour ofVictoria, the 
Seychelles’ capital. 

Meanwhile, HMS Enterprise 
remains in Ghanaian waters in 
west Africa conducting surveys. 

Beyond updating charts of the 
region, several sailors headed to 
beaches near Tema, just along the 
coast from the capital Accra, to 
help conservationists protect the 
local turtle population. 

Between November and 
February various species of 
the reptile come ashore on the 
Ghanaian sands to make their 
nests and lay hundreds of eggs. 

The chances of the egg 
surviving, let alone the hatchling, 
are slim as a mix of predators 

- pigs, dogs, sea birds, llsh and 
humans - destroy or eat the 
young turtles or eggs. 

The Ghana Marine Turtle 
Conservation Project organises a 
patrol of the beach during mating 
season to keep die raiders at bay. 

HMS Enterprise offered to join 
the volunteers on one such patrol. 

“The sight which greeted us at 
the beach was truly outstanding 

- nothing prepared me for the 
size of a female turtle which was 
making her nest and about to lay 
her eggs,” said OM(HM) ‘Cocky* 
Roach. 

“We watched her lay her eggs, 
disguise the nest and slip quietly 
back into the sea,” 

Enterprise’s sister HMS Echo 
has continued her Far East 
odyssey, sailing from Hong Kong 
(where we Found her last month) 
to Yokosuka, near Tokyo, in Japan. 

The ship spent five days at a 
US naval base, and two more 
moored at a commercial pier 

- dose to the British-built pre- 
dre adnought Mikas a, To go’s 
flagship at Tsushima, which is 
now a museum dedicated to the 
‘Japanese Nelson’. 

The visit coincided with 
centenaray celebrations in 
Yokosuka and Echo’s sailors 
joined their Japanese Maritime 
Self Defence Force counterparts 
for a centennial ceremony on the 
jetty. 

Before leaving Japan, the Echo 
sailors were treated to an evening 
of sake and sushi, plus kendo and 
karate displays, with the Japanese 
destroyer Shirayuki. 

With Tokyo being relatively 
close, numerous crew headed to 
the capital for some downtime, 
others were given a cultural tour 
of Yokosuka, and one group of 
adventurous Echonians ( Made- 
up word - Ed) hit the ski slopes 
of Nagoya. 
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• Volcano erupts... Capt Mackenzie Green (on the radio), Officer Demanding 10 Troop, Mike Company, 42 Commando, sends a situation report during the initial breach of 
one of 25 Taleban compounds north of the Kajaki - codenamed Operation Volcano. See pages 14 and 15 Picture: LAjPhot) Gaz Faulkner, 42 Commando 

The Heroes ol Helmand 


COMMANDOS have described 
the dramatic rescue mission they 
carried out to save their fallen 
comrade in Afghanistan. 

L'Cpl Mathew Ford of 45 Commando 
was struck by enemy fire as he led his men 
in an assault on the Taleban stronghold 
of Jugroom Fort in southern Helmand 
province, as we reported last month. 

It was only when the Royals regrouped 
following the initial attack that they realised 
their comrade was missing; they vowed to 
get him back. 

The operation which followed earned the 
marines worldwide media recognition. Four 
commandos strapped themselves to the 
outer ‘hull’ of two Apache gun ships, which 
flew the men back to Jugroom to recover 
L/Cpl Ford, 

Having flown low over the Helmand 
terrain at 50mph, one Apache set down at 
Jugroom, allowing two men to climb oft' 
and find their comrade who was, tragically, 
already dead. 

After about three minutes, Taleban 
forces awoke and began directing fire at the 
Apache. The second helicopter poured fire 
on the insurgents while the two marines 
carried the body of their comrade back to 
their Apache. 

Both aircraft successfully returned from 
the mission with all four volunteers, plus 
L'Cpl Ford’s body. 

With typical commando magnanimity, 
the men who took part in the rescue mission 
— who have been hailed as the ‘Heroes of 
Helmand’ in the media — said any of their 
comrades would have acted in the same 
way. 

“I’m just grateful that we found L/Cpl 
Ford, got him back to the helicopter and 
back with us,” said WOl Colin Hearn, 
Regimental Sergeant Major, 

“I’m a Royal Marine. I’m RSM of the 
unit. He’s a Royal Marine - the same as 
me. 'Tlte re was no way we w T ere ever going 



• Capt Dave Rigg Royal Engineers (left) and Mne Chris Fraser-Perry strapped to the 
side o f an Apache before the daring rescue mission Picture: Sgt Garry Stanton raf 


to leave him, or anyone else, cm that 
battlefield.” 

Another volunteer for the 
mission, Capt Dave Rigg, of 
28 Engineer Regiment, the 
battlegroup’s engineer and a green 
beret-qualified soldier, echoed the 
senior NCO’s w r ords, 

“There were a lot of very brave guys 
that day, from the pilots to the young 
lads who went into tlte fort,” he added, 

“In these circumstances, everyone is 
drawn together. You just pull together and 
do it. It wouldn’t have mattered who he was 
- he was one of us.” 

After a memorial service in the field for 
L/Cpl Ford, his body was flown home to 
Britain to his family. 



The attack at Jugroom and the 
extensive operations around 
Kajaki (see pages 14 and 15) 
are part of a concerted winter 
offensive against the Taleban 
(who themselves are proclaiming 
a ‘spring offensive’ will be 
unleashed) to keep the insurgents on 
the back foot. 

“Our raids and strikes against 
Taleban command centres have 
proved very successful,” said Lt Col Rory 
Bruce of 3 Cdo Bde headquarters. 

“The strategy is to show the Taleban that 
we can reach out and strike them whenever 
and wherever we choose and so prevent 
them from rc~ arming and re-grouping for a 
spring offensive.” 


The regional centre of Garmsir Is key 
to the strategy. Once the ‘Gateway to the 
South’, like many towns which were overrun 
by the Taleban it became a ghost town 

- instead of the bustling hub of local life and 
trading it used to be. 

“The shabby streets are deserted, 
buildings derelict and the local population 
is mainly that of Allied forces ” Lt Col Bruce 
explained, 

“By improving security we hope to restore 
the confidence of the local population and 
encourage them back into the town without 
fear of persecution.” 

The Royals’ tour of duty in Afghanistan is 
coming to an end. 

In the closing days of this month they 
will begin handing over to the soldiers of 12 
Mechanised Brigade, 

Some green berets will be left behind, 
however. The Vikings of the Armoured 
Support Group have proved such a valuable 
asset that they will remain in theatre to 
assist the Army’s peacekeeping operations, 
H AN ARMY battalion is to be permanently 
attached to the green berets to provide 
‘second wave’ infantry support on 
amphibious operations. 

ilie 1st Rifles - formed from the merger 
of the Devonshire and Dorset Light 
Infantry and the Royal Gloucestershire, 
Berkshire and Wiltshire Light Infantry • will 
be deployed after an initial assault by 3 
Commando Brigade. The battalion is one of 
five in the new Rifles Regiment, the largest 
regiment in the British Army. 

The soldiers will not wear green berets 

- unless they have completed the alUarms 
commando course, which they will be 
encouraged to do - but their Rifles badges 
and will remain under the overall command 
of the Army, although operationally they 
will be directed by 3 Cdo Bde. 

The 1st Rifles will train alongside the 
Royals - and subsequently deploy with them 

- once they begin performing new role in 
April next year. 
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• HMS Blyth’s sailors fire the shipS 30mm gun during a visit from the mobile POST team to the Guff 


beach antics in Barcelona paid off 
as they demolished the island's 
Overseas RFC 45-5, apparently 
the first ship side to do so. 

Meanwhile in the Gulf itself... 
the lead ship presently is HIWS 
Sutherland, although her presence 
has been bolstered by the arrival of 
Task Force Ain tree - minehunters 
HMS Blyth and Ramsey and by 
Cornwall's sister Campbeltown, 
which has joined the Allied anti¬ 
terror group CTF 150 {see page 
8 ). 

Blyth and Ramsey's mission 
is more general, adding to the 
overall security of the Gulf region, 
perfecting minehunting in the 
most challenging of conditions, 
and fostering closer relations with 
local navies. 

After their lengthy (and sluggish 
with a top speed of 13kts) journey 
to the Middle East, the duo 
conducted some maintenance in 
Bahrain then readied themselves 
for the first patrol at the beginning 
of their three-year deployment 
with a week of ‘shakedown 5 
designed to blow away the 
cobwebs accumulated after a few 
weeks alongside. 

The chief aim of the 
minehunters 5 time in the Gulf is 
to perfect the art of finding mines 
and underwater explosives in such 
difficult waters (sand and the 
warm temperature of the ocean 
conspire against the ships and 
their sophisticated kit). Saddam 
Hussein attempted to thwart the 
2003 invasion of Iraq by sowing 
minefields in his waterways, they 
were swept away by the Royal 
Navy. 

A FOST team from Devonport 
joined the duo to whip the crew T s 
into shape before the First survey¬ 
ing and minehunting operations. 

“I thought it was only the bigger 
ships which travelled to such exot¬ 
ic locations as the Gulf, but now 
I’ve seen how capable the small 
ships are and how important tlidr 


work is, I hope to become a mine 
warfare officer in the future," said 
former PG(EW) Lt Alison Moore, 
undergoing her ‘Fleet Time' in 
Blyth. 

The goal is to rotate pretty 
much the entire Sand own-class 
crews through Ramsey and Blyth 
during the ships' stay in Bahrain, 

This past month the ships have 
ventured as far as Dubai, allowing 
the sailors the chance to go skiing 
(in the indoor complex), as well 
as dune buggy racing and camel 
riding. 

Impending for A in tree is 
FAWOMOX ( Sounds contagious 
- Ed) - an exercise with US mine- 
hunters with the aim of‘Finding A 
Way Or Making One'. 

Further north, Iraqi fishermen 
cheered, applauded and hugged 
sailors from HMS Sutherland who 
rescued them after a week adrift. 

Sutherland launched her sea 
boats with teams of Royal Marines 
and marine engineers to help the 
stricken sailors when the frigate 
came across the dhow. 

At first it was feared the boat 
posed a threat to friendly shipping 
in the northern Gulf as it seemed 
the dhow was heading for an 
exclusion zone. 

But a Royal Marines party 
dispatched by Sutherland to 
investigate quickly found that 
the dhow was in difficulty - and 
a second party was sent by the 
Devon port-based frigate. 

Deputy Marine Engineer 
Officer Lt Alastair Brown and 
CEO John Martin and their team 
spent a couple of hours fixing the 
engines - the root of the problem 
was a faulty battery - and then set 
the sailors on their way with food 
and fresh water. 

“The team discovered that these 
poor souls had been drifting for 
seven days with engine difficulties, 
were running low on food, were out 
of water and to cap it all they had 
caught no fish," said Sutherland's 


CO Cdr Paul Romney. 

His ship also hosted more than 
100 Kuwaiti and foreign officers 
for the Kuwait equivalent of ‘Staff 
College Sea Days'. 

The British variant of Sea Days 
aims to demonstrate what the RN 
does for the benefit of students 
from its sister forces. 

The same went for the Kuwaiti 
version-with the additional bonus 
of educating Kuwaiti military 
figures about the role of the Senior 
Service in the Gulf. 

Over two days, the ship staged 
numerous demonstrations for its 
visitors: Royal Marines boarded a 
US Coast Guard cutter, close-in 
weapons were fired to show how 
to fend off a terrorist waterborne 
attack and finally die Type 23 
frigate defended herself against a 
mock air attack. 

On its way to the Gulf as we 
write is die newly-formed 857 
Naval Air Squadron (formerly 
849 NAS B Flight) and its ‘spy in 
the sky 5 Sea Kings. 

The ‘baggers' - the radar in a 
‘sack 5 lowered from the helicopter's 
fuselage gives the aircraft their 
nickname - have deployed to the 
Middle East. 

The squadron is using RFA Fort 
Victoria as its airfield, operating 
from the Gulfs of Oman and Aden 
to the Horn of Africa on anti¬ 
terror and anti-piracy sweeps. 

Although the Airborne 
Surveillance and Control (ASaC) 
variant of the Sea King was 
designed for identifying aerial 
threats to a naval task force, the 
radar proved particularly potent 
during the 2003 Iraq campaign 
tracking enemy ground targets. 

The radar can track up to 
400 potential targets at any one 
time, particularly useful as it is 
now being used over some of 
the busiest sealanes in the world 
- sealanes which are also regularly 
threatened by pirates and used by 
smugglers and people traffickers. 
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ROYAL Marines have dedicated 
battlefield intelligence experts 
with the formation of a new 
specialisation. 

The first green berets to don 
the RM Combat Intelligence (Cl) 
badge {pictured above) passed 
out at CTCRM in Lympstone 
after an intensive 17-week 
course. 

The aim is to give the men 
on the ground in 3 Commando 
Brigade first-rate tactical (or 
combat} intelligence courtesy of 
a single team; until now, Royals 
from various backgrounds 
provided intelligence appraisals 
and information to troop 
commanders, rather than 
bespoke specialists. 

RN and Fleet intelligence 
has undergone an overhaul in 
the past decade, and as part 
of that shake-up, the new Cl 
course was introduced for 
Royals of marine and corporal 
rank. 

Prospective CIs are trained 
initially at CTCRM - where they 
learn the 'nuts and bolts 1 of 
intelligence, such as collating 
information, writing reports, 
giving briefings and spotting 
trends. 

Two weeks are spent with 
the Royal School of Military 
Survey to learn about the 
importance of terrain factors, 
while security training and 
interpretation of aerial 
photography is taught by the 
team at the Defence College of 
intelligence* 

The course returns to 
Lympstone with a major 
exercise where trainees are 
expected to put what they have 
learned into practice. 

A final week of training is 
delivered at HMS Colltngwood 
where the Royals are instructed 
in maritime intelligence and 
how this links in with green 
berets deployed on amphibious 
operations. 

The first four students to 
pass out were issued with the 
new Cl badge... which arrived 
at CTCRM just days before 
the successful commandos' 
parade. 

H Intelligence-led missions in 
Afghanistan, pages 14 and 15, 
and Iraq, page 9 


THE Arabian Gulf is 
becoming awash with 
ships flying the White 
Ensign with the fifth ship 
bound for the region in the 
shape of HMS Cornwall. 

The Type 22 frigate left the 
cold of Devonport behind on a late 
January morning and headed east 
to contribute to efforts to stabilise 
Iraq, chiefly by guarding her oil 
platforms against terrorist attack. 

First stop for the ‘ice cream’ 
frigate (her pennant number 
is F99) was the Catalan port 
of Barcelona, where Cornwall 
served as the backdrop for British 
businesses looking to woo the 
Spanish Armed Forces, including 
Rolls Royce who are competing to 
provide an engine for Spain's new 
NH90 helicopter. 

Given Barcelona’s international 
reputation as a centre of culture, 
it was not surprising the ship's 
company soaked up some of die 
sights such as Gaudi’s unfinished 
cathedral and the Camp Nou 
stadium, one of the Meccas of 
football, home to Barcelona FC. 

Cornwall's rugby side preferred 
to play sport than watch it; they 
headed for the beach for the first 
training session of the season, then 
a few T hardy souls took a dip in the 
Mediterranean to cool off. 

It w T as rather warmer in Malta, 
the next port of call for F99 as she 
made her way east towards her 
principal theatre of operations. 

The frigate spent three days in 
Valletta, where sailors’ time was 
split between official functions 
and enjoying the sights of the 
Maltese capital. The rugby team's 
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THE long road to the Navy’s 'super carriers' is a 
little shorter with the blueprints for the flagships 
agreed* 

The design team behind Her Majesty’s Ships 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince of Wales have 
completed the 'general arrangement’ of the two 
65,000 carriers - allowing shipyards around the 
country to get down to the minutiae of design. 

As the pair stand presently, they will be 918ft 
long and displace around 64,000 tons. Inside 
will be more than 2,200 compartments with nine 
decks built from 19 watertight sections at various 
shipyards around the UK, 

Despite being described as the ‘general 
arrangement’, the blueprint is a remarkably- 
detailed plan of the sisters. 

Inter aha, it features the routes for 1,500 miles of 
pipes, ventilation ducts and cables, plus insulation 
and removal routes, compartment arrangements, 
doorways, even escape scuttles. 

As for the ‘bigger picture’, the blueprint features 
short take off and vertical landing capability (with 


a ski jump similar to Britain’s existing flat-tops), 
but the flight deck could be altered during the 
ships’ 50-year projected career to allow catapult 
and arrester gear to be fitted for conventional 
carrier operations. 

The carrier project is now approaching its 13th 
year in various guises; the current model is the 
fourth generic plan experts have come up with. 

Among the modifications incorporated in the 
delta design (alpha, beta and Charlie were the 
first three discarded versions of the vessels 
during their lengthy evolution) are stabilisers as 
requested by the French Navy which wants a 
second carrier to accompany its existing flagship 
FS Charles de Gaulle using the British blueprint 

“This is arguably the most challenging and 
exciting maritime project in Europe - and I’m 
delighted to be a part of it,” said Cdre Bob Love, 
Carrier Team Leader. 

“We are progressing towards providing the 
UK's Armed Forces with the most capable carrier 
force outside the United States.” 


Portland is 
'ready to go' 

OFFICIALLY back in RN 
hands is frigate HMS Portland 
whose six-month overhaul in 
Portsmouth has come to an 
end. 

Cdre Peter Walpole, 
Commodore Devonport Flotilla, 
decided the Type 23 frigate 
was ready to be accepted 
back into the Fleet from repair 
organisation FSL. 

Portland has had her living 
quarters revamped, a new 
torpedo defence system 
installed, and upgrades to 
her aviation and underwater 
systems during her time ‘on 
loan' to Portsmouth; the work 
should carry the ship through 
to her first refit in 2011. 

“It’s a great day for the front¬ 
line fleet,” said Cdre Walpole 
emphatically. "I look forward 
to seeing HMS Portland on 
operations shortly. She is ready 
to go." 

Not quite yet, however. She 
has the trials and tribulations of 
Operational Sea Training with 
the team at FOST to pass first 
before she deploys again. 

...and so too 
is HMS Clyde 

NEW Falkland Islands patrol ship 
HMS Clyde has been formally 
handed over to the RN after 
successfully completing her sea 
trials off the south coast. 

The Red Ensign was hauled 
down in Portsmouth Naval 
Base and replaced by the White 
Ensign as Captain Colin We I born, 
in charge of all the RN’s 
‘small 5 ships, conducted a final 
inspection of Clyde and decided 
she was ready to be accepted by 
the Senior Service. 

The ship - a modified version 
of the River class to allow a 
helicopter to land - sails south 
this summer to relieve HMS 
Dumbarton Castle,, the current 
guardship in the South Atlantic 
islands. 

Clyde i$ owned and maintained 
by her builder VT Shipbuilding, 
but crewed by RN personnel (like 
her River-class sisters). She will 
be available for duties around the 
Falklands on at least 282 days 
every year. 

An old friend 
for Hurworth 

MINEHUNTER HMS Hurworth 
hosted her sponsor and long¬ 
time supporter during a break 
from operations in Portsmouth 
Naval Base. 

Lady H alii fax has followed 
the work of the Hunt-class 
warship and her sailors since 
she launched Hurworth in 
Southampton in 1984. 

The VIP was treated to 
lunch aboard the ship as well 
as a run-down of Hurworth’s 
Mediterranean deployment at 
the end of last year (crew sent 
regular postcards to keep Lady 
Hallifax abreast of the vessel’s 
movements). 

Lady Haiti fax last visited 
the ship two years ago; she 
is the widow of Admiral Sir 
David Hallifax who was Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commander 
Atlantic when Hurworth was 
launched. 

Green is good 

A ‘GREEN 5 drive by sailors and 
civilians in Portsmouth Naval 
Base has helped to save £l3m - 
and help the Solent environment. 

The base embarked upon a 
‘war on waste 5 last summer to put 
a stop to needless expenditure 
such as encouraging people to 
turn off lights, computers and 
radiators when not in use. 

Diesel used by the base's 
heating system has been replaced 
by gas to cut down on carbon 
emissions; it also no longer 
requires tankers coming in three 
times a day (in the depths of 
winter) to top up the fuel tanks. 
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QUITE rightly, operations in 
Afghanistan have been at the 
crux of RN and RM reporting 
recently; we begin with war 
correspondent Anthony Loyd’s 
atmospheric account of fighting 
at Kajaki: 


SERENADED only by the 
howl of jackals in the dank 
of predawn, nearly 200 


. Royal Marines waited in 
uncertain silence for their I 
attack on the Taleban to 

■ begin. 

They clustered in cover 
beneath the rock-strewn 
slopes of a hill northeast of 
Kajaki where, only 24 hours ■ 
earlier, a similar attack 
mission had been called off ! 
at the last moment because 
j bad weather interfered with 
their air cover. 

But this time, as the 

■ final minutes closed to 
their 0615 H-hour and 

’ the waning moon broke 
[ through the clouds, the 
f voice of a Marine troop 
| commander crackled softly 
into their headsets. 

“OK lads, just heard it 
from on high — this one’s 
a go." Those final minutes 
of countdown seemed 
unnaturally short, as the \ 
lead troop stepped forward 
quietly to cross the start 
line and blow their way into 
the first compound. 

- The Times 




MILLIONS of people 
worldwide will now find 
it easier to join the fight 
to save Portsmouth Naval j 
Base - thanks to Tony Blair. 

Our ‘Hands Off Our 
Base’ petition calls on the 
government to safeguard 
Portsmouth’s long-term 
,! future. 

It has been posted on 
No. IQ’s online petition 
• system. 

A separate petition 
asking the government to 
] stop the closure of Royal 
Hospital Haslar in Gosport , 
has aready notched 
up more than 2,500 
signatures. 

- Portsmouth News 


THE Navy's two planned 
new aircraft carriers could 
be delayed while Britain's 
; shipbuilding industry 
restructures, MPs have 
warned. 

The Commons Defence 
Committee said that the 
Armed Forces could face a 
damaging “capability gap” 
i if the new ships - which are 
due to replace the Navy’s 
; three existing carriers 
!. - were late. 

The MOD’S defence 
" industrial strategy, 
published in 2006, called 
for a consolidation of the 
l shipbuilding industry to 
adjust for an expected 
fall-off in demand after the 
carriers are built. 

The defence committee 
acknowledged, however, 
that the restructuring, 
once it is in place, could 
also result in the carrier 
programme being better 
managed. 

- The Guardian 


: The MOD has been accused / 
of a cover-up over the 
sinking of a trawler in 
which five fishermen died. 

A new book, State Secrets j 
over a Wrecking, claims 
. that the Bugaled Breizh 
' was dragged down by HMS 
I Turbulent during war 
■ games off the Cornish coast 
in 2004, 

An MOD spokesman 
i rejected the book’s claims 1 
as “totally unfounded”. 

- Daily Telegraph 


GLOBAL REACH 



Pre-school for Ark 


NO, THIS is not a scene 
out of a science fiction 
movie but everyday life 
aboard HMS Ark Royal. 

Well, perhaps not everyday life, 
but life during Basic Operational 
Sea Training, as the aircraft carrier 
tests her ability to 'pre-wet' herself 
(no sniggering - Ed) under threat 
of a chemical weapons attack. 

Sprinklers thrust water on to 
the upper deck in anticipation of 
a biological warfare attack (hence 
pre-wetting, rather than simply 
wetting). 

The idea is that any chemical 
agents would be unable to stick 
to the ship and would simply slide 
off the slippery deck. It's a system 
fitted not merely to the fiat-top 
but all major British warships. 

As for the orange suits worn by 
crew on the flight deck... they are 
not chemical suits but w T arin wet 
weather gear intended to keep the 
chill in the Western Approaches 
at bay. 

Ark emerged from refit in 
Rosyth last autumn as a helicopter 
carrier and assault ship similar to 
HMS Ocean; she can still operate 
Harriers but for the most part 
will leave fast jet operations to her 



Heavyweight 
task for 771 

SEARCH and Rescue filers faced 
a huge challenge when a Dutch 
fisherman fell into the hold of his 
boat. 

The man - weighing an 
estimated 30st and described 
by 771 NAS airmen as “burly" 

- broke his leg in the fall as the 
boat trawled Cornish waters. 

A Culdrose Sea King was 
scrambled and after some 
careful planning a stretcher 
was eventually lowered into the 
hold for the stricken sailor to be 
gingerly winched to safety. 

More dramatic was the rescue 
of seven Irish fishermen whose 
trawler sank off the Sc illy Isles. 

The crew of the Discovery, 
from County Cork, abandoned 
the boat 150 miles west of 
the Scillies as it foundered in 
atrocious January weather. 

Five fishermen took to a life 
raft, but the skipper and first mate 
spent two hours treading water in 
the Western Approaches. 

Sea Kings Rescue 193 and 
194 were scrambled, although 
fortunately by the time they 
reached the position where the 
Discovery went down, a passing 
tanker, Front Commander, had 
plucked the seven fishermen from 
the water. 

PO(ACMN) Dave Rigg was 
lowered by Rescue 193 on to the 
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Brocklesby knows hen 
AZS from her elbow 


THE words ‘Luftwaffe’ and 
‘Royal Navy’ in dose proximity 
invariably evoke memories of 
Crete in 1941... 

...not the Baltic in 2007, 
but the year began with HMS 
Brocklesby facing the full force 
as the German Air Force. 

Thankfully the Luftwaffe were 
only using simulated rockets 
and bombs, so the small 
Portsmouth-based minehunter 
escaped any damage. 

Brocklesby has taken over 
from her sister HMS Middleton 
with NATO’s Mine Counter- 
Measures Group 1 - a force of 
half a dozen ships which patrol 
European waters constantly. 

The Hunt-class ship made a 
beeline through the Kiel Canai 
to the famous Baltic port where 
she joined the rest of the NATO 
force before sailing down the 
Holstein coast to Neustadt. 

The small port is home to 
Germany’s Ausbitdungszentrum 
Schiffssicherung der Marine - 
AZS or Training Centre for Naval 
Ship Protection - a mix of the 
RN’s Phoenix damage control 
school and POST. 

And so it was that Brocklesby 
and the rest of the NATO group 
were subjected to air attack, 
forced to fight fires and to patch 
up hulls as the waters poured 
in. 

And for a dozen lucky’ 
members of the ship’s company 


there was the opportunity to 
do this all over again ashore 
in the AZS. The ‘fun’ included 
damage control in water at 
bath temperature, completing 
an indoor obstacle course and 
fitness test wearing breathing 
apparatus, and putting out some 
fires. 

If that wasn’t enough, the 
German FOSTies decided to 
stage a mock fire on one of the 
minehunters to see how the rest 
of the force would respond. 

There was some downtime for 
the sailors: an inter-ship football 
tournament was arranged, as 
was a cross-country race, plus a 
‘beer call’ (We have no idea what 
that is but we assume it involves 
alcohol - Ed) one evening. 

From Neustadt the ships 
salted across Mecklenburg Bay 
to the historic port of Rostock 
(in Cold War times home to 
the East German l/bfltsmanne). 
‘Cold’ was a fitting description 
for Rostock; Brocklesby came 
alongside in a blizzard. 

The cold weather has 
persisted. From Rostock the 
group sailed for Bergen in 
Norway via the Skagerrak (where 
the minehunters were buffeted 
by near-gale-force winds) and 
the calmer Inner Leads. The 
ship then earned a blue nose 
by entering the Arctic Circle for 
exercises with the Norwegian 
fleet. 


sister Illustrious. 

To mark her new mission 
(which she will carry out later this 
year as NATO's on-call flagship). 
Ark now wears the legendary 
Combined Operations insignia on 
her superstructure. 

Seventy < gremlins* (more 
correctly Sea Riders from the Flag 
Officer Sea Training's organisation 
who run BUST) joined Ark both 
alongside and at sea off Plymouth 
to cause havoc for the ship's 
company - and judge how the 
sailors reacted to problems. 

Among those thrust into the 
'front line’ were 20 officer cadets 
from Britannia Royal Naval 
College enjoying (Of should it 
be enduring? - Ed) their first 
concerted time on the water for 
Initial Sea Training. 

The men and women of 
Vengeance Division from 
Dartmouth have been living and 
working with junior ratings aboard 
the carrier; the rookie officers 
included the first cadet from 
Kazakhstan. 

The carrier has completed the 
more typical elements of BQST 
- replenishing at sea, fire-fighting, 
dealing with machinery breaking 
down, as well as fending off 


tanker to check the state of the 
fishermen. 

He decided all seven were well 
enough to be winched aboard 
the Sea King and ferried back to 
Culdrose for treatment by the air 
station's medics. 

“This has been a very busy few 
weeks for the helicopters of 771,’ 5 
said Lt Cdr Martin ‘Oz 1 Rhodes. 

“Compared with the past two 
years January 2007 saw T more 
than double the number of lives 
saved, predominantly due to the 
bad weather.*' 


• f guess the hosepipe ban is over... Ark’s crew check her flight deck sprinkler system during a 'pre-wet 7 

test Picture- LA(Phot) Emma Somerfield, HMS Ark Royal 


'attacks’ by Hawk and Falcon 
jets. 

More challenging (and more 
interesting, perhaps, as this is the 
first true test of Ark in her new 
role) w r as the amphibious phase 
which the flat-top was in the midst 
of as Navy News went to press. 

And here’s a question for you 
posed by the Ark team... Hotv far 
would you go to predict the weather? 

The answer - in Lt Cdr Tim 
Hutchins* case at any rate - is 16 
metres (52ft). 

The carrier’s senior 

hydrographical and meteorological 
officer decided to scale the funnel 
to ensure he was able to provide 
the ship with a comprehensive 
weather prediction service. 

Supported by a number of the 
weapons engineering department 
personnel* the officer climbed up 
the inside of the funnel to reach 
the required vantage point, 

dlicn, having attached a safety 
harness, he proceeded out on to 
the starboard yard arm to attach 
an aerial, one strand of the 
Automated Upper Atmosphere 


Sounding System (AUASS) 
which is used to sample the 
atmosphere to provide accurate 
radar performance predictions, 

“At first climbing out on to the 
yard arm was a little scary - it's a 
long way down and I hadn't done 
anything like it before,” said Tim. 

“After settling in* the attaching 
of the aerial was quite easy and you 
forgot where you were, although it 


was cold doing it in January. 

“Now it is fixed we are looking 
forward to using the equipment 
and providing a better service to 
the ship,’* 

Ark has a team of seven specialist 
meteorological personnel on board 
who are responsible for providing 
weather and environmental reports 
not merely for the carrier, but also 
any accompanying vessels. 
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COMMENT 


Opinion 


Vile trade in 
lives goes on 

The sailors who implemented the abolition of the slave 
trade after 1807 did so at great personal cost. 

More than 1,500 died on the West African stations, the 
vast majority from fever, malaria and other diseases. 

The costs were financial too - the penalties of wrong¬ 
ful arrests were potentially ruinous to naval officers, 
who were frequently let down by the legal system. 

In the 19th century, success depended on working 
with other countries and within the boundaries of inter¬ 
national law - as it does today. 

So it's good that that the 200th anniversary of Britain’s 
abolition of the slave trade in 1807 is being widely 
commemorated. It makes a welcome change from the 
national pastime of wallowing in collective guilt. 

But before we bask in collective complacency, let’s 
remember that the slave trade still flourishes around 
the globe. To be sure its victims are no longer shackled 
in leg irons and branded, but they are still subjected to 
inhumane treatment. 

Under the UN Convention which prohibits transport 
of slaves by sea, the Navy continues to work with 
international partners to deter people trafficking. 

In June 2006, HMS Illustrious intercepted a dhow 
crammed with 758 people being sent back from Oman 
to Pakistan in wretched conditions. 

While it is clear that the evil trade is not abating, 
we must continue to give the Navy the resources 
necessary to help stamp it out. 

Honouring the 
quiet hero 

How fitting that the headquarters of naval diving and 
bomb disposal operations should bear the name of 
Lf Cdr John Bridge, a man who typified that quintessen¬ 
tial ly British character, the ‘quiet hero’. 

His is a story worthy of featuring in our ‘Heroes of 
the Navy 1 series, a series which has, admittedly, 
concentrated on the deeds of Victoria Cross winners. 

Correspondents have, over the years, asked us 
whether winners of George Crosses and George Medals 
would one day be included in the series. 

Sadly, our answer has always been in the negative; 
books and articles on VC heroes are legion, photo¬ 
graphs are manifold. Not so winners of those lesser’ 
awards. 

The distinction between the awards is a fine one - the 
Victoria Cross is awarded for bravery specifically “in the 
presence of the enemy 7 ! 

Yet who is to say that Lt Cdr John Bridge, feeling his 
way through the murk of Messina harbour, littered with 
unexploded depth charges and mines, was any less 
brave than men who led suicidal assaults on enemy 
trenches or took their ships on ‘death or glory’ charges 
against superior enemy fleets? 

How wonderful it would be one day to give equal 
prominence in these papers to such ‘forgotten’ heroes. 

Sea soldiers 

We've had more letters about the recent debate over 
Royal Marines and the Royal Navy, most written - as the 
original - with humour and spirit. 

We have also had two more from 7 Troop itself con¬ 
fessing that the original author is well aware that his 
comments may have been a little wide of the mark. 

So perhaps, after the stalwart defence offered by 
W02 Ed Stout of CTCRM among others, we should 
leave the last word to 7 Troop in Afghanistan: 

“WeYe ve|Y proud to be part of the Naval service, the 
Senior Service. Hopefully this can now be put to bed, 
we’ve an op to get on with.,,” 

The views expressed in Navy News do not necessarily refiect 
those of the Ministry of Defence 
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• Royal Marines in action in Aghanistan - a large-scale offensive operation by Commandos at Kayaki 


Picture: PO(Ptiot) Sean Glee 


Pin back your 
ears, Jack 


ALTHOUGH the original letter 
sent by the Royal Marine Troop 
in January (Don’t call us, sailors) 
was flawed in many areas, I 
did get the overriding feeling of 
pride in the Corps and of those 
with whom they serve. 

Master at Arms Toghill ques¬ 
tioned the formation of the RM 
Commandos (February) - this 
happened in 1942. 

The ‘jobsworth' he mentions 
would be either Sir Winston 
Churchill or Lord Mountbatten. 
Ill let him choose which one he 
would like to be remembered as a 
‘jobs worth! 

So, Jack, pin back your ears, 
switch to receive and prepare for 
a message. 

With the introduction of 
Commando forces came 
Commando Training. 

This has taken place in a 
number of locations. By 1969 all 
Commando training was concen¬ 
trated at Lympstone as part of the 
Training Centre. 

I, like many* would like to think 
of this change as more of an 
evolution than overnight whim. 
During this time a lot did change. 


and the introduction of the green 
(Commando) beret was one of 
these changes. 

However, rest assured the blue 
beret of the Royal Marines is worn 
today with pride by recruits, the 
Band Service and many veterans. 

He also says the RM have 
not carried out a Commando 
Operation since 1945, 1 beg to 
differ. 

It can be argued that Commando 
Units conduct large-scale offen¬ 
sive operations, normally beyond 
the range and capability of other 
more conventional units. 

Operation Musketeer (Suez 
1956) was the world Y first 
helicopter-borne amphibious 
assault, Operation H aught on 
(Iraq 2003) saw 40 Cdo mount 
an amphibious helicopter assault 
to seize key Iraqi oil infrastructure 
on the A1 Faw peninsula as part of 
Operation Telic, to name but two. 

I hope Lhis paints a different 
picture, 

I value the Navy and am proud 
to be a part of it, I am however 
an RM Commando foremost, a 
Bootneck to some, but never a 
leatherneck. 


Tugg’s talent 
started early 


I HAVE just lit on the sad news 
that Tugg Willson has crossed the 
bar. 

To my shame, in all the years 
Fve chortled over his so apt Jack 
cartoons, the penny never once 
dropped that this brilliant car¬ 
toonist and I were former mess¬ 
mates in HMS Ocean! 

I immediately dived into my 
scrapbook file and, sure enough, 
there was one of his original 
sketches unsigned of course 
- which he gave me in May 1952 
and I sent home to my wife. 

1 noted on it that Tugg was 
an armourer, had joined us from 
Glory (in Hong Kong) en route 
to Korea and it w T as his reaction 
to the buzz that the Air Group 
(802 and 825 NAS) would be 
returning to the UK from Malta 
in the October. As some of the 
armourers were ship’s company he 
obviously wanted to make sure he 
wasn’t one of them! 

From recall, he would knock 
off these gems with absolute ease. 


He was very self-effacing about 
his skill and, when I expressed an 
interest, he happily gave it to me. 

You’ll note “Jack” had no neck 
- this was Tugg taking the mickey 
out of himself of course - and one 
of his little beauties was this squat 
inoffensive little GD depicted out¬ 
side the sickbay door with an axe, 
right through his hat, half buried 
in his skull. 

The head and shoulders of the 
duty SBA is poking out of the 
partly-opened door, not about to 
let him in, saying: “You know the 
times of opening, same as any¬ 
body else,” 

Not much sympathy forthcom¬ 
ing there! He always caught the 
moment with a few well-drawn 
lines and on-the-button humour. 
His classic cartoons richly deserve 
their own volume. Should one 
eventuate in my lifetime I’ll be 
first in die queue! 

My sincere condolences to 
Elizabeth and his three sons. They 
can take much comfort from the 


1 am proud of my Corps 
heritage and look forward to its 
future. 

If I succeed in nothing else in 
life I can always say “I was a Royal 
Marine.” 

- W02 E J Stout, CTC RM, 
Lympstone 

...YOUR letter History lesson for 
Royal was wrong in just one detail, 
commandos were in action dur¬ 
ing the Korean War in 1951, and 
they went ashore from the frigate 
Whites and Bay. 

About 14 Royal Marines of 
42 Cdo (Poundforce) were the 
“stiffening” for an assault by US 
Special Forces on Kunsan, south 
of Inchon, 24 hours prior to the 
Inchon landings. 

We had more of them on board 
than we could accommodate, and 
they slept everywhere including 
in the ship’s boats and in my 
caboosh. 

This diversionary raid was 
intended to draw enemy forces 
away from Lhe intended landing 
area - and it was successful. It was 
a sharp noisy action but casual¬ 
ties were light. We had one burial 
at sea. 


I wonder if MAA Gerald Toghill 
was the gentleman sailor who once 
said to me: “You address me as 
Master, don’t call me Chief - I’m 
not a heffkf Red Indian!” 

With my best regards and 
sippets all round, 

Stan Foul sham, ex REM, 
C/SMX, Sunbury on Thames 

...AS a Wren Writer I am clearly 
a member of the Royal Navy with 
the good fortune to serve with a 
Commando unit back home in the 
UK and out here in Afghanistan 
on operations - both of which I am 
proud and honoured to do, 

I was absolutely disgusted to 
read the response from a former 
RN member to a slightly mis¬ 
informed letter from a Royal 
Marine, 

Most Royal Marines that I have 
ever met carry their RN ID card 
with as much pride as they do 
their green beret. 

Every day we struggle to do our 
jobs and rise above the animosity 
we face from people back home, 
neither soldiers nor sailors expect 
an ‘old salty seadog 1 to forget that 
‘The Team Works! 

- name and address withheld 



wonderful ability their loved one 
gave us all in very high smileage, 

- Peter J Dilley, former POAFA, 
Manukau, New Zealand 

...IN 1964 I joined 801 Squadron, 
attached to HMS Victorious, as 
a young NAM, and I can vividly 
remember the late then S/Lt Will- 
son, sitting behind his desk in the 
ACR, He struck me as being a fair 
officer. 

When at sea Vic News was pro¬ 
duced and the highlight invariably 


was the cartoon depicting Jack in 
all sorts of bother. 

What is he doing now? Well, 
I would imagine he has got his 
sketch book out and is drawing 
more cartoons. 

Would you please pass on my 
condolences to his family? And 
let’s face it, it is an achievement 
in itself to have two pages in the 
newspaper, 

- Jonathan Gibson, Four 
Oaks, Birmingham 
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Old 

warhorse 

galloped 

on 

GENERAL Sir Robert Fry, Colo¬ 
nel of the Special Reconnaissance 
Regiment, seeks a precedent for 
an RN or RM officer being a 
regimental colonel of an Army 
regiment. 

There are two. Admiral Sir 
Walter Cowan (1871-1956) won 
his first DSC on the Nile in 1898 
and his second 45 years later 
serving with the Commandos, 

He retired in 1931 as CinC but 
in 1939, aged 68, Cowan pestered 
the Admiralty for employment 
and was sent to North Africa with 
the Commandos. 

He later attached himself to an 
Indian Army cavalry regiment and 
was captured in 194-2 fighting an 
Italian tank with his revolver. 

Repatriated, Cowan rejoined 
the Commandos and served in 
clandestine ops in the Dalmatian 
Islands (bar to his DSO aged 73). 

He reverted to the retired list in 
August 1945 but the old warrior 
w r as still not finished. 

His old regiment wanted him 
back. The London Gazette of 
November 1946 announced that 
“His Majesty the King Emperor 
has been graciously pleased to 
appoint Admiral Sir Walter 
Cowan, Baronet, KGB, DSO, 
MVO> Royal Navy (retired), to be 
Honorary Colonel the 18th King 
Edward 3 s Own C avalry, Ind ian 
Armoured Corps, with effect from 
22 November 1946”, 

Two decades later, in 1965, 
Admiral of the Fleet Earl 
Mountbatten, late CDS, became 
Colonel of the Life Guards, 

He rode around the Hampshire 
lanes in a shiny helmet, thigh 
boots and hacking jacket prepar¬ 
ing for the Trooping the Colour. 
Law lie Phillips, The Royal Navy 
Day by Day, North wood 
See page 1 i for more on Cowan. 

What’s in a 
name? 

MY name is Jason Lyons and 
I work at the Institute of Naval 
Medicine, 

In Navy News (February) 
there was a fantastic article about 
where I w r ork - the Environmental 
Medicine Unit, 

Unfortunately someone spelt 
my name wrongly 

Would it be possible to put 
this right as Pm the person that 
sees all the referrals in that clinic 
and it has already caused a bit 
of confusion with patients and 
establishments? 

Jason Lyons, MSc 
BSc(Hons) REP, Clinical 
Physiologist, EMU, INM, 
Gosport 



TOlestM 

V 


# The High Commissioner of Palestine, General Sir Alan 
Cunningham, pictured in HM$ Euryaius in 7 948. Photo sent by Bill 
Brentnall - but can anyone tell us, is the dachshund real? 


Palestine 

recalled 


AN old shipmate and I were 
both very interested in the 
article Birth of a Nation 
(January) as we were there. 

Young Derek West is one day 
older than me but we both attend¬ 
ed Captain’s Table to be rated 
up on the same day our 18th 
birthdays. 

I hold two important historic 
dates - born on May 15, the day 
Israel became a state and the very 
last British serviceman to leave the 
Holy Land on June 30 1948. 

40 Cdo w r ere the last unit to 
evacuate on June 30. The final 
ceremony was carried out by a 
small bodyguard of Royal Marines 
from HMS Phoebe when Lt 
General G H A MacMillan com¬ 
pleted the withdrawal and the last 
Union Flag was lowered from the 
Port Office, 1 w r as the RM Bugler 
from Phoebe, 

One of the main points that 
both Derek and I picked up w r as 
HMS Volage, as she was blow r n 
up in the Corfu Channel on 22 
October 1946 and what w r as left of 
the ship laid off Dockyard Creek, 
Malta, for about 20 years. 

Many years later one ship was 
made out of the two wrecks, 
Saumarez and Volage. 

I have been back and unveiled 
a plaque on that very spot 50 
years later. 

There has been much contro¬ 
versy about which ship did what. 
HMS Euryaius was there. 

I served in her as a corporal 
1951-52 but HMS Phoebe was 
the workhorse and boarded the 
Pan Crescent. 

- John D Barrett, former ships 
Sgt Major HMS Tiger 


...I WAS stationed on HMS 
Saumarez from January 1946 to 
September 1946, and it was our 
duty to intercept boatloads of 
people trying to get into Haifa, 
these w r ere then put into camps. 

It w r as on the mid-morning in 
September that I w r as told to pack 
to be sent back to the UK. Whilst 
on leave in mid-October 1946 I 
was told the terrible new r s that my 
old ship had been hit svith mines. 

Like Mr Bardell I am 81 years 
of age. 

Good luck to all the Service still 
serving. 

- K Rastall, former LSBA, 
Balderton, Newark, 

... 1 was Electrical Storekeeper 
aboard the Euryaius at that time, 

T thought Mr Bardell w r ould like to 
see a picture of that occasion! 

- Bill Brentnall, 

Redditch, Wo res 

Mobile rip-off 

OTHER service personnel may be 
interested in the problems I have 
with my mobile phone providers. 

I am off to Afghanistan, so I 
thought it reasonable that my 
provider w r nuld agree to suspend 
my contract as they were unable 
to provide coverage. 

How wrong I w r as.They declined 
to offer any flexibility and they will 
take £45 per month for a mobile 
service that is not available to me! 

Did any other serving people 
ask their providers if they have 
coverage in Afghanistan, Iraq, or 
any other theatre of operation? 

Don’t expect them to reduce 
your tariff whilst you arc away, 

Sqn Ldr Mark Collins 


LETTERS to the editor should always be However, we do try to publish many 
accompanied by the correspondents of your letters on our own website 
name and address, not necessarily www.navynews.co, uk 

for publication. VVe look particularly for 

E-mait correspondents are correspondence which stimulates 

also requested to provide this flr debate, makes us laugh or raises 

information. important issues. 

Letters cannot be submit- v'TTt yYp\ Please try to keep your 
ted over the telephone. / l I x, w*f l | \ submissions as brief as 
Given the impressive f / Y_ Y Y \ possible - our space is 

volume of letters , we / II \ \\ fxr j limited, 

cannot publish all of \ X \ The editor reserves 

your correspondence ^ YJ bQbt to edit your 

in Navy News. submissions, 



ONE HAY S SERViSE 

A LIFETIME OF SUPPORT 


SSAFA Forces Help is committed to suppofl 
members of our Armed Forces and their famlj 
from the day they join until the day theyHie. 


For the rest of their life 


To find out how we can help you, or someone you know, please contact: 

SSAFA Forces Help 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, London SE1 2LP 
T 020 7403 8783 E info®ssafa.org.uk www.ssafa.org*uk 


CONFIDENTIAL SUPPORT LINE: UK 0800 731 4880 Germany 0800 1827 395 Cyprus 800 91065 
Worldwide + 44 ( 0 ) 1980 630854 - NO NAMES, NO COMEBACK. 
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A LEADING SPECIALIST IN MILITARY LAW 


lime to test 

Sampson's 

strength 

SPUTNIK sits atop Portsdown 
Hill ready to pave the way for 
the next-gene rati on of British 
destroyers. 

The Sampson radar system 

- its spiky dome bears an 
uncanny resemblance to the 
first artificial satellite - was 
craned into place on a mock-up 
of a Type 45 main mast high 
above Portsmouth. 

The £1 Om Mantime 
Integration & Support Centre 
built by BAE Systems is 
designed to test the brains of 
the new destroyer before the 
vessel enters front-line service. 

At the heart of the Type 45 
is the PAAMS missile system 
and its Aster missiles, launched 
from a silo on the ship’s 
forecastle. 

The weapon is impotent 
without its brain; it is the task of 
Sampson to identify and track 
hundreds of aerial targefs and 
send constantly-updated data 
to the missile once airborne to 
intercept anything which might 
threaten the Fleet. In theory, 
Sampson can track - and 
launch Aster to destroy - a 
cricket ball travelling at three 
times the speed of sound. 

Three prototype Sampsons 
have been built; one is fitted to 
the Longbow trials barge, due 
to leave Portsmouth shortly for 
the Mediterranean to test the 
missiles and radar at sea; a 
second Sampson can be found 
on the Eskmeals gunnery range 
in Cumbria. 

By testing the radar at 
Portsdown Hill, Whitehall 
hopes to save time and money, 
ironing out any problems and 
perfecting the system before it 
is installed in HMS Daring, the 
first ship in the class due to 
enter service in 2009. 

■ AS HMS Dauntless entered 
the water for the first time (see 
page 26) the first steel on her 
youngest sister HMS Duncan 
was cut in Portsmouth. 

VT Shipbuilding is charged 
with creating the bow section 
and main mast of the Type 45 
destroyers. 

HMS Diamond’s bow will be 
completed this spring, while 
parts for ships five and six 

- Defender and Dragon - are 
taking shape in VT’s ship hall in 
Portsmouth Naval Base. 

Duncan will be the sixth Type 
45 {the class may eventually 
number eight although no 
orders have been placed 
beyond ship number six) 
entering service around 2012. 

The VT team expects 
Duncan’s mast and bow to be 
built quicker and more cheaply 

- perhaps by as much as one 
third - than those of her sisters 
given the experience gained on 
the previous five vessels. 

Duncan’s bow is due to sail 
to the Clyde in the late summer 
of 2008 where it will be fixed 
to the midships and stern of 
the destroyer at BAE Systems’ 
Go van yard. 


specialist legal advice 
to forces personnel 


We can also advise on: 
Employment Issues 
Family Problems 
House Purchases 
Wills 


www. wi I k i nc ha pma n. co, u k 

wilkm chapman 
epton blades 

solicitors 


Jeddah knights 


Suffered a Military Injury? 

We deal with all types of in fury claim involving 
the military. 

We can assist you with your claim under the 
new AfCS and advise you on whether to 
pursue your claim in the civil courts under our 
'no wtn no fee' specialist military legal 
advice scheme. 


Police interview/ 
Courts Martial 

Nigel Burn and Gilbert 
Blades are well known for 
their Courts Martial 
expertise throughout the 
UK and Europe. 


contact 

Nigel Burn or Tean Butcher 
Bank Street,. Lincoln LN2 1DR 
Teh 01522 512345 between 9am - 5 .1 5pm 
or for Military Discipline Matters only contact 
Nigel Burn Mob: 07775 860606 after 6pm 


T HE price of freedom is 
eternal vigilance. 

Tims wrote Thomas Jefferson, 
although he probably never 
imagined 5*300 tonnes of steel 
flying the White Ensign would be 
realising his words two centuries 
later. 

HMS Campbeltown has taken 
her place in the line alongside 
Allied warships in Combined Task 
Force 150* enforcing Operation 
Enduring Freedom on the high 
seas. 

And few ships have been more 
vigilant in this part of the world 
these past years: this is her fifth 
year in six that Campbeltown has 
been east of Suez. 

The Devonport-based Type 22 
frigate is on a whistle-stop tour of 
the Middle Bast* cramming in a 
lot to just two months attached to 
CTF 150. 

The first stop once through 
the Suez Canal was the Egyptian 
port of Safaga to work with 
the coastguard and navy* host 
dignitaries and foster good 
relations with locals on the football 
pitch* squash court and golf links. 

Then it was across the Red Sea 
to the sprawling port of Jeddah* 
again for talks* this time with 
members of the Royal Saudi 
Naval Forces. 

Given the sensitivities 
of visiting an Islamic state* 
Campbeltown’s female 
sailors were given abayas 
- traditional black 
overgarments - to 
wear when they left 
the ship and visited 
the metropolis. 

"Many of my 
sailors have not been 
here before and it’s 
important to let them 
see Jeddah - and for 
local people to sec and meet 
them/’ said Capt Rupert Wallace* 
Campbeltown’s Commanding 
Officer. 

And as in Egypt, the sailors 
took part in numerous sporting 
fixtures, including a match with 
Jeddah RFC Sevens, plus hockey 
and football matches. 

Joining Campbeltown in both 
Safaga and Jeddah was Cdre 
Bruce Williams RN, the current 
commander of CTF 150. 

He believes Campbeltown and 
her Allied cousins are the ultimate 
insurance policy on the high seas, 
“As a thoroughfare of the w r orld* 
the Red Sea is an essential part of 
my area of responsibility*” said 
Cdre Williams. 

“In the normal course of events* 
an insurance policy pays if the 
house burns down. We stop it 
burning down in the first place.” 

The commodore’s force prowTs a 
vast area from the Arabian and Red 
Seas to the Indian Ocean* keeping 
tabs on potential movements on 
the waters by terrorists* smugglers* 
pirates* drug-runners and people 
traffickers. 

Cdre Williams told 
representatives of the Arab media 


■ HMS Campbeltown tops up with fuel courtesy of the US Navy oiler 
John Lenthall 

Pictures: LA(Phol) Des Wade, FRPU Whale Island 


■ (Right) S/Lts Aime Jackson (left) and Kelly Grossed don abayas 

- traditional black overgarments worn by women in Islamic countries 

- ahead of a run ashore in Jeddah and (below) Jeddah’s futuristic 
harbour control tower dominates the waterfront skyline at nightfall 


that he was in no doubt that the 
task force’s presence had markedly 
improved security and safety' in 
the sealanes of the Middle East. 

“Have you seen piracy on the 
decrease? Have you seen people 
rescued from the sea and saved? 
Have you seen the coastguard’s 


capability increased by our co¬ 
operation?” he asked* 

“To all these questions* I would 
have to answer: yes.” 

Ships presently attached to the 
task group are drawn from Britain, 
the USA* Canada* Germany* and 
Pakistan. 
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• Commandos of 539 Assault Squadron RM and an Iraqi Coast Guard patrol boat race along the Shaft At Arab in Basra at the height of Operation Troy 

Pictures: CpI Ian- Forsyth RLG 



Thome on 
our side 

THE 3,500 reservists in the Navy 
and Royal Marines have a new 
man at the helm in the shape of 
Cdre Stephen Thorne {pictured 
above). 

His principal goal will be to 
ensure that the Royai Naval 
Reserve and Royal Marines 
Reserve attain full strength by 





FOR A FREE CONSULTATION IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE, CALL US TODAY. 


0173 245 1133 
or: 0800 652 5113 


LINES OPEN 
8AM-8PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


www.resoIveuk.com email: info@resolveuk.com 


2010. 

Since the RNR and 
RMR were brought into a 
single ‘Maritime Reserves’ 
organisation 12 months ago, 
part-time sailors have been 
deployed on ship protection 
duties in the Gulf for the 
first time (see page 18) and 
numerous reservists were 
involved in Operation Highbrow, 
the evacuation of civilians from 
the Lebanon last summer. 

Around one in seven sailors 
or green berets on operations is 
drawn from the RNR/RMR, 

Cdre Thorne received the 
reins of the Maritime Reserves 
from Northern Irelander Cdre 
Elliott Reynolds during a 
ceremony aboard HMS Victory. 

"Reservists are an integral 
part of our ability to launch 
and sustain naval campaigns 
throughout the world,” said 
Cdre Thorne, 


• Green berets fear down the Shaft Al Arab in Basra in an ORC gunboat 


Afraid to open your mail or answer the phone? 

Robbing Peter to pay Paul? Refused a loan? Facing Bankruptcy? 

We will help you to resolve your debts. 

Resolve UK are specialist debt advisors to all military personnel and their families. 

IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO GET UP TO 
75% OF YOUR DEBT WRITTEN OFF. 

Example: Mr Bennett was struggling to pay €800 per month on £27k of debt. After negotiations 
we were able to reduce this to £250 and he will be debt free within 60 months. 


south of the country. 

The Royals of 539, based in 
Plymouth* have been conducting 
regular patrols on the Shan Al 
Arab (which means Coast of the 
Arabs); where they have been 
tutoring the Iraqi Coast Guard in 


the art of waterway security* 

Troy coincided with a similar 
large-scale operation in Baghdad 
by US and Iraqi forces as part 
of the wider security plan for 
the country, Operation Imposing 
justice. 


R OYAL Marine 
Commandos were 
at the heart of the 
largest operation 
by British forces in Basra 
since the Saddam regime 
was toppled nearly four 
years ago. 

Iraq's great southern city was 
docked down* as British and Iraqi 
forces sealed off the heart of the 
port to put a stop to smuggling, 
insurgency and other criminal 
activity under Operation Troy 
While troops established a 72- 
hour cordon in the city itself, green 
berets of 539 Assault Squadron 
Royal Marines ensured an equally 
potent dine' was drawn in the 
Shatt Al Arab and the manifold 
canals which run off the waterway 
and give Basra the title ‘Venice of 
the Middle East\ 


The squadron 
deployed its neu T 
powerful ‘gunboat 7 , 
the ORC or 
Offshore Raiding 
Craft, alongside 
patrol boats from the 
Iraqi Coast Guard 
Inland Waterways 
Department, to 
conduct searches of traffic on the 
river. 

All traffic approaching Basra 
by road or water was stopped 
and searched - the labyrinthine 
canal network in particular is 
regarded by intelligence analysts 
as a highway for criminals and 
rogue militia groups to move men 
and material. 

Ashore, 1,200 soldiers from 
Britain's 19 Light Brigade and 
2,000 officers and men from 
the Iraqi Security Forces set up 
roadblocks on eight principal 


routes into and out 
of Basra. 

Iraqi and British 
troops also closed 
the border with 
Iran, and surged 
into the more 
notorious districts 
of Basra to carry out 
a series of searches 
for suspicious vehicles. 

“We see Troy as another step 
along the way towards Iraqi 

authorities taking responsibility for 
the security of Basra,” said Capt 
Ollie File of 19 Light Brigade. 

“This was a large-scale 

operation with Iraqi and multi¬ 
national Forces working together 
for the greater good of the people 
of BasraT 

Troy, which was ongoing as 
Navy News went to press, was 
the first security operation on this 
scale involving Iraqi troops in the 


Cutlass to vanquish bombs 


A NEW breed of robots will help RN disposal 
teams deal with bombs in the future. 

Whitehall has ordered 80 'Cutlass’ hi-tech 
robots which can be ‘driven’ by operators using 
a joystick from a safe position. 

The RN’s three bomb disposal units - Southern 
Diving Units 1 and 2 and Northern Diving Group 
- already use robots to help them deal with lEDs 
(Improvised Explosive Devices) as home-made 
bombs are dubbed by the military. 

The iconic ‘wheelbarrows’ have been around 
since the 1970s (they were first used to cope with 
the menace of bombs in Northern Ireland). 


Three decades later, Cutlass is faster, more 
agile and above all can cope with far more types 
of explosive devices and difficult situations than 
its predecessor. 

Particularly impressive is the robot’s 
‘manipulator arm’ which operators can use to 
make bombs safe in a wide range of situations 
by day or night 

The MOD has ordered the Cutlasses from 
Remotec UK, part of the huge Northrop Grumman 
defence firm, for €65m. The first Cutlasses will 
begin entering service towards the end of the 
decade. 


terrorists' Achilles heel 


Commandos search for 
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• Transfer request.. (Above) HMS Cattistock (nearest the camera) and HMS Pembroke sail alongside HMS Quorn as they prepare to 
conduct a line transfer exercise and (left) Cattistock's superstructure basks in the glow of a January sunset 


A FIVE-strong force of 
minehunters opened 2007 
with a concerted sweep 
of the approaches to two 
of the nation’s greatest 
ports - which offered up 
some hidden surprises. 

Her Majesty’s Ships Atherstone, 
Cattistock and Quorn - all Hunt- 
class minehunters - and Pembroke 
and Walney, both Sandown-class 
mine countermeasures vessels, 
spent three weeks in the Solent on 
routine training. 

And what better training 
than genuine mines to 
dispose of? dm 

The approaches JUM 
to Portsmouth and 
Southampton have been 
surveyed and swept 
manifold. 

Yet the sea continues to ^*35 
reveal secrets - and the new 
Sonar 2193 fitted to the Hunt 
class reveals the parts that other 
sonar cannot find. 

Steel poles, metal beams, even 
shopping trolleys several miles 
out to sea, all were picked up 
by 2193 - as well as some more 
troublesome objects. 

As Quorn patrolled the sea 
lanes southeast of Nab Tower a 
strange object appeared on her 
new Sonar 2193 screen. 

The ship’s ‘yellow submarine’ 
(Remote-Control Mine Disposal 
Vehicle to give it the correct title) 


, three-ship line transfer, 
jg# with Quorn, Cattistock and 
BL. Pembroke. 

BNjSp\ "Whilst this sort of 
replenishment at sea 
is fairly common in 
frigates and destroyers, 
Mnpr it happens less often in 
gp^ mine countermeasures 
vessels,” said Lt Hugh 
Harris, Cattistock’s navigating 
officer. 

Despite the rather serene scenes 
depicted in the images on this 
page, the weather was far from 
kind for much of the 
Mm training. 

Indeed one 

[cftTtiST^Iv demonstration by 

Cattistock of her /jjjtt 
Sonar 2193 to JaMl 
HI surveying experts ||^B| 
took place in 19KJ 
iMsgf Portsmouth ArMM 
Harbour rather 

than the Solent, where 
gusts of up to 70mph were 
pounding shipping. 

The inclement weather at 
times also curtailed minehunting 
at sea - notably by the yellow 
submarines. 

But all in all, the 

[jjjy three-week hunt proved 

the potency of the two 
“vjgW minehuntmg squadrons. 

And survey work 
Kp dJB remains a laborious 

job; the ships move at 
extremely slow speeds, 

or even stop, while their 


sonar scans... although not all the 
work was done by the sailors. 

Aboard Cattistock, they let a 
robot take some of the strain. 

REMUS - a 5ft long torpedo- 
esque device - was launched into 
the Solent from Cattistock’s sea 
boat. 

The robots (officially Remote 
Environmental Monitoring Units) 
are sent out by a mother ship to 
hunt for mines at depths of more 
than 300ft using their side-scan 
sonar. 

REMUS 'flies’ close to the 
seabed, storing sonar 
Mm imagery on an onboard 
computer; once it has 
finished its mission, 
■BjOk the mini submarine is 

Hpt recovered and the sonar 
iSy images downloaded for a 
ship’s minehunting team 
■By to pore over. 

The MOD has bought 
12 of the surveying devices 

at a cost of more than £200,000 
apiece; Cattistock’s sailors were 
extremely impressed by their trials 
which gathered a lot of high- 
quality data in a remarkably short 
space of time. 

And as REMUS was beavering 
aw T ay beneath the surface on a 
pre-programmed route, beaming 
back data to the minehunter, 
Cattistock continued her survey 
work elsewhere in the Solent. 

Once the five ships have collated 
all the material they gathered over 
the three-week sweep, it will be 
sent to the UK Hydrographic 
Office in Taunton to revamp 
existing charts. 

“It w r as a challenging three 
weeks dealing with some appalling 
weather conditions which made 
life very uncomfortable and survey 
operations particularly difficult, 
but the team pulled through,” said 
Cattistock’s Commanding Officer 
Lt Cdr James Barnes. 

The Hunts are based in 
Portsmouth under 2nd Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron; the 
Sandowns are all located at 11M 
Naval Base Clyde under 1st Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron. 

“The task of keeping ports and 
shipping lanes free from the threat 
of mining is an essential part of 
maritime operations - it’s just as 
true in today’s hi-tech battlespace 
as it was in any of the previous 
century’s wars,” said Lt Chris 
Jones of MCM2. 

“Qur mine countermeasures 
ships form an integral part of any 
naval task force which is operating 
in the littoral environment. 

“By using state-of-the- 
art technology our ships are 
responsible for clearing routes 
through danger areas and 
providing safe anchorages for the 
ships in a task force ” 


was lowered into the chilly wj 
waters. Tg 

From 70ft beneath the 
surface of the Solent, the jSbM 
robot submarine beamed fiwH 
back live images of a HKfl 
1,5001b German GC 
mine. ^i H B 

A dive team then placed 
a 41b charge on die aged 
ordnance, withdrew to a safe 
distance and sent it up in the air. 

Slighdy closer to Portsmouth 
and Southampton two more 
aerial-launched mines were sent 
to the afterlife by HMS 
Mg Walney, 

jgs She found the ] 

ordnance a couple ^gjg 
■KX of miles southeast Hr 
of Nab Tower, ff 'T 

^ rst w * r h h er Bj i 

rA B§r ‘dipping’ Sonar 
■Er 2093, sent her 

yellow submarine ^ 
to investigate and sent 
the two mines to oblivion in 
controlled explosions. 

“It’s a great sense of satisfaction 
and mission accomplishment 
when you get an opportunity like 
this,” said Lt John Hu 1 rumen, 
Walney 3 s operations officer 
on exchange from the US 
Navy. dm 

Besides scouring the 
seabed for the detritus of 
two world wars, the mixed 
group conducted various 
manoeuvres, including 
gunnery shoots and a 


• ‘Should we call ’em back yet? 1 'No, let ’em freeze a bit longer... ’ (Below) Two lieutenant commanders 
look on from HMS Quorn as the ship’s divers deal with a wartime mine and (left) Quorn recovers her 
‘yellow submarine 1 after a closer look at a suspected mine 


ROYAL SAILORS 
HOME CLUB 


The 143rd Annual General Meeting 
of the Royal Sailors’ Home Club, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth, will be held 
in the ballroom of the club on 
Tuesday 24th April 2007 at 10.30. 
Commanding Officers are requested to 
encourage maximum attendance from 
their ships and establishments. 

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 
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Passing of an 
era at Haslar 

A POIGNANT ceremony 
will mark the passing of the 
baton from an historic medical 
institution to a youthful one this 
month. 

The title of Freedom of 
Gosport passes from Royal 
Hospital Haslar to its near 
neighbour the Ministry of 
Defence Hospital Unit (MDHU) 
in Portsmouth, as the last 
Commanding Officer of Haslar 
officially leaves the famous 
building, 

Surg Capt James Campbell 
is die last in a long line of CGs 
stretching back to 1795 (the 
hospital itself opened in October 
1753). 

His staff will remain at Haslar 

- but under the command of 
Cdr Bill Dtiming of the MDHU 
at Queen Alexandra Hospital in 
Cosham, 

The CO’s departure will be 
marked by a formal parade by 
Haslar staff through the streets of 
Gosport led by the Band of HM 
Royal Marines Plymouth, 

The parade will end at the 
Time Space (a modern-day 
amphitheatre off the Millennium 
Promenade), where the Freedom 
4 baton 3 will be transferred to the 
MDHU 

After that brief ceremony, the 
parade will resume, marching 
up the High Street to the town 
hall, where Gosport’s mayor 
June Cully will take the salute 
accompanied by Surg Capt 
Campbell and Cdr Durning, 

Although Surg Capt Campbell 
is leaving Haslar, the hospital w r ill 
continue to serve the people of 
Gosport - and military personnel 
will continue to work there. 

The parade begins at Haslar at 
10.30am on Wednesday March 
28, 

Wings from the 
past master 

HOW apt it was that the doyen 
of Naval aviation should present 
Wings to the next-generation of 
fHers. 

Henry Allingham, Britain’s 
oldest man and last living link 
with the Royal Naval Air Service 

- forerunner of today’s Fleet Air 
Arm - w T as guest of honour at 702 
Naval Air Squadron inYeovilton 
when ten airmen earned their 
spurs. 

Pilots Lts Ian Brannighan, 

Dave Neyland, Keith Attwood, all 
RN, and Leutnant Jorg Lehmann 
of the Deutsche Marine, plus 
observers Lts Vince Owen, Martin 
Ormshaw r , Phil Chandler, Rob 
Me Savage and Joe Keane received 
die coveted symbol of a qualified 
aviator from Henry and Second 
Sea Lord Vice Admiral Adrian 
Johns, the nadon’s highest- 
ranking serving naval aviator. 

Also rewarded was Kiw r i Lt 
Johnny Stanton RNZN who 
earned his Wings with his 
native Navy, but collected his 
operational conversion certificate 
from the Fleet Air Arm, 

The presentation ofWingS 
marks the end of a two-and-a- 
half-year odyssey for the Lynx 
pilots and observers which began 
at Dartmouth and ended with 
702 NAS at Yeovil ton, where the 
trainees first learned to fly the 
Lynx, then learned how to fight 
and operate it in the front-line, 

“Meeting Henry was truly 
memorable for all the graduating 
students - they could reflect on 
the proud history of the Fleet Air 
Arm and consider what their role 
would be in its bright future,” 
said Cdr Kevin Fleming, 702’s 
Commanding Officer. 

Lt Ow T en collected the Adam 
Cawthorne trophy for the best 
results as an ab initio observer; 

Lt Brannighan received the 
Westland trophy for the best ab 
initio performance on operational 
conversion; and the Richard 
Harper trophy for the greatest 
improvement during training 
went to Lt Neyland. 

With the exception of Lt 
Lehmann, all the new r owners 
ofWings have now joined 815 
NAS, the front-line frigate and 
destroyer Lynx squadron also 
based at Yeovil ton. 

Also rewarded was instructor 
Lt Pete Talbot RAN who collected 
the Lt Rod Skidmore Trophy for 
excellence in flying instruction. 
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Baltic deeds 
remembered 


BRITISH officer Cdr Andy 
Hancock joined comrades 
from Estonia when they paid 
tribute to the men who helped 
liberate the Baltic state from 
the Russian yoke nine decades 
ago. 

The Royal Navy played a 
crucial role in the foundation 
of the modern, independent 
Estonian state, dispatching 
a task force to the Baltic to 
support the freedom movement 
at the end of the Great War. 

The arrival of the fleet, under 
Admiral Walter Cowan, is often 
seen as a turning point in a 
conflict often forgotten outside 
the Baltic. 

Each year, Estonia’s leaders 
gather at a military cemetery in 
the nation’s capital Tallinn to 
place wreaths on the graves of 
those killed during the struggle 
for independence. 

This year the ceremony was 
attended by British officers 
involved with the handover 
of Sandown-class mine 
countermeasures vessels to the 
fledgling Estonian Navy. 

It fell to Cdr Hancock (RD 
West Underwater Weapons 
Systems) to lay a wreath and 
salute the fallen. 

Cdr Hancock was in 
Estonia to look at the future 
requirements of the tiny 
Estonian Fleet (its personnel 
number just 300 and the 
Navy has only existed as an 
independent force since 1994) 
while his colleagues looked 
at issues surrounding the re¬ 
activation of former HM Ships 
Sandown and Inverness, 

Both vessels will be put 
into service eventually by the 
Estonians to safeguard their 
waters and also to dispose of 
thousands of pieces of wartime 
ordnance which continue to lie 
on the bed of the Baltic, 

H Baltic mission for Brocklesby, 
page 5 


• John Bridge’s daughters Elizabeth Eastwood and Susie Williams admire the display panel celebrating their father's deeds 

Picture: LA{Phot) Shaun Preston, FRPU Whale Island 


THE word ‘hero 5 is banded 
about by the media all too 
often. 

Unassuming physics teacher 
John Bridge (pictured, right , in 
South Africa in 1942 ) probably 
would have hated tire label. 

But he was mightily proud 
to know that the spiritual home 
of Naval diving w r ould bear his 
name. 

Sadly he passed away just two 
months shy of the John Bridge 
Building being officially unveiled 
on Horsea Island. 

But his family was there to 
witness the occasion as a special 
breed of sailors paid their respects 
to a man regarded as one of the 
founding fathers of Naval bomb 
disposal and diving. 

Until last month the John 
Bridge Building was tire Reclaim 
Building, headquarters of the 
Fleet Diving Squadron and 
the Superintendent of Diving 
(responsible for underwater safety 
across the three Services), 

Squadron CO Cdr Bcrnie 
Thompson was charged with 
finding a more inspiring name for 
his Portsmouth Harbour HQ. 

His eyes quickly fell upon the 
name of Lt Cdr John Bridge 
RNVR - winner of the George 
Cross and George Medal and Bar 
for his wartime deeds. 

“We wanted to find a new 
name which reflected the 
clearance diver’s unique role both 
as ordnance disposal operator 
and as a diver,” explained Cdr 
Thompson, 

“As soon as I read about John 
Bridge’s exploits, I knew I had 
found the ideal role model. His 
professionalism will inspire future 
generations.” 

Aged 91, Lt Cdr Bridge gave 
today’s divers permission to use 
his name on their headquarters, 
which were officially renamed on 
what would have been his 92nd 
birthday 

“My father said very little about 
his wartime experiences - it’s been 
a joy to learn about this chapter 
of his life,” said his daughter 
Elizabeth Eastwood, 

“He always held the Senior 
Service in high regard and would 
have enjoyed being here with 
the divers - he was very excited 
about the prospect of having the 
headquarters named after him.” 

Besides a nameplate bearing the 
name of the new building, there is 


PHYSICS master John 
Bridge volunteered for bomb 
disposal work because he 
said he wanted to save lives, 
not end them. 

That he did, earning the 
George Medal for disarming 
bombs in the West Country 
at the height of the Blitz, 
including unexploded 
ordnance in Devonport and 
Falmouth. 

He was posted to South 
Africa to continue his work 
and taught himself to dive. 

It was his combined skill 
of disposal and diving which 
would earn him the George 
Gross after the fall of Sicily 
in the summer of 1943. 

In a fortnight’s work, 
Bridge and his team cleared 
the harbour at Messina - an 
operation made particularly 
hazardous by booby traps 
left by the Germans. 

His citation declared that 
he showed “conspicuous 
and prolonged bravery and 
contempt of death”. 

He continued his disposal 
work in Normandy and the 
Low Countries during the 
Allies’ advance of 1944. 

Post-war, John Bridge 
returned to teaching, finally 
retiring as director of 
education in Sunderland. 

It was there that he died 
in December; serving RN 
divers acted as pallbearers 
at his funeral. 


a graphic display inside detailing 
the diver’s exploits, as well as 
some of his personal effects on 
permanent show. 

His family was given a guided 
tour of the headquarters. 


Atowergate Wilsons 


Reclaim for a hero 
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SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY No.616 




LEDBURY 


Malta Convoys 

Arctic....... . 

Sicily.. . 

Salerno.... 

Adriatic.. 

Aegean .. 

Kuwait.- . 


Battle Honours 


T HERE’S been no 
opportunity for swing¬ 
ing the lead on board 
busy minehunter HMS 
Ledbury, as the Hunt-class 
mine countermeasures ves¬ 
sel (MCMV) has been kept 
busy on fishery protection 
duties for the last year 

In fact her visit to Bristol last 
month as part of the city’s com¬ 
memorations to mark the 200th 


Facts and 
Figures 


Class: Hunt-class mine 
countermeasures vessel 
Pennant Number: M3Q 
Builder. Vosper Thorny croft, 
Southampton 

Launched: December 1979 
Commissioned: June 11 1981 
Displacement: 685 tonnes 
Length: 60,3 metres 
Beam: 10.4 metres 
Draught: 2.4 metres transit 
dome, 4 metres acoustic dome 
Speed: 14 knots 
Complement: 42 
Propulsion: Two Pax man Deltic 
9-cylinder Tye 9-59K, one 
Pax man Deltic cylinder Type 9- 
55B for slow speed drive 
Armament: 30mm BMARC 
S30-GMI, two general purpose 
machine guns, and provision for 
two 20 mm guns 


• Minehunter HMS Ledbury in Bristol in mid-February as part of the Royal Navy's anti-siavery commemorations 

Picture: Darren Setter, DLO Photographies 


Next the destroyer Ledbury 
was part of the Pedestal convoy 
to Malta, and one of the three 
destroyers strapped to the belea¬ 
guered tanker Ohio that hauled 
her into Malta’s Grand Harbour 
after the waves of attacks by 
enemy aircraft, torpedo boats and 
submarines. 

Ledbury’s life became no more 
peaceful as the war progressed as 


she racked up more battle hon¬ 
ours, continuing her escort duties 
between Iceland and the Orkneys, 
taking part in the Salerno land¬ 
ings, and escorting convoys from 
Malta and Alexandria, Offensive 
patrols in the Adriatic and Aegean 
also won her credit. 

She w T ent into reserve in 1946, 
and was eventually broken up in 
Rosyth in 1958, 


Ledbury 


anniversary of the abolition of the 
slave trade must have been a wel¬ 
come break in her busy routine. 

It’s not the only big event at 
which the MCMV has played a 
starring role in the last 12 months 
in her job of fishery protection. 

In Lowestoft she graced the 
annual Fish Festival and in South 
Wales she marked the cente¬ 
nary celebrations of the port of 
Fishguard, 

Her task of patrolling the 
nation’s coast enforcing the laws 
of fishing rights and catch quo¬ 
tas have made her a regular at 
the coastal ports of Newcastle, 
Shoreham, Falmouth, Poole, 
Weymouth and Devonport, as well 
as the occasional visit to her home 
port of Portsmouth. 

Although die name Ledbury has 
only the one antecedent, that one 
ship punched above her weight in 
her six years of active service dur¬ 
ing World War 2. 

Ordered just two days after the 
start of the conflict , the Hunt-class 
destroyer won six battle honours 
in a dramatic career that saw her 
take part in many of the notorious 
events of that conflict. 

Her initial war years were spent 
escorting warships and auxiliaries 
between Scapa Flow and Iceland 
until June 1942 when she became 
part of the ill-fated PQ17 that was 
famously ordered to scatter with 
the consequent loss of 25 ships. 
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LS William Odgers, VC 


TALES of Empire are invariably littered with 
stories of Soy’s Own deeds by military men 
counterbalanced by political ineptness and 
crassness of staggering proportions. 

Indeed behind many of the wars which helped 
add the prefix ‘Great 1 to ‘Britain 1 , were political 
shenanigans, connivance and duplicity which 
150 years later seem rather shameful. 

And so it was that one Thomas Gore Browne, 
Her Majesty’s Governor of New Zealand, helped 
to ignite a vicious war with the Maori tribes - all 
for the sake of 600 acres of land. 

For a dozen years there had been an uneasy 
peace between the Empire and the tribes, but 
with the settlers clamouring for more land, 
Browne offered to buy some from a minor 
chieftain. 

The sale of the land at Waitara was vetoed 
by the Maori leader - but Browne went ahead 
with the purchase and ordered British troops 
to occupy it anyway, provoking a year-long 
conflict. 

The Maoris began besieging settlers’ colonies, 
skillfully building pahs - forts - on the outskirts 
of the towns to effect their sieges. 

In late March 1860 HMS Niger was ordered to 
the besieged settlement of Omata; she put more 
than 300 soldiers and sailors ashore to relieve 
the townsfolk. 

There was talk of massacres, of settlers and 
boys tending to cattle being murdered. Maori 
warriors wandered up to the stockade at Omata 
“danced the war dance and fired some shots”. 

Yet the force sent to relieve Omata scon found 
itself in trouble; another 50 reinforcements, led 
by Niger’s captain Peter Cracroft, arrived with a 
241b rocket tube. 

They found the original landing party in 
disarray, its leader wounded - and the Maoris 
dominating the land from a pah on a hill on the 
edge of Omata. 

Undeterred, Cracroft turned to his men: 
“Lads, there are three flags flying in defiance of 
the Queen and our men. Ten pounds to the man 
that hauls the big flag down.” 

The man who hauled that big flag down 
was one LS William Odgers, a 26-year-old 
Cornishman and the captain’s coxswain, one of 
a party of sailors who stormed the pah. 

Half a dozen rockets were fired from the 
makeshift launcher, then the men swarmed 
forward “in the most gallant style”. 

All three Maori banners were seized and every 
tribesman defending the pah was killed - many 
men according to British sources, just a solitary 
aged Maori according to native sources. 


Cracroft recommended four men for the 
VC, but it was Odgers “being the most daring” 
and the first Briton into the pah who was 
awarded it. 

Before the decade was out, Odgers had been 
discharged from the Navy because he was 
medically unfit. 

He did what many former sailors do upon 
retirement: he ran a pub, the Union Inn on 
the waterfront at Saltash. And it was 
there, aged just 40, that he died in 
late 1873. (The pub remains today, 
distinguishable by a huge Union Flag 
motif painted on its facade.) 

As for the Maoris, they held the 
Empire at bay for another year. 

Colonial newspapers urged no 
mercy be shown to any native 
“at heart a murderer and 
assassin”. 

Reality not emotions 
dictated Governor 
Browne’s actions. In 
March 1861 he agreed 
to a ceasefire after 
12 months of bitter 
fighting. 

And the scrap 
of land which was 
the cause of the 
dispute? 

It remained in Maori 
hands. 
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Derby waits 
for Ambush 


FISHERMEN know a thing 
or two about fish. 

The clue’s in their job title, 
you see. 

So the drugbusters of HMS 
Lancaster were somewhat 
sceptical when they boarded a 
i fishing 5 vessel whose haul for six 
weeks at sea amounted to 220lbs 
of rotten fish. 

The frigate pounced on the 
boat during the latest stage of her 
anti-drug patrol in the Caribbean 

and while no illegal substances 
were found on the trawler, crew 
are in little doubt that this w T as 
a boat bound for a mid“oeean 
rendezvous to pick up narcotics. 

“The crew were clearly not 
very competent fishermen and 
they were also highly suspicious: 
they deleted all their GPS fixes 
and they had welding equipment, 
false bulkheads and paint to put 
in place to conceal drugs, 1 * said 
Lt Helen Mackenow, the ship’s 
deputy logistics officer. 

“Although we didn’t find any 
drugs we’re certain that this vessel 
was waiting for a drop:’ 

Lancaster sailed in pursuit of 
the trawler based on intelligence 
- and similar intelligence led to a 
hasty departure from Curacao in 
the Dutch Antilles. 


So hasty, in fact, that 
three officers enjoying 
leave were left behind. 

The trio arrived at an 
airfield for a pick-up by 
the ship’s Merlin to 
find a message waiting 
for them: Make your 
way to Martinique 
- the ship’s next port 
of call. 

As it was, Lancaster 
returned to the Dutch 
dependency (the boat she 
set off to chase proved to 
have no drugs aboard) to pick up 
the stranded sailors. 

Equally eventful was the Red 
Rose ship’s visit to Grenada to 
celebrate 33 years of independence 
(on Independence Day, no less). 

We say £ day s but in this part of 
the world parties tend to run on 
for a few days. 

Indeed, the ship found the 
capital $t George’s in carnival 
mood with street parties in full 
swing as she arrived 24 hours 
before Independence Day. 

Lancaster hosted an official 
reception for local dignitaries, 
where the traditional ceremonial 
sunset was accompanied by the 
strains of calypso music drifting 
across the harbour from a steel 
band. 


LANCASTER 


The independence 
parade the following day 
was no less colourful; 
sailors from Lancaster as 
well as the Grenadian 
Armed Forces and 
visiting sailors 
and marines from 
Venezuela took part 
in the procession, 
while the ceremonial 
gun of the frigate 
thundered 21 times at 
mid-day in salute. 

The island was badly hit 
by Hurricane Ivan in the autumn 
of 2004. It was a welcome surprise 
to Lancaster’s operations officer Lt 
Cdr John Fitzpatrick that Grenada 
had made such a fine recovery; he 
was die flight commander of HMS 
Richmond, one of the first vessels 
on the scene in Ivan’s wake. 

“Throughout our visit we were 
given a very warm welcome by 
the locals/ 1 said Lt Cdr Mark 
Sheldon, Lancaster’s weapon 


• In the spirit of independence... 
Lancaster's honour guard 
marches through St George’s on 
Independence Day in Grenada 

Pictures:LA(Phot) Luis Holden, 
FRPU Whale Island 

engineer officer. 

“Many of the crew made the 
most of their time alongside - 
visiting waterfalls in the rainforest 
or seeing the island’s mona 
monkeys in the national park,” 
Other crew chose more athletic 
pastimes such as scuba diving 
and kite sailing, while the ship’s 
football team chalked up their first 
victory of die tour with a 2-1 win 
over a local side. 

You can read more 
from Lancaster via her 
internet ‘diary’ at WWW. 
blogstoday.comk/bloghome. 
aspx?u se rn ame=Lane aster 

SI Lancaster’s Lions nudge past 
the French, page 46 


THE people of Derby like their 
submarines... and now they 
have a new one under their 
wing. 

Just six months after losing 
its ties with HMS Sovereign, 
the hunter-killer boat which 
was affiliated with the East 
Midlands city, Derby has 
forged new ones with 
HMS Ambush, the 
second of the next- 
generation Astute- 
class submarines. 

Ambush will 
not be in service 
until around 2011 
- she’s taking 
shape alongside 
her older sister 
Astute in the 
gigantic ship hall 
at BAE Systems’ 

Barrow yard - but civic 
leaders were keen to grab 
the new submarine before 
anyone else did. 

the city is home to Rolls- 
Royce which provides Britain’s 
nuclear submarines with the 
reactors that are at the boats’ 
heart (and has been doing 
so since the late 1950s), so it 
only seemed right that Derby 
persisted with its links with the 
Silent Service, 

The city bestowed the 
freedom of Derby upon the 
RN Submarine Service in 
2002 and enjoyed a 33-year 
affiliation with HMS Sovereign, 
an affiliation which ended with 
a farewell formal civic dinner 
for the ship's company last 




autumn to mark the boat’s 
decommissioning. 

Flag Officer Scotland 
Northern England and 
Northern Ireland, Rear Admiral 
Tony Johnstone-Burt, officially 
informed Derby folk of the 
new affiliation, an affiliation 
which was celebrated at the 
city’s council house by 
a ceremony involving 
Sea Cadets, submarine 
veterans, serving 

sailors, Rolls-Royce 
employees and civic 
dignitaries. 

Tm proud that 
the nation's most 
inland city can 
boast such a healthy 
naval relationship/’ 
said Derby’s Mayor 
Clfr John Ahern, 

“From the very first 

submarine to every current 
vessel, there is a Derby 
connection.” 

Rear Admiral Johnstone- 
Burt added: “This aftiliation 
allows the close bonds which 
had been established with 
our Submarine Service to be 
strengthened and extended to 
Ambush’s new crew and other 
boats.” 

HMS Astute is already 
affiliated with Wirral; she 
launches this sum mer. Ambush 
follows her out of the shed in 
2009. 

All three boats currently in 
build - HMS Artful concludes 
the initial trio of orders - will be 
based on the Clyde. 


• An artist's impression of HMS Ambush on patrol under the 

polar ice Picture: 6AS Systems 


• Stap and tickle enjoyed a resurgence in the Caribbean... Two 
sailors face-off on the flight deck during a game of bucket ball 
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• 'And the wall of the city shall fall down flat(Below) Troops from Mike Company search the rubble 
of a Taleban compound near Kajaki and (above) a commando ducks as he launches a 51mm mortar 
round at insurgent positions 




OYAL Marine 

Commandos 
kept Taleban 

insurgents on the 
back foot as the green 
berets swept through 
southern Afghanistan. 

Having driven the insurgents 
from the town of Kajaki, the 
Royals maintained the pressure 
to drive the Taleban from the 
surrounding area. 

Operation Volcano erupted 
around the village of Barikju, tine 
of the last bastions of the Taleban 
in the Kajaki district* 

The Royals spent six weeks 
smoking out the insurgents, holed 
up in mud forts and bunkers 
around Kajaki. 

Last month we featured the 
Royals’ successful offensive in 
Kajaki, the first stage in a concerted 
effort to restore normality to the 
northern regions of the troubled 
Helmand province. 

Outside the town, the 30-year- 


old Kajaki dam straddles 
the Helmand rivers 
it is intended to 
provide power to 
upwards of two million 
Afghans, but with the 
Taleban dominating the 
area, the civilian population 
fled, no engineers felt safe 
and the dam largely fell into 
disrepair. 

With Kajaki secured, the Royals 
of Mike Company 42 Commando, 
bolstered by 59 Independent 
Commando Royal Engineers 
and a specialist Royal Engineers 
Search Team, focused their efforts 
on 25 compounds and strongholds 
believed to be used by the Taleban, 
centred in Barikju, to the north of 
Kajaki. 

The insurgents used these bases 
to direct rifle, mortar and rocket 
fire at the Royals in Kajaki, 

Following two months of 
surveillance, the commandos 
unleashed Operation Volcano, 
systematically sweeping through 
the Taleban strnngpoints and 


walled compounds. 

Under mortar 
and air support, the 
commandos smashed 
their way into the 
Taleban compounds 
despite volleys of rifle 
and machine-gun fire, 
H plus rocket-propelled 
grenades. 

“Once our lads were in 
the compounds, the walls were 
Strong — providing a good level 
of protection to us, as well as to 
our enemy, from small arms and 
mortar fire,” said Capt Anthony 
Forshaw, commanding Operation 
Volcano. 

Having gained a foothold in 
the Taleban fort, the commandos 
began smoking each compound 
out individually. 

Insurgents in the village of 
Chin alt took exception to the 
Royals destroying the compounds 
and began to pour fire on the 
commandos. 

The Royals responded with 
mortar fire — and Allied air power 
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knowledge of leading troops into 
battle as a non-commissioned 
officer, commando logistics 
experts at Camp Shorabak in 
Helmand explained how a 
successful fighting force should 
be run. 

Wide-ranging courses from 
driving, vehicle repair, running 
a workshop and first-aid in the 
field to running a galley and 
ensuring the troops arc paid and 
administered correctly were run 
for the Afghan soldiers of 3/205 
Brigade, 

M Relief imminent, page 3 


joined In - to neutralise the 
Taleban threat, 

“The operation went very well,” 
said Capt Forshaw, “We have 
denied the enemy the use of the 
area, destroyed a number of his 
bunker and trench systems and 
gathered valuable intelligence for 
operations in the future,” 

With the Taleban forced out of 
Barikju, the commandos returned 
to Kajaki. 

Their presence in the district 
has seen the civilian populace 
tentatively return, vital if Helmand 
is to prosper and vital if the Kajaki 


dam is to bring power to 1,800,000 
Afghans, 

“The dam needs a lot of 
maintenance, plus another turbine 
for it to work more efficiently,” said 
Its senior engineer and manager 
Sayed Rasul, 

"Once this happens and the 
surrounding area is safer, the dam 
will provide electricity for millions 
and create jobs for thousands,” 

While the pressure on the 
Taleban is relentless, the pace of 
life for commandos charged with 
training Afghan soldiers rarely 
slackens. 


Troops from 42 and 45 
Commando, plus the Commando 
Logistic Regiment, have been 
assigned to 'omelette 5 - the 
Operational Mentoring Team, 

One day the Afghan National 
Army will take over from Allied 
forces in their own land. 

And while much of the focus is 
on the ‘business end 1 of training 
- combat operations - the Royals 
have also been keen to pass on 
their knowledge of the 'behind 
the scenes 1 work vital to front-line 
success. 

So while squad leaders imparted 




• Soldier rest, thy warfare o’er r ... (Left) The men of Mike Com¬ 
pany take a break following their exertions during Operation 
Volcano and (above) two commandos search a suspected 
Taleban hiding place 


Pictures by PO(Phot) Sean Glee, 3 Cdo Bde, 
and LA(Phot) Gaz Faulkner, 42 Cdo 
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The Marines 
behind the 
medals 


• Rough riders.,, HMS Edinburgh (left) leave s the south coast in heavy seas, accompanied by HMS 
Exeter... whose sailors have swapped en masse with their counterparts 


VISITORS to the Royal 
Marines Museum should better 
understand the men behind 
the medals on display thanks to 
£50,000 of lottery money. 

The medal collection at 





“COLONY CLASS” CRUISERS 1941 - 1945 

1:700th Scale Replica Models, measuring approx. 10” long, hand cast in metal and painted, 
mounted on a wooden plinth with brass nameplate and hand made gift box. 

HMS KENYA (photo) 1941L, FIJI, NIGERIA, MAURITIUS, TRINIDAD, 
GAMBIA, JAMAICA, BERMUDA. 

Also available modified model; 

HMS CEYLON, UGANDA AND NEWFOUNDLAND 1943 


To order your model send your name, address and daytime telephone number, 
along with your cheque or credit card details to: 

Skytrex Ltd, Unit 1 Cham wood Business Park, North Road, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire LEll 1LE 

Tel: 01509 213789 Fax: 01509 230874 

email; safest skytrex.com www.skytrex.com 
PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


• / spy with my little eye, something beginning with *$*... South Georgia ’s penguin population manage to 
look at everything other than HMS Edinburgh at anchor 


Eastney is, not surprisingly, 
the finest gathering of awards 
won by marines in the Corps 3 
illustrious history and includes all 
ten Victoria Crosses awarded to 
Royals. 

Now with the injection of cash 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
the stories of heroism behind 
many of those 8,200 medals can 
be told in greater detail. 

Two touch-screen computer 
consoles will provide a 
multimedia history of the 
collection and details of die men 
and the deeds which won the 
medals. 

New graphics panels will also 
be installed to help partially- 
sighted visitors to the museum 
and new special lighting fitted 
to ensure artificial lights do not 
damage the hallowed collection. 

“This will transform the way 
diat all our visitors and users can 
understand, appreciate and enjoy 
our outstanding collection,” said 
curator Ian Maine. 

Meanwhile, the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum in Yeovil ton will be 
opening the doors to its ‘reserve 
collection 1 - a rich archive of 
aircraft, artefacts and ephemera 
from a century of aviation on 
April 29. 

Cobh am Hall houses overspill 
items from the museum, 
including the first swept-wing 
aircraft to land on a carrier, the 
Gazelle Prince Andrew learned to 
fly in and a prototype bouncing 
bomb, plus 30,000 records and 
artefacts which won't fit in the 
main museum. 

The open day on Sunday April 
29 coincides with a military book, 
arts, prints and DVD/video fair. 

Entry to Cobham Hall costs 
£4.50 and to the book fair £150. 

P g rtsm ou th J s H istori c 
Dockyard will be focusing on the 
men and women behind Britain's 
rich naval heritage throughout 
May. 

Every Wednesday in May will 
see Falklands veterans recount 
their experiences of 23 years 
ago; numbers are limited, so you 
should book in advance. 

The same month, the team 
which brings HMS Warrior to life 
will be on hand daily to explain 
how Britain's first ironclad was 
restored and is kept in pristine 
condition. 

In preparation for celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of Warrior's 
arrival in Portsmouth, the 
dockyard is keen to record 
memories of people who 
remember seeing her leave 
Hartlepool, where she was 
restored, or arrive in Pompey. 
Contact info@warrior.org 

Also on hand in May will be 
Mary Rose re-enactors explaining 
what it was like to serve in the 
Tudor warship. 


IN BODY HMS Edinburgh 
is pounding the fearsome 
seas of the South Atlantic, 
the waves crashing over 
her stretched bow. 

But in spirit she’s sat alongside 
in Portsmouth Naval Base, slightly 
stubbier, slightly older, and with 
a distinctly Devonian feel to her 
passageways and messes. 

The Fleet’s experiment with 
‘Sea Swap’ (swapping one ship’s 
company for another) is in full 
swing as sailors from Her Majesty’s 
Ships Edinburgh and Exeter trade 
places. 

For the first four months of 
her deployment, Edinburgh has 
been pure, undiluted Eddie; but 
at the beginning of last month, 
sailors began the 8,000-mile 
swap over as Exeter’s crew flew 
out to the Falklands to replace 
their comrades. 

And when we say ‘swap', we 
mean ‘swap*, from commanding 
officers to the youngest, most 
junior ratings - cap tallies and all 

Edinburgh departed Pompey on 
a fairly overcast day in October, 
bound first for west Africa with the 
Exercise Vela amphibious group. 

Fittingly it was Exeter she sailed 
with initially (in rather lumpy 
seas) before the two ships parted 
company in the Channel. 

As the Vela vessels mostly 
turned for home, Eddie sailed 
out into the Atlantic in company 
w T ith her tanker REA Gold Rover, 
first heading for the islands of 
Ascension and St Helena. 

Then it was down to die tip of 
the continent to Cape Town for a 
memorable visit to the great South 


African port - and a fairly rare 
opportunity to w r ork alongside 
that nation’s navy. 

South Africa has just introduced 
the frigate Amatola to its fleet; 
her crew are learning to get the 
most out of her thanks to a team 
from the Flag Officer Sea Training 
in Devonport (with a view to a 
possible visit to the UK by the 
ship later this year). 

Edinburgh's arrival 
allowed the So nth Africans 
to test their skills in air 
defence, manoeuvring, 
replenishing at sea and 
operating helicopters. 

“Cape Town was 
a wonderful place 
to visit - especially 
the famous view of 
Table Mountain,” 
said Edinburgh’s 
Commanding Officer 
Cdr Scott Vernev. 

“But we w T ere also 
particularly fortunate to 
have the opportunity to exercise 
alongside one of the South African 
Navy’s newest ships.” 

From the shadow of Table 
Mountain, Eddie turned west to 
pay a fleeting visit to die isolated 
outpost of the Commonwealth, 
Tristan da Cunha, where the 260- 
strong ship's company effectively 
doubled the population overnight. 

We found ‘The Fortress of the 
Sea’ in Tristan in last month's 
Navy Newsi since then she has 
left the African sphere behind, 
replacing it with the environs of 
the Americas. 

On arriving in the Falklands, the 
destroyer linked up with friends 
old guardship HMS Dumbarton 
Castle and 30 Air Defence Battery 


Royal Artillery (she exercised with 
the latter during war games tiff 
Scotland last year) - and friends 
new, the Royal Welch Fusiliers and 
903 Expeditionary Air Wing (the 
RAF’s units based in the islands). 
After yet more air defence 
exercises, some gunnery training, 
and visits to some of the more 
remote settlements dotted around 
the Falklands, Edinburgh 
embarked several fusiliers 
and sailed for South 
Georgia. 

“The patrol w-as one of 
the most memorable of 
the deployment,” said Lt 
Cdr Chris Hendrickx, 
Eddie’s Weapon 
Engineer Officer. 

“The truly 

breathtaking landscape 
of mountains and 
glaciers provides a 
backdrop for diverse 
wildlife — seals, reindeer, 
penguins,’' 

Short visits to the Falklands and 
Brazil followed, before Eddie was 
back in the Falklands to conduct 
the final exercises before Exeter’s 
sailors took over, providing gunfire 
support as troops were landed on 
West Falkland. 

That done, the two destroyers 
could begin swapping sailors, 
Exeter and Edinburgh tuned 
into swap ship (groan - Ed) long 
before the latter sailed south. 

Although both are Type 42 
destroyers, the ships do differ (the 
most noticeable difference being 
Eddie’s length and her ‘Kryten’ 
4 + 5in main gun). 

And so the ship’s companies 
couldn’t simply swap ‘just like 
that’ - extra training was required 


# Rather calmer seas for HMS Edinburgh at anchor under the 
historic guns of Ascension Island 
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• A golden dusk for Edinburgh in Cape Town under the glow of the 
great port's floodlights 


• Replenishments at Sea (RASes) for HMS Edinburgh (above) with 
RFA Gold Rover and (right) with new South African frigare Amatofa 


for both crews to allow them to 
step into the other's shoes. 

Then the Edinburgh team began 
switching from D97 (where life, so 
the unofficial motto proclaims, is 
heaven) to D89 (where life is fine) 
while their Exeter colleagues flew T 
south in batches to take their 
place. 

To ensure the transition 
went smoothly, the mobile 
POST team was again on 
handj this time in the 
Falklands to make sure 
the Exeter sailors were 
confident operating 
Edinburgh. 

They will stay with 
Eddie for the rest of 
the deployment, while 
Edinburgh's crew will 
ensure Exeter upholds 
her commitments around 
the British Isles. 

“Getting aboard Exeter isn’t 
the end of the trial for my ship’s 
company - just as Exeter’s sailors 
will be operational in the Falklands, 
we have a busy programme to 
fulfil back in the UK,” said Gdr 
Verney, 

And to what end? 

The aim is to keep a ship on 
station longer in an operational 
theatre. 

In the case of deployments to 
the Gulf and Falklands especially, 
probably two months of a six- 
month tour of duty is spent getting 
to and from theatre. 

So Eddie will be home in 
Pompey this summer and then 


the game of vice versa resumes 
with the two ship’s companies 
again swapping places, but this 
time they will be alongside each 
other. 

Edinburgh and Exeter comprise 
just one strand of the sea swap 
experiment; Her Majesty's 
Ships Sutherland and 
Monmouth - both Type 
23 frigates - are also 
testing ways of keeping 
ships in theatre longer 
by rotating crew 
(Sutherland is in the 
Gulf, Monmouth is 
about to head off to 
the Far East). 

It is complicated. 
It has raised a few 
eyebrows in the Fleet. It 
is a logistical challenge. 

But such challenges can be 
overcome - and for the better, 
says Gdr Verney. 

“The Sea Swap trial as a whole 
- and particularly our swap 
with Exeter - dearly show r s the 
Navy’s willingness to embrace 
change where that change delivers 
improved results,” he added. 

Once the two ships swap 
back ( c unswap 3 is the official 
term apparently), the respective 
companies will pick up their 
affiliations. 

For Eddie that means a welcome 
visit to her namesake city later this 
year to march through the streets 
and celebrate the freedom of 
Edinburgh for the first time since 
the destroyer’s commissioning. 


Intrepid will go on 
and on and on... 

FIFTEEN years after s he last sailed under her own steam 
Falklands veteran HMS Intrepid wilt finally be broken up - or in 
modern 'green' parlance ‘recycled retirement'. 

The assault ship has been moored alongside her sister Fearless 
in Portsmouth Harbour since the duo were paid off, although 
Intrepid spent the last decade of her life laid up in the naval base 
in reserve. 

A decade earlier she played a key role in the liberation of the 
Falklands during the landings at San Carlos - the high point in a 
career which spanned four decades. 

The end for the sisters came with the arrival of HMS Albion 
and Bulwark, much more potent assault ships, but Intrepid and 
Fearless continue to possess an irresistible charm {and firm 
following) as the last steam ships in the surface fleet. 

Leaves!ey International, the firm preferred by Whitehall to carry 
out the breaking up - most probably in the UK - hopes to sell a 
limited number of 'souvenir' items from Fearless. 

If hopes to sell off other material, equipment and components 
from the ship for re-use, and recycle much of her steel. 

Whitehall laid down strict criteria for firms bidding to dismantle 
the assault ship in an ‘environmentally-friendly 1 manner 

“Intrepid played a key role in the Falklands 25 years ago but all 
Royal Navy ships eventually reach the end of their working lives,” 
said Portsmouth Naval Base Commander Cdre David Steel. 

No date has been set for the dismantling operation to begin; 
Leavesley must first obtain the necessary licences and approvals 
from authorities before the MOD can place a contract with it. 

In recent years many RN ships have been sent overseas for 
breaking up, but defence minister Lord Dray son said the process 
of “uncontrolled, unregulated recycling of Royal Navy vessels in 
other parts of the world” had come to an end, 

“The MOD is determined to act ^- 
responsibly when it comes to the disposal & 
of former RN vessels. Only responsible 
companies which will act within all UK and EU 
laws and environmental regulations will be 
considered,” he added. 





• A Royal Marine in a Rigid Raider emerges from intrepid's dock 
during exercises in the latter stages of her career 



Separating? Specialist Armed 
Forces pension advice... 

If you are considering a separatio n or divorce 
call our Family Helpline for more details of our 
Free Consultation which can be by phone or 
in person . We also have a dedicated Armed 
Forces area on our website with 
comprehensive information on a whole range 
of family matters, including pension advice . 
We can help you through - call Freephone: 

0800 827168 

www.coffinmew.co.uk 

Offices in Fareham, North Hartjour Pori&mourh, Southampton and Gosport 

Regulated by the Law Sockt/- 


NEED initial FREE 
LEGAL ADVICE? 

Then contact: 



A Nationwide network of highly experienced Independent Solicitors 

Who advise and represent Service Personnel, Reservists, the 
Civil Service and their Families 

Contact: 

0845 601 1260 

or 

www.forceslaw.com 

for a Local Lawyer who 
SPEAKS YOUR LANGUAGE 

COURTS MARTIAL - DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES - EMPLOYMENT 
and REINSTATEMENT of RESERVE FORCES PERSONNEL - SERVICE 
INVESTIGATIONS - CRIME - HOUSE or BUSINESS PURCHASE 
or SALE including LSAP’s * DIVORCE CHILDREN PENSIONS and 
TERMINAL GRANTS * ACCIDENTS and COMPENSATION * ARMED 
FORCES COMPENSATION SCHEME PREVIEW - WILLS dr 
DEATH of a RELATIVE 




































SPRING SALE 



THIS is a “mind-boggling* - and 
extremely rare - view of one of 
Britain’s cutting-edge warships. 

On the bed of a dry dock in 
Rosyth, crew and shipwrights 
gather around the keel of HMS 
Somerset shortly before the 
waters lapped around her hull 
once more. 

The Devon port-based frigate 
is in the finishing stages of a 
Zl< 3m overhaul at the hands of 
Babcock on the Forth. 

Somerset, like her sisters 
Richmond, Northumberland and 
Westminster, is being converted 
to carry a Merlin helicopter, fitted 
with the world-class Sonar 2087 
to find the quietest submarines, 
and generally being revamped 


for at least another decade’s 
service in the front line. 

The ship will return to duty this 
summer, but to celebrate the 
milestone of external work being 
finished below the waterline, 
those who had worked on her 
were invited to a party beneath 
the 3,500-ton hull. 

“In the water, Somerset is a 
spectacular sight, but seeing her 
out of water, in all her splendour, 
is mind-boggling,” said Lt Cdr 
Simon Chapman, the ship’s 
Senior Naval Officer. 

“We now have one of the most 
formidable warships in the world 
- she’s in magnificent condition 
and will be a powerful asset for 
years to come,” 


Cavalier rides again 



• Genera/ Service Seamen Reserve practise fending off attackers with a baton aboard HMS Cavalier in 
Chatham Historic Dockyard 


MORE than three 
decades after she 
echoed regularly 
with the cries and 
commands of 
sailors, life was 
breathed into 
HMS Cavalier 
once again by 
men of the sea 

Reservists took over 
the wartime destroyer* 
today a museum at Chatham 
Historic Dockyard, for a weekend 
of training and exercises which 
will help them relieve the burden 
upon their full-time counterparts. 
More than 30 members of the 
General Service Seaman Reserve 
- a mixture of rookies and 
veterans of conflicts in the Gulf 
and Falklands - used Cavalier as a 
"realistic working environment’ to 
learn skills from basic seamanship 
to ship protection. 

The GSSR branch has been 
formed to bolster protection for 
RN and RFA ships in foreign 
ports - and to make life slightly 
easier for ships 5 companies. 

Many general service sailors do 
not enjoy the full benefits of a 
port visit because they arc on duty 
guarding their vessel, hence the 
idea of flying the reservists out. 
The first successful deployment 
of GSSR sailors took place in the 
Gulf last autumn when a dozen 
reservists joined HMS Kent 
during a two-week stay in Dubai, 
In Chatham, classroom 
education and a recruitment 
event was held at the Tender Unit 
in nearby Brompton Barracks, 
home to the Royal Engineers and 
the Medway division of HMS 
President, London’s Royal Naval 
Reserve unit. 

The weekend culminated 
aboard Cavalier with individual 
weapons tests and baton training, 
“It was great to practise our 


skills on a warship - albeit an old 
one/’ said AB Aitchison, a marine 
insurance claims adjuster by day. 

AB Jones, a civil servant, added: 
“I found it a useful training 
exercise and an excellent team¬ 
building weekend - with a decent 
run ashore,” 

Falklands veteran Lt Roy 
Malkin, Officer in Charge of 
Medway Division, said that giving 
the part-time sailors the sense of 
working on a genuine warship 


had proved to be extremely 
worthwhile, 

“Our General Service seamen 
have to be trained to provide 
ship protection in all kinds of 
environments and despite 
her age - Cavalier provides an 
excellent training facility as it 
allows our trainees to re-assess 
and constantly adapt their tactics, 
reacting to unusual and unfamiliar 
situations/’ he added. 

Cavalier served in the RN 


between late 1944 and 1972. 

Her career as a museum piece 
has been nomadic to say the least. 

Southampton* Brighton and 
Tyneside all attempted to make 
the wartime destroyer a viable 
proposition as a visitor attraction 
before Cavalier found a permanent 
home in Chatham a decade ago. 

Despite being paid off Cavalier 
continues to fly the White Ensign 
as a living memorial to destroyer 
men. 







Canvas Flag 
Pockets 

WAS £17.99 
NOW £8.99 UK 

Measures 77cm x 44cm 
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Round and Oval Cufflinks 

(Round Cufflinks not shown) 

ROUND WAS £18.99 NOW £9*50 UK 
OVAL WAS £12.99 NOW £6,49 UK 


Royal Navy 
Baseball Cap 

WAS £9.99 
NOW £4.99 UK 


Keyrings 

Choose from Bosun's Call, Propeller, 
Anchor or a Diving Helmet, 

WAS £2.50 each 
NOW £1*25 each UK 


For orders and enquiries please telephone 023 9282 6040 or write to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH or visit our online store at www.naYynews.co.uk 
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Bertie Bear 

WAS £ 23.99 
NOW £11.99 UK 

Measures 27cm (10,5") 
when sitting 


Ernest Bear 

His jumper is only 
available in red. 
WAS £9.99 
NOW £4*99 UK 

Measures 18cm (7 ff ) 
when sitting 


Navy News 2007 Calendar 
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Royal Navy 
StickPin 
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A FORCE FOR GOOD 



But I 

am a 
lady ... 

IT’S not often you hear the words 
at die end of the infamous Royal 
Marines endurance course at 
CTCRM Lympstone: “It will take 
me hours to get this mud out of 
my hair, and I don't even want to 
talk about my nails. .7 s 

But these were no ordinary 
Marines, these were the even 
more stalwart wives and girlfriends 
of the green berets. 

A day of muddy exploits on 
assault courses, shooting ranges 
and driving tracks added up to a 
bundle of charity cash. 

Patricia Leatham of charity 
Against Breast Cancer visited the 
Commando Training Centre to 
receive the hard-won sponsorship 
from the day, totalling £] ,200. 

She said: “For the second year 
running, Against Breast Cancer 
has received the wonderful sup¬ 
port of the Royal Marines at the 
Commando Training Centre 
- especially the wives, girlfriends 
and female members of staff who 
conducted the Ladies’ Commando 
Challenge. 

“All the money raised will be 
used at the Royal Devon and 
Exeter Hospital for a diet and 
lifestyle study into the prevention 
of breast cancer” 

Tire Royal Marines of the cen¬ 
tre have not just been looking 
close to home — a unique union 
among the Corps, Exeter-based 
watercooler company AquAid and 
the UK charity Pump Aid has 
meant that for every four coolers 
installed at Lympstone, a water- 
well is sponsored in Zimbabwe, 

“We are conscious that with 
the amount of physical activity 
our recruits undertake rehydra¬ 
tion is essential,” said Capt Mark 
Latham RM. 

“To think that while we are 
training and drinking water that 
we are saving lives is quite amaz¬ 
ing. We arc proud to play a part in 
this scheme and wish Pump Aid 
all the success they deserve,” 

And one 
for the 
birds... 

THE fate of the scarce albatross 
has been bolstered by a donation 
of £5,000 by the Royal Naval Bird¬ 
watching Society to the RSPB's 
Save the Albatross campaign. 

The money will be used to 
educate fishermen and provide 
minor modifications to their gear 
which can reduce the unnecessary 
slaughter that has already brought 
19 of the 21 albatross species close 
to extinction. 

Find out more at www.rnbws. 
org.uk. 

No more 
lazy days 

THE self-confessed 4 Great Lazy 
One’, otherwise known as Lt Andy 
Hunt of HMS Southampton, is 
taking on the London Marathon 
in aid of charity Children with 
Leukaemia, 

Determined that his lazy ways 
are behind him, Andy is out to 
net a fundraising goal of £1,500. 
Anyone wishing to pledge their 
support can visit the website www. 
bmychanty,com/V2/andyhunt 

Gear up for golf 

ALTHOUGH the RN Police may 
have changed their name, it's nice 
to know' that certain things don't 
change... 

This year, once again, the Cancer 
Research UK Golf Day will take 
place at South wick Park on May 
8, organised by fomer Master at 
Arms Craig Beetlestone. 

Tickets, including 27 holes, 
breakfast, lunch and curry supper 
,cost Service personnel £45 and 
civilians £55* Contact Craig on 
07886 030617 or e-mail him at 
crai gbeetl e stone© h otm ai I .com 




Your friendly, affordable 
London Club 


US Rugby gets the 
wooden spoon 

DISADVANTAGED children in the Portsmouth area will benefit from 
the sporting activities of the United Services Rugby Club. 

Lt Cdr John Scivier received a cheque for £1,325 from the man¬ 
agement and players of the Ports mouth-based club for the Wooden 
Spoon charity that supports disabled and disadvantaged children, 
mainly in sports projects. 

Lt Cdr Scivier said: “This is a wonderful donation for the 
Hampshire Spoons fundraising efforts for 2007. 

“This money will now go to help children in Hampshire that per¬ 
haps would not have had the opportunity to get out and about, and 
enjoy some of the sporting and adventurous activities that we ail 
take for granted. 

“As a charity that has its foundations in rugby, it is particularly 
pleasing to come to the United Services. 

Find out more about the charity at www.woodenspoon.com. 


Check out 
the abs on 
Adams 

A ELAT stomach was the reward 
for OM John 4 Patch’ Adams 5 fun¬ 
draising efforts on board HMS 
Sutherland during her Gulf de¬ 
ployment. 

In a stomach-crunching mara¬ 
thon, Patch completed 1,050 sit- 
ups in a single attempt, all verified 
by an eagle-eyed PTi. 

His admirable abdomen 
has garnered £600 for the 
ship's charities that include the 
Count}' Community Hospital in 
Invergordon, Scotland, 

The Devonport-based frigate 
sailed for the region in September 
last year for a nine-month deploy¬ 
ment, The Type 23 Is patrolling 
the Iraqi oil platforms, guarantee¬ 
ing the country's oil revenue. 


From tip to toe 
of the Tyne 

STUDENTS and staff at the 
Northumbrian URNU took up 
the 'Row the Tyne' challenge, 
climbing aboard a rowing machine 
to row die length of the Tyne from 
source to river mouth. 

Over 20 from the URNU rowed 
the lOOkms over eight hours, and 
while the cost was high with ach¬ 
ing arms and legs, the benefit was 
better with almost £200 raised for 
the RNLL 

Waxing lyrical 

A CHIEF from Abbey Wood will 
be baring his chest to the waxing 
strip to raise money for HIV and 
the Terrence Higgins Trust. 

CPO Simon Kenwood said; 
“It’s going to be painful, and any¬ 
one who knows me will tell you 
I'm a big baby, but the charity 
needs every penny it can get to 
continue fighting HIV/ 1 AIDS.” 


THE Marlin helicopters of 
824 Naval Air Squadron 
down in Guldrose helped 
Perranuthnoe Parish Council 
restore a coastal path. 

The squadron air-lifted two 
tonnes of granite chippings out to 
Maen-du Point, a viewing point 
that had been badly eroded by 
the fierce weather and the regular 
bootfall of walkers. 

But the beauty spot was so 
remote that there was no access 
by vehicles on the ground, so 
the vehicles of the sky w r ere called 
in. 

824 offered to take advantage 
of one of their training sorties to 
vertically lift the chippings out to 


• The first children’s playground huift in Lashkar Gah , Helmand 
province 

RMs find time 
to play in 
Afghanistan 

LASHKAR Gah in Helmand province doesn’t have the reputa¬ 
tion of being much of a playground, but thanks to some Royal 
Marines and one Royal Engineer it now boasts its first children's 
play area. 

The town Is regularly patrolled by I (India) Company Royal 
Marines, and one of the unit approached Staff Sgt Tim Hutton 
RE in his role to bring western aid to new areas. 

“He said he’d been on patrol,” explained Staff Sgt Hutton (pic¬ 
tured above), “and seen some kids using bits of wood to make a 
see-saw. He thought: why don’t we have a playground?” 

“That suggestion came to me and it was then my job to coor¬ 
dinate the negotiations with the local authorities, including the 
Mayor of Lashkar Gah, and our engineer teams. 

“It has a football pitch, benches, swings and climbing frames, 
and we’ve planted some hedgerows. 

"The children love it and since it was installed they haven’t 
stopped using it - which makes it all worthwhile.” 

Built by local Afghan contractors, the playground was funded 
by the UK Government from the Quick Impact Projects budget 
designed to bring instant benefits to the local population. 


the site, and volunteers from one 
of the courses spread the new grit 
around the benches and viewing 
area. 

The Commanding Officer, Cdr 
'Tricky' Dane, said: “Not only do 
the squadrons of Culdrose offer 
their commitment to operations 
around the world, but they also 
work closely with local organisa¬ 
tions, 

“As Maen-du Point is on a pub¬ 
lic coastal path and the area is of 
particular natural beauty, we hope 
that our actions will benefit local 
residents and all those who visit 
Cornwall” 

Parish councillor Paul Lecper 
said: “We jokingly mentioned that 
the only way to transport gravel 


there would be using a helicopter 
- luckily 824 squadron took on 
the challenge. 

“Without them, this wouldn't 
have happened. Many, many 
thanks” 


• Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 
• Choice of restaurants and bars 
• Concessionary NCP Car Park rates 

• Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 

reunions and private parties 

The Victory Services Club, 

63/79 Seymour Street, 

London W2 2HL 


Tel: +44 (0)20 7616 8323 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 
Email: info@vsc.co.uk 
Web: www.vsc.co.uk 


THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB 


Membership Open to all Serving and Retired Members 
of the Armed Forces and their families 


\ A Merlin helicopter from RNA$ Culdrose lifts gravel to help restore a coastal path 

Picture: LA(Phot) Carl Ogmond 

True grit for 
Merlin force 
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I CE ship HMS Endurance broke off 
her survey duties to answer an SOS 
call from a cruise ship when it ran 
aground in the Antarctic. 

The Norwegian liner MS Nordkapp tried to 
squeeze through Neptune’s Bellows, the exit of 
the caldera - volcanic crater - at Deception Island 
when she struck rocks. 

The cruise ship, carrying 280 passengers 
and crew, managed to free herself and dropped 
anchor, sending out a call for help. 

The Red Plum was 150 miles away, conducting 
survey wo he in the Erebus and Terror Gulf; she 
sent one of her Lynx helicopters and, when 1 
the icebreaker was within close range, her W® j 
s eaboat to h el p th e No rweg i an s ass ess the igfg 
damage to their ship. 

Given the ecological and envIronmental 
sensitivities of the Antarctic, a 
protective boom was drawn around the 
damaged liner to contain any possible fir r ' 
fuel spillage, while Endurance’s team H 
offered advice on how best to move ; 

the ship to safety. 

“Even one drop of oil in this hugely- 
sensitive environment has a major 
impact - and we can’t pretend it’s not ^52 
leaking out/' said Capt Nick Lambert, 
Endurance’s Commanding Officer* 

“The cruise ship did its best to contain the leak 
with the boom and, luckily, a lot of organisations 
'clicked in’ to help minimise any impact. 

“Unfortunately, it’s not possible yet to measure 
any long-term effects.” 

The short-term effect, however, was obvious. 
Endurance’s dive team went into the icy waters 
to survey the hull; they reckoned an 80ft gash had 
been carved by the rocks, rupturing several tanks 
and damaging the outer plating. 

Nordkapp’s passengers were transferred to her 
sister cruise ship Nordnorge and then home via 
the Argentinian port of Ushuaia. 

It is among the many roles of Endurance to 
improve existing charts of waters in Antarctica 
and its environs, particularly given the region’s 
growing popularity with ‘eco tourists’. 

In 1989 Antarctica hosted just 2,000 visitors; 
by the turn of the century that figure had risen 
to 12,000 and In the 2005-06 austral summer 
more than 35,000 people enjoyed this unique 
environment. 

It is down to the Red Plum and the scientists 
that this uniqueness is protected. 


“This is absolutely the reason we have HMS 
Endurance,” said Capt Lambert. “Antarctica is 
a pristine environment and Endurance’s work 
is crucial in understanding climate change and 
global warming." 

Endurance was on the penultimate day of her 
third spell in Antarctic waters this season when 
the mayday call came from the Nordkapp, 

She had been ferrying scientists from the British 
Antarctic Survey (BAS) ashore at Erebus and 
Terror Gulf so they could set up field camps. 

Recent work by the Red Plum has also involved 
dropping Antarctic historians off at heritage sites 
on the edge of the frozen continent. Among the 
sites checked was the hut of pioneering 
Swedish explorer Nils Nordenskold - 
(Sir appropriately located on Snow Island - to 
S? ensure it was in a good state of repair. 

Such ‘dropping off’, plus royal visits, 
(see page 4), flying a BBC documentary 
crew filming the Planet Earth series, 
and the cruise ship rescue have 
ensured the 17 air and ground crew of 
M 212 Flight, Endurance’s two red-nosed 
Lynxes, have been exceptionally busy, 
in fact 212 clocked up record hours in 
3SQF January: 125 hours airborne. 

Still, there have been moments of fun 
amid the frenetic activity. 

Flight Observer Lt *Stimpy’ Simpson - 
shipmates claim he’s “vertically challenged'' - was 
chided for using the royal step ladder (designed 
to make HRH’s embarkation and disembarkation 
from the Lynx suitably graceful) when he thought 
no-one was looking. 

And on the ice, the ship’s company took part 
in the annual Winter Olympics (admittedly held in 
the summer, but it was rather parky) at the BAS's 
Roth era base. 

The games featured such disciplines as 
snowboarding, sledging, slalom and luge, plus 
some rather dubious ‘sports’ - snowball throwing, 
snow golf and an ice sculpture contest (which 
prompted Endurance’s warfare department to 
create a toilet...}. 

And having enjoyed fine summer weather 
“the Antarctic rediscovered its teeth”, lamented 
Flight Commander Lt Cdr Colin Simpson with fog 
followed by storms to bring the third work period 
to an end in Antarctica. 

H You can follow Endurance’s progress - and 
see an extensive photo gallery - at www, 
visitandlearn.co.uk 


• Magnificent desolation ... (Below) HMS Endurance punches her way through the ice in Hanusse Bay 

• (Top left) One of Endurance’s two Lynxes is silhouetted against the ice gullet 

• (Left) A sea boat from Endurance approaches the damaged cruise liner Nordkapp 



Red Plum to the rescue 


Pictures: LA(Phot) Kelly Whybrow, HMS Endurance 






































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 2007 21 




Dark Hue sk es 


• A twin-engined Griffin of the Defence Helicopter Flying School on a training 
fiight in Snowdonia Picture: Ian Forshtaw (RAF Shawbury) 

Up for the challenge 


705 SQUADRON has a bit of a 
reputation at the Defence Helicopter 
Flying School, 

It is the course which is more likely 
to spotlight a student’s weakness as they 
apply their skills in tougher scenarios. 

As students in 660 Squadron, the 
budding aviators watched from the 
ground as a pilot squeezed a Squirrel 
helicopter into a clearing in Pigeon 
Wood, 

Now, as a member of 705, it is their 
turn to take the aircraft in, watched by 
the next tranche of students. 

But instructors are pretty confident that 
their charges will measure up, because of 
the careful grading system which filters 
people out at 727 NAS and at basic flying 
training at RAF Barkston Heath. 

In theory, these students could be 
as little as 12 months from the front 
line when they leave 705, although the 
normal gap is around two years. 

The CO of 705 NAS, Lt Cdr Simon 
Pipkin, realises that even after mastering 


the Squirrel there is yet another steep 
learning curve, 

“When they move on down the 
pipeline they will move on to a larger 
squadron environment, and it can be 
quite a culture shock,” he said, 

“And we are currently the only Service 
that moves straight from single engine 
to multi-type Operational Conversion 
Units,” 

The students will take with them 
a firm understanding of how an RAF 
station operates, how an Army Air Corps 
squadron achieves its aims, and the 
expectation that paths will cross again in 
the future, 

“It is quite probable that we will 
operate with guys we trained with here 
in future years, probably on Chinooks or 
Apaches,” said Lt Alex H amp son. 

One major advantage 705 NAS has 
over 660 AAC? 

“I loved coming here,” said Lt Ian 
Houlston, “We don’t have a Sergeant 
Major, for a start...” 


Aircrew careers launched 


705 NAS also has the additional 
responsibility for the early stages of 
Royal Navy Aircrewman training. 

It carries three QAIs {Qualified 
Aircrewman Instructors) and sees up 
to 48 students a year for Commando 
and anti-submarine warfare grading, 
and a Ground School course common 
to both disciplines. 

Additionally, those who go Junglie 
can expect to refresh and build on 
established skills, and to pick up new 
ones; the syllabus includes basic air 
traffic, meteorology, dead-reckoning 
navigation, map-planning for sorties, 


elements of helicopter technology, 
theory of fiight and so on. 

They will also fly an intensive 
20 hours navigation course in 
preparation for their time with 848 
NAS at Ye ovi!ton, 

“The standard of students we see 
here from both the Navy and the 
Royal Marines is generally quite high, 
although the numbers of volunteers 
for aircrewman training have dwindled 
of late,” said Lt Cdr Pipkin. 

“It is an exciting and fulfilling career 
path - I am surprised more don’t 
consider it.” 


Squadron pioneers helicopters 


705 NAVAL Air Squadron was created in 
June 1936 our of No 447 Flight RAF. 

The new unit operated Swordfish by 
catapult and crane from battlecruisers 
HM Ships Repulse and Renown, and 
though they saw war service in the 
North Atlantic the aircraft disembarked 
to Lee-on-the-Solent in 1939, and 705 
disbanded the following year. 

The squadron recommissioned at 
RNAS Gosport in 1947 with the Sikorsky 
RS Hoverfly, tasked with evaluation of 
the machines for use in the Fleet. 

In February of that year the squadron 


CO, Lt K Reed, carried out the first 
deck landing on an RN ship by helicop¬ 
ter, the ship being HMS Vanguard. 

From then on it was basic flying train¬ 
ing for RN helicopter pilots all the way, 
on Dragonflies from 1950 and Hillers 
and Whirlwinds from 1953. 

Moving to RNAS Culdrose in 1957, 
the squadron re-equipped in 1974 with 
Gazelles, and became home to the 
Sharks helicopter display team. 

When military basic helicopter train¬ 
ing became tri-Service in April 1997, 
705 NAS moved to RAF Shawbury. 


FIRST they learn how to fly an aeroplane. Then 
helicopter. 

And once they have mastered the basics of rotary wing 
Army Air Corps 5 the 


they learn how to fly a 

aviation, with 660 Squadron 


fledgling aviators of all three 
Services find themselves in 
a Naval Air Squadron to 
build on their basic skills. 

When they join 705 NAS 
they can fly a helicopter - when 
they leave, between 9 and 12 
weeks later, they have got to 
grips with how to operate it 
in preparation for the next 
stage of training - how to fight 
with it. 

“The squadrons are set up 
along single Service lines - 660 
is Army, 705 is Navy and 60 is 
RAF,” said Lt Cdr Simon Pipkin, 
CO of 705 NAS. 

“They are actually tri-Service, 
but it gives everyone a chance to 
see how the different Services run 
their squadrons. 

“As it happens, 705 is very 
heavily Royal Navy at the 
moment - it just so happens I am 
surrounded by Dark Blue. 

“And in fact, the whole School 
is very heavily RN at the top for 
the next few months,” 

Having successfully completed 
their time with 660, student pilots 
will have a week’s ground school 
instruction into skills such as 
navigation before moving on to 
the advanced training offered by 
705, still using the Squirrel single- 
engined aircraft on which they 
learned the basics. 

All training activities arc carried 
out under the auspices of a Chief 
Flying Instructor, a Deputy Chief 
Instructor and a Chief Ground 
Instructor, with each squadron 


Budding Service helicopter pilots learn 
basic skills in a unit based on Army 
lines - then learn how to really get the 
best out of an aircraft at 705 Naval Air 
Squadron. Mike Gray reports 


having their own dedicated 
instructors. 

The staff arc a mix of commercial 
FBH (FB Heli services) staff, who 
form an integral part of the DHFS, 
and military personnel. 

The students who join the 
School via 660 Squadron may 
have experienced the military 
through Fleet time, but there are 
a number who are straight out of 
university and need to adjust to a 
new lifestyle. 

“If they haven’t yet got that 
military ethos, 660 gives them the 


• Not such a tight squeeze - pilots' nerves are tested when they attempt to fiy the Squirrels 
into a confined landing spot at Pigeon Wood near RAF Shawbury - but an experienced pilot 
can land a Chinook in there Picture: Ian Fdrshaw (RAF Shawbury) 


playing field,” said Lt Cdr Pipkin. 

“Here at 705 they are given 
more responsibility for themselves. 
They are not spoon-fed, and 
there will be lots of out-of-hours 
preparation for the next stage of 
their training. 

“We are preparing them for the 
next stage, and ultimately for the 
front line.” 

After 705, RAF pilots go on 
to 60(R) Squadron RAF, still at 
Shawbury, but for now it is the 
parting of the ways for the Navy 
aviators. 

Depending on whether they go 
to Junglie Sea Kings (Commando), 
ASW Merlins (anti-submarine) 
Lynx (Maritime) or even Lynx 
(Armed Reconnaissance), they 
will slot into a schedule which 
could take them on to Yeovilton, 
Culdrose, and extended course at 
Shawbury or even a spell with the 
Army at Middle Wallop. 

And while helicopter training 
is currently under review, there 
is still a need to supply top-notch 
pilots. 

“It is all driven by the front 
line,” said Lt Cdr Pipkin. 

“We cannot reduce the standard 
of our training. If people are not 
up to the requirements of the next 
stage of their flying career, they 
cannot move on.” 

Students usually have a pretty 
firm idea as to what type of aircraft 
they would like to fly - but their 
preference is just that, a preference, 
and the final decision takes in a 
number of other factors. 

“First it depends on how well 
they do on their course,” said Lt 
Cdr Pipkin. 

“They put in a ‘dream sheet 5 
to us - Lynx, Junglie, Merlin, or 
sometimes Search and Rescue or 
green Lynx. 

“There are about live doors 
from which they can choose, 
but not alt the doors are 
open all the time. 

“We, the instructional staff, will 
put into our report what we think 
at this stage. 

“If someone has struggled a 
little at low-level navigation, it 
might not be a good idea for them 
to go to the Junglies, for example. 

“Then we write a final report 
for Fleet, and they decide what 
aircraft they should go on to. 

“If someone has a real burning 
desire and we think they should 
go on a Royal Navy Lynx, for 
example, we could hold them, 
maybe for up to a year, to slot into 
a Lynx course. 

“We do try to meet their 
requirements, but at the end of the 
day the RN has the requirement to 
put bums on seats.” 

That does not really bother the 
students - as Lt Alex Hampson 
said: “In the end, we are glad to 
take what we are given.” 

Fellow 705 student Lt Ian 
Houlston said: “Most people tend 
to have more than one type they 
would want, and location has a 
part to play. 

“This is a great course. 660 is 
very basic, but as most of us have 
never been behind the controls of 
a helicopter before it takes a little 
while to get used to it. 

“Here at 705 we are told how to 
operate it a bit more. I enjoy this 
squadron because w T e are flying the 
aircraft more and getting a better 
look at what we will be doing.” 

Lt Charlie Marjoribanks, 
a warfare officer who moved 
across to aviation, said the 
course demanded the utmost 
concentration day in, day out. 

“You cannot afford an off-day,” 
she said. 

“Every sortie is assessed on a 
pass or fail basis, and if you have 
to go through it again it flags up a 
weakness. 

“The name of the game is not 
to fail too many...” 
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resettlement & employment 

UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 
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HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SET 2JH 
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Centres| r and by appointment onboard HM Ships. 


A Naval Charity for ALL service and ex-service personnel of 
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, OAR N NS, and their Reserves 


A view to a 
thrill for young 
engineers 


CAPT James Bond of submarine 
HMS Stealth has set a challenge 
for the nation's schoolchildren* 
but the top teams of engineering 
hopefuls are ready to take on his 
satellite rescue on behalf of die 
Royal Navy, 

At the end of March, engi¬ 
neering establishment HMS 
Sultan will be crammed with 
hordes of schoolchildren for the 
RN Challenge set up by Young 
Engineers, a charity that exists 
to inspire technical know-how in 
young people. 

This year’s event has drawn 
in teams from across the UK 
attempting to solve the Navy’s 
problem the fictional Bond needs 
his engineers to build a robot 
vessel to go from sea to shore and 
rescue the satellite component 
that crashed into the unreal island 
of Zingara, 

Over 30 teams with 120 entrants 
will be navigating their amphibious 
vehicles through massive tanks to 
complete the assault course with 
their mechanical marvels. 

Organiser Lt Steve Eldridge 
said: “It's all about encouraging 
the wider spread of engineering. 

“Here at Sultan we have good 
links with schools, but this is the 
biggest event we run.” 

The competition is building on 
its success year on year, with teams 
coming back again and again to 
overcome the Navy’s engineering 
challenges. 

It’s no surprise when you 
hear the rewards for their work 

all competitors spend a night on 
board HMS Bristol before the big 


day, then get a flight in a helicop¬ 
ter from the Gosport engineering 
base. 

The winners get to spend a 
day with the Navy - last year this 
meant a day at sea with Type 23 
HMS Westminster. 

It does, of course, take a great 
deal of work to bring an event like 
this together with a team of 20 
from Sultan and Young Engineers 
planning, devising, and directing 
die challenge. 

On the day itself almost 200 
people from within die Navy will 
be on hand to ensure the smooth 
running of the event. 

“We have a core of people who 
volunteer every year. And once 
they’ve volunteered, they come 
back again and again,” said Lt 
Eldridge, 

“The whole event runs on the 
good will of people doing this in 
addition to their day jobs. 

“On the day everybody enjoys 
it - the people judging, the people 
involved, even the people escort¬ 
ing,” 

Jo Phillips, the project manager 
with Young Engineers, added: “It 
shows a side of the Navy that most 
people don’t normally get to see. 

“If they have not been before, 
the students tend to come with 
very unformed opinions. It’s a hit 
of a culture shock, but they really 
relish it, 

“Those who have come before 
are desperate to come back,” 

To find out more about Young 
Engineers, visit their w r ebsite at 
www.youngeng.org or call 01428 
727265, 


WHEN chef Gordon 
Ramsay walked into the 42 
Commando galley at Camp 
Bastion in Afghanistan’s 
Helmand province, his first 
words - perhaps minus a 
few of the chef’s character¬ 
istic swear words - were: 
“Where’s the kitchen then?” 

The world-class chef, along 
with two of his head chefs Angela 
Hartnett and Jason Atherton and 
his father-in-law Chris Hutcheson, 
made a flying visit to Afghanistan 
in the run up to Christmas to 
prepare traditional festive fare for 
500 of the troops on the ground. 

Despite a journey that had seen 
the che fling crew hop directly 
from New T York to Heathrow r , 
Brize Norton to Kandahar, 
and Kandahar to Bastion, the 
visitors threw themselves straight 
into action, planning the culinary 
delights for the festive feast. 

Once the menu was decid¬ 
ed, the chefs grabbed a brief 
respite of shut-eye before a 
midday call to lunch with the 
Task Force Commander Brigadier 
Jerry Thomas and visiting 
minister Adam Ingram, 

The post-prandial nap w r as cast 
aside in favour of a windscreen 
tour of Bastion that included 
shooting at the range and being 
‘chased' by one of die security 
dogs. 

The call went out for Service 
chefs to help with the food 
preparations, and a brigade of 
chefs young and old swarmed into 
42 Battle Group’s very oum Hell’s 
Kitchen. 

WO 1 * Monty ’ Mo ntgo mery 

RM, the Food Catering Warrant 
Officer, looked after the elite 
chefs throughout their visit to the 
Afghan region. 

He said: “It w T as good to see that 
so many young chefs had taken a 
huge interest; some even turned 
up to assist for four hours before 
returning to their own galley to 
carry on with their duties as night 
chefs.” 

At lam the preparations met 
die demanding chef’s high stand¬ 
ards and turkeys were left to roast 
slowdy overnight for the next day’s 
feast. 

The following morning saw 
industrious action once more as 
the meal of minestrone soup, roast 
turkey and Christmas pudding 
was pulled together for the 500 


invited guests - not to mention the 
additional 300 uninvited guests 
w T ho turned up for dinner... 

The meal was a huge success, 
and everyone, even the extras, 
was fed. 

Chef C/Sgt ‘Ronny* Biggs of 
tiie Command Logistics Regiment 
had the brass neck to ask the chefs 
to test his mother-in-law’s special 
Christmas pudding - which won 
favourable comment and Gordon 
asked for the recipe to publish in 
his food column. 

Ronny was chuffed and replied 
that he had made an old lady very 
happy. 

For some reason the two’s 
relationship then descended into 
an arm-wrestling challenge, but 
somehow after lunch there didn’t 
seem to be time for the master 
chef to take on the six-foot tall 
surfing Ronny. 

As it was, the chefs almost 
missed the last flight home before 
Christmas, but with minutes to 
spare and fond farewells the Royal 
Marines waved goodbye to their 
culinary guests. 


Despite the chef’s fearsome 
reputation, Monty said: “He is 
a people man. He has energy in 
abundance and lifts all that come 
into contact with him. He is a real 
gentleman. 

“In the build-up to the visit 
I was fairly apprehensive as to 
how Gordon and the team would 
be in real life - would they turn 
out to be a bunch of foul-mouthed 
arrogant Michel in-star prima 
donnas? 

“Within minutes it was clear they 
had come to Afghanistan because 
they cared about our Servicemen 
and women that were deployed 
on operations doing danger¬ 
ous jobs, and they were here to 
offer their thanks and encour¬ 
agement for the work they were 
doing. 

“It w r as apparent that Gordon 
had an impish enthusiasm for 
every task, whether firing w T eapon 
systems on the range or b eing 
chased dow r n by the guard dog, 

“I can honestly say that in all 
my time I have not met four nicer 
people,” 


For Byng the 
bell tolls 

THE SMALL village of Southill, in Bedfordshire, will remember one 
of the Navy’s most notorious episodes on March 14 when All Saints 
Church holds a service to commemorate Admiral Byng. 

The admiral, who was born in Southill in 1704, was shot at 12 
noon by a party of Marines onboard HMS Monarch in Portsmouth 
250 years ago. 

He had been found guilty of neglect of duty, or “failing to do his 
utmost,” after he failed to relieve a British port from the French 
during the Seven Years’ War. 

His death became something of an international incident, leading 
to Voltaire's satirical claim that it was necessary for the British to 
execute an admiral from time to time “pour encourager ies autres”. 

White Admiral Byng’s death sentence is still controversial, there is 
little doubt where sympathies lie in his home village. 

“He was sent in with a depleted unit and had lost his riflemen 
- he decided it was best to live and fight another day,” said the Rev 
Mark-Aaron Tils dale, vicar of All Saints, who is a former soldier in 
the US Army. 

He added: “But then I can’t speak for that time and place. I never 
fought under King George 11.” 

The service, to which all are welcome, will be held in All Saints 
Church, Southill, at 11:3Q on Wednesday March 14, 

A single bell will ring 52 times, one for each year of Byng’s life, and 
at 12 noon, the exact anniversary of the execution, the bells will be 
muffled in the old Anglican tradition to mark his death. 


Helmand’s kitchen 


• Just stop effing about and take the bloody photo ... Notorious chef Gordon Ramsay and fellow chefs Angela Hartnett and Jason Atherton 
arrived in Afghanistan to cook up a traditional Christmas lunch with the Ramsay fiare 

Gordon takes on 
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• AB(Sea) Bethan Morris 


M ALTHOUGH she hasn't yet 
passed her driving test for the 
road T Seaman Specialist Bethan 
Morris has become the young¬ 
est sailor to qualify to drive 
the Navy's new Pacific 24 sea 
boat. Now a qualified coxswain, 
Bethan said: 4 The Pacific 24 is 
awesome to drive. 

“It’s a lot easier than 
driving a car, although you 
have less time to react to any¬ 
thing like something floating 
in the water or when you are 
coming alongside, so it requires 
more concentration, 

T have taken some fessons 
in driving a car, but have not 
yet booked my test. Passing 
my coxswain’s course has defi¬ 
nitely spurred me on to pass my 
driving test at the first attempt 
as well.” 

■ BRITANNIA Royal Naval Col¬ 
lege welcomed Torquay United 
Football Club to the Dartmouth 
establishment for leadership 
and team-building training. 

CPO l Dave’ Clark, who host¬ 
ed the visit, was particularly 
impressed by footballers Kevin 
Hill and Chris McPhee. He said: 
“Kevin and Chris both displayed 
the leadership skills that the 
Royal Navy look to develop 
within their young officers/ 1 

■ A LIFE beneath the ocean 
waves came the way of five un¬ 
dergraduates from Cambridge 
University. 

The five - all active members 
of the University Royal Navy 
Unit - spent two days at sea 
with submarine HMS Torbay. 

A bumpy start on the bridge 
of the submarine was followed 
by a thorough tour of the sub¬ 
marine and nights among the 
torpedoes in the magazine. 

■ AN accolade has gone to 
Lt ‘Jim 1 Hawkins RNR who re¬ 
ceived an award from the Lord 
Lieutenant of South Glamorgan 
Capt Norman Lloyd-Ed wards 
RNR in recognition for his work 
with the Wales University Royal 
Navy Unit. 

When he heard about the 
award, Jim said: “That’s fantas¬ 
tic, it’s always nice to be appre¬ 
ciated -but even better when it 
is something that I love to do,” 

The CO of the URNU, Lt Craig 
Woo!head said: “i and the rest of 
Wales URNU are very proud that 
Jim’s efforts have been reward¬ 
ed in this manner.” 

■ AND one Naval man carry¬ 
ing out an acquaint on board a 
merchant navy cruise ship MV 
Minerva was a bit surprised to 
find someone else on a bus¬ 
man’s holiday. 

Despite a lifetime in the 
Senior Service, former First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir Alan West was 
enjoying a cruise on board the 
Swan Hellenic ship in Central 
America. 

However while the admiral 
might well have been relaxing, 
acquaint officer Lt Cdr Steve 
Tafham was tasked by the UK 
Hydrographic Office to assist in 
the update of Admiralty Charts, 
in this case ports in the Dutch 
Anti 11 es, P an ama, Ve n ezuel a, 
Ecuador and Peru. 



• Blue Peter's Gethin Jones joins submanner trainees at the Submarine Escape Training Tank 

Pictures: LA(Phol) Dave Griffiths 


The only 
way is up 


DEPENDING on your age, 
you may remember the mad¬ 
cap antics of John Noakes 
on BBC's Blue Peter... 

Well, the tradition of daring 
presenters continues on the chil¬ 
dren’s TV programme, and the 
next generation of daredevil is 
flourishing in the form of Gethin 
Jones who’s taken up the subma¬ 
riners’ challenge of the Submarine 
Escape Training Tank. 

Gethin is the third from the 
BBC team to brave the depths of 
the SETT at Fort Blockhouse in 
Gosport, and unsurprisingly John 
Noakes was the first to break the 
surface at the tank back in the late 
1 960s, followed by Simon Thomas 
in 1999. 

Lt Cdr Bob Mann ion, officer 
in charge of the SETT, said: “It 
was fantastic to work with the 
Blue Peter team and good to see 
them again after their last visit six 
years ago. 

“Gethin proved to be extremely 
comfortable under pressure and 
in the water, listening attentively 
to our instructors and progress¬ 
ing well through each stage of the 
training. 


“The grin on his face the first 
time he reached the surface was 
a sight to behold — especially after 
the rather more concerned expres¬ 
sion he had adopted before his 
first ascent. 

“I w T as also pleased to see flic 
reaction of his classmates - rather 
than getting more nervous as the 
camera team witnessed their own 
training at such close quarters, 
they enjoyed the extra attention!” 

Gethin himself obviously rel¬ 
ished the chance to train with the 
other 18 fledgling submariners: 
“It’s been a real insight and I’ve 
enjoyed it, 

“Floating up in the tank to the 
top was a great ride-up, especially 
the second time round when I 
could relax a bit more. 

“And I’ve had no worries - the 
instructors instil real confidence 
in you before you get in the water, 
and I’ve felt totally safe in their 
hands.” 

This isn’t Gethin’s first encoun¬ 
ter with the Senior Service as 
last year he completed the Royal 
Marines Commando 30-mile 
yomp, although slightly slower 
than the real contenders for the 
green beret. 



• Blue Peter preserver Gethin 
Jones at the Submarine Escape 
Training Tank in Fort Block¬ 
house, Gosport 



Grand times on Ai 
Royal for Tricky 


FOR the thousandth time, Cdr 
Tricky’ Dane gently lowered 
the cab of his helicopter down 
onto the deck of the waiting 
carrier, racking up a remarka¬ 
ble total in his 25-year career. 

As the commanding offic¬ 
er of 824 Squadron touched 
down on Ark Royal's deck, he 
was met by three men who 
were in his crew when he first 
joined Ark Royal back in 1990 
as part of 820 Squadron - the 
then Lt Simon Sparkes (now 
Senior Pilot 824 NAS), Lt Rob 
Suckling (now Senior Observer 
with 824) and LACMN Weston 
(now 824 SFCACMN). 

Cdr Keith Muir congratulat¬ 
ed him on his grand return to 
the carrier, then whisked him 
off into the belly of the war¬ 
ship where he was presented 
with a suitably decorated cake 
by the carrier's commanding 
officer Gapi Mike Mansergh. 


• Cdr "Tricky ’ Danes celebrates his thousandth deck landing with 
Cdr Keith Muir, Wings on HMS Ark Royal 



• Richard Belcher (centre) celebrates at his passing-out parade with 
brothers Gary (left) and Adam (right) 


A bevy of Belchers 


YOU may well have encountered a 
fair few T belchers in flic Royal Navy 
- particularly after a good run- 
ash ore - but there’s always space 
for another... 

Richard Belcher of Ramsgate 
has joined his two brothers Adam 
and Gary in the Senior Service, 

Fourteen members of the 
Belcher clan gathered in HMS 
Raleigh to celebrate Richard’s 
official welcome to the Royal 
Navy, 

Proud lather John said: “It has 
come as a complete surprise that 
the boys have chosen the Royal 
Navy as a career. 

“Serving in the Royal Navy is 
not a family tradition. It’s difficult 
to put into words how proud we 
are of them,” 

Richard is now at HMS Sultan, 


training as an Air Engineering 
Technician, while brother Adam 
is an aircraft handler on board 
Illustrious and Gary is a mine 
warfare specialist on board mine- 
hunter Hurworth. 

Adam said: “We’re very proud 
of him and glad he’s joined up. 
I’m pleased he’s chosen the Fleet 
Air Arm, but it’s a pity he’s not an 
aircraft handler like me.” 

At home remains one more 
Belcher brother, 17-year-old Joe 
who is also planning a career in 
the Naval service, aiming for the 
high life of a pilot. 

But the last word should go 
to brother Gary who offered up 
sound advice for any Naval career: 
“We gave him a few tips before 
he started - which was mainly to 
work hard, and play harder.” 



Bravo Zulu to Bob 

NAVAL photographer PO Bob Sharpies of RNAS Cu Id rose has 
been awarded a prestigious Distinction by the Royal Photographic 
Society, 

Bob, whose images regularly grace these pages, has been 
awarded a Licentiateship lor a portfolio of work from his career that 
included dramatic images of HMS Invincible, gun-fire from HMS 
Cornwall and the 771 NAS rescue helicopter (above). 

The internationally-renowned Royal Photographic Society was 
founded in 1853 to promote the art and science of photography. 

More of Bob’s photographs can be seen on his website at www. 
bob sh arp lesphotography. co.uk 




Kingscourt School is a popular, eo-ed^ independent day school (aged 
2-11 yrs} situated on the edge of the Catherington Downs, It is housed 
in a Georgian manor set in 20 acres of beautiful grounds. We are a 
forward-looking school with a very special, strong and caring ethos and 
a dedicated team of committed staff. 

Taster days can also be arranged. 

Do come and have 

Gathering ton Lane, 

Gather! ngton, 

Hampshire P08 9NJ 
T: 02392 593251 

E: mfo@kingscourt.org.uk Catlierin 9 t0|! ' 
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• Work begins on establishing a Forward Operating Base amid the 
Norwegian snow 



• Aircrewmart CPO Ronnie Rendaif gazes out of a Sea King af the 
frozen airstrip at Bardufoss 




# Two of the three Lynxes from 847 NAS on Clockwork practise 
formation flying tactics through the mountain valleys 



* Snow flies from the downdraft of the blades as a Lynx helicopter 
comes in to land 



• A BV contends with the ice as a Sea King helicopters hovers in the 
snow-laden sky 


• An 847 Lynx against the mottled ground of the Norwegian 
training site 



# -As the Arctic sun rises t the covers come off and preparations begin to ready a Commando Helicopter • Hand in glove - bare flesh will 
Force Sea King for a day's flying in the Norwegian mountains freeze to metal in the extremes 


Pictures: LA(Phot) Paul A’Barrow 



A fine powder envelops the khaki fuselage of the 
Arctic snow; the helicopter vanishes like a goldfisl 
the men and women of the Commando Helicopl 
harking back to the days of the Cold War, as the le 
day for the engineers and aircrew in their lives on 


I T is mid-February and back 
in the UK planes, trains and 
automobiles are frozen to 
the spot as four inches of 
snow fall on London. Meanwhile 
in Norway’s Arctic regions 
the men and women of the 
Commando Helicopter Force 
ready their machines among 
snow drifts six foot deep. 

Rut then, not much stops the 
CHE... and even as temperatures 
drop towards -3CT on the ground, the 
skies over Bardufoss buzz with the 
squadrons 3 Lynx and Sea Kings. 

While it’s the (literal) hotspot of 
Iraq that has been taking up much of 
the time of Naval Air Squadrons 845, 
846 and 847 in recent years, the cold 
extremes of Arctic weather are still 
invaluable for training purposes, 
“While -26 c is different from plus 
50", a lot of issues are the same,” 
explained Cdr Mario Carretta, 
Commanding Officer of 846 NAS, 
the lead squadron heading up the 
Joint Helicopter Force’s training on 
Clockwork 07. 

“Coming out here over the years 
has benefited these squadrons for 
operations in Ireland, Bosnia and 
Iraq. 

“If you can operate here, 
you can operate in any 
environment - because a lot 
of skills that we learn here are 
transferable to other areas.” 

Helicopters from the tri-Service 
Joint Helicopter Command (JHC) 
journey annually to the snowy hills 
and mountains of Norway to work 
among the frozen landscape at 
Bardufoss. 

After five weeks of intensive fly¬ 
ing, driving, engineering and sur¬ 
vival training, the Sea Kings and 
Lynx return to the UK, making space 
for the RAF’s Pumas and Army’s 
Gazelles in the next wave of training. 

Each year die lead falls to one of 
the Fleet Air Arm squadrons of the 
Commando Helicopter Force, and 
while the majority journey home in 
late February, a core element will 
remain in Norway to help out their 
Army and Air Force colleagues in 
their cold weather training. 

T HE task at Clockwork is not 
just centred upon those flying 
in the Arctic sky. Additional 
training hones skills in ice and 
snow driving in the 40 wheeled and 
tracked CHF vehicles that are scat¬ 
tered around the camp, managing 
landing sites for the Lynx and Sea 
King, fuel supply from RAF and RN 
tankers, and keeping the information 
flowing between air and ground with 
signallers. 

“Without all these guys,” said Cdr 
Carretta, “the air training would not 
happen. The ground stuff is just as 
important.” 

The engineers have had their own 
problems to contend with among the 
mounting snowfall* 

“The conditions out here are 
unforgiving,” said Lt Paul Bastiaens, 
die detachment’s air engineer officer 
for the Sea Kings. 

CPO John Myhill added: “It is 
arduous for men and machines. 

“There are special maintenance 
requirements to minimise the cold. 
The hard w T ork of men and machines 
translates similarly to other places 
we uwk. 

“OK, in Iraq it’s the other extreme. 
But it’s still an arduous environment* 
“If you get it wrong in the desert, 
you can go inside to cool down. Out 


here, there’s a more extreme edge 
to it* 


“In the cold, bare hands can freeze 
to metal.” 



The engineers have been kept busy 
with die five Sea Kings from 845 and 
846 NAS that have made it out to 
Norway racking up more than 270 
hours of flying time in total. 

“We’ve done pretty well 
in terms of serviceability and 
flying,” said Lt Bastiaens, “The 
guys here have been working 
later and longer and harder 
to achieve that,” 

But the cold provides 
a relief in one particular 
area, 

“These are arduous 
working conditions. 

There s $ a lot going on. 

It’s quite hard,” added Lt 
Bastiaens. 


“But we can, to a certain 
extent, relax out here. We have 
extreme conditions in Basra, 
but we haven’t got mortars 
going overhead here.” 


B UT first and foremost for 
those venturing into the 
Arctic wilderness comes 
the Cold Weather Survival 
Course (CWSQ* 

Three days of lectures followed by 
four nights out in the field led by a 
specialist Royal Marine Mountain 
Leader, the experience topped off 
by a night in a self-built snowhole or 
Quincie shelter. 

Nights in the belly of a snow- 
built shelter require candle watch, as 
one of the four bodies crowded into 
that tight environment lies watching 
the flickering flame that proves their 
oxygen supply* 

Almost 160 personnel from CHF 
endured a damping trip’ among the 
snow of Norway this year. 

Lt Bastiaens said: “I thought the 
cold weather survival training was 
really good fun. I enjoyed it. 

“I would be much rather out there 
than in here.” 

CPO Myhill said: “We had a con¬ 
siderable number of Arctic novices 
this year. It’s been a steep learning 
experience for a lot of people.” 

Nights in the snow may seem 
unlikely for the crews whose working 
conditions of late have been pre¬ 
dominantly hot and high, but as Cdr 
Carretta says: “We’re in a mountain 
region - with lessons that can be 
applied to other areas such as Bosnia 
and Afghanistan.” 

It’s not just the people who have to 
bed down in the snow, as the helicop¬ 
ters drop on to the fragile surface that 
covers the Norwegian landscape. 

“Snow landings here call into play 
the same skills as dust landings in 
Iraq, but aren’t as damaging for the 
aircraft ” explained Cdr Carretta. 


F LYING among the mountains 
of Norway presents its own 
problems. 

Training officer Lt 'Dele 
Okukenu of 848 Squadron remarked: 
“We’re teaching them how to fine- 
tune their skills in how to fly in the 
Arctic environment. 

“The skills learnt here are highly 
transferable to other areas. 


“During snow landings, the down- 
wash from helicopters creates a cloud 
of snow, called white-out. It’s similar 
in the desert with sand - a brown¬ 


out. 

“The recirculation and lack of ref¬ 
erences are worse in snow than sand. 

“If it’s an overcast day and a heav¬ 
ily snowladen environment, it’s white 
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; Sea King as it sets down on the gleaming white 
i in a bowl full of milk... Each year Clockwork calls 
:er Force north to the Arctic circle, but this is no 
sssons learned in Norway are called into play every 
the front line. 


sky, white horizon, white landscape 
with the helicopter in the centre of it. 

“It's like being a goldfish in a 
bowl full of milk,” 

The flying course runs across 16 
sorties, taking this year’s intake of 17 
pilots and five aircrewmen through the 
various stages of snow landings, 
mountain flying, night flying 
with and without night vision 
goggles* loadlifting and forma¬ 
tion landings. 

“We’re training guys to 
fly in demanding weather 
conditions, to be able to 
read the weather and 
trying to get them to 
decide when it’s time 
to turn back,” added Lt 
Okukenu. 

“You have to follow the 
procedure out here. There’s 
no flex for mistakes. 

All this improves aircrews’ 
decision-making for whichever envi¬ 
ronment they are flying in.” 

Sea Kings have tight boundaries 
for their flying* and the extremes of 
the cold atmosphere and unpredict¬ 
able weather of Norway teach hard 
and firm lessons to all the aircrew. 

Lt Okukenu explained: “The Sea 
King has limited icing clearance - it 
is not cleared to fly In cloud when 
snowing. 

“We have to remain within VFR 
(visual flight rules) SO that we can see 
where we’re going, 

“If a Sea King goes into a cloud 
out here, it will turn into an ice 
cube and drop out of the sky. 
We’re training guys to respect 
the elements." 

A point backed up by Cdr 
Carretta, “We nearly lost a 
Sea King in Bosnia because 
the crew T hadn’t trained in 
Norway. 

“They made the simple mistake 
of trying to climb through clouds on 
mountains. 

“They hadn’t done the training 
out here. If they had been, through 
Clockwork, they would never have 
even thought of trying that.” 

Cdr Carretta continued: “The 
Squadron enjoys the challenges out 
here. We get an enormous payback 
for the time invested in Clockwork 
— engineers, aircrew and guys on the 
ground. 

“From a flying point of view* air¬ 
crew learn a great deal in a short time 
about the limitations of their aircraft 
and themselves. 

“When the weather changes from 
clear skies to minimum visibility in 
minutes, the guys find themselves 
facing real tough decisions - do T go 
on, do I turn back? 

“Once they have flown through 
those conditions and realised they 
Can cope with it, you can see the 
change in their confidence, 

“They do come out of it better 
prepared and better trained for the 
challenges they face.” 

The challenges are not off-putting 
for the trainees. 

One of the men tacklingthe Norway 
skies for the first time, Lt Ben Daniel 
said: “It’s fantastic. It’s something we 
never get to do back home, 

“Everybody crosses their 
fingers and hopes they get sent out 
here. The saying is ‘train hard, fight 
easy’. When you fly out here* you see 
the best and the worst of it. 

“’What’s unique about this place 
is you can’t rely on the environment 
to help you at all. Most of the time 


it will bend over backwards to really 
screw you. 

“You learn planning for every even¬ 
tuality. It’s useful for whatever hostile 
environment you end up in. 

“All the time you are building 
up a database of information and 
confidence to know that you can 
crack on, whatever the situation,” 
Another Sea King novice to 
Norway* Lt Jay Berry added: “I did 
one of the early night exercises with¬ 
out NVG (night vision goggles), fly¬ 
ing along the valleys with no moon, 
“It’s the least comfortable that I’ve 
ever been in an aircraft. 

“But it all builds confidence - 
w r hich is w r hat w T e’re here for. The 
flying out here - you’re not going to 
get anywhere else.” 

The Lynx men are similarly gung- 
ho about the glories of the Norwegian 
training. 

Lt Graham Humphries* who was 
out on Clockwork last year in a Sea 
King before changing allegiance to 
the smaller and more agile sibling* 
said: “It improves your captaincy 

— you have to think about so many 
more things than you do at home, 

“The weather out here is so much 
more changeable.” 

Lt Adam Zipfell, also of the green 
Lynxes of 347 NAS, said: “I’ve want¬ 
ed to come out here from day one 

- right from joining the Navy, 
“Nothing can prepare you for -25° 

and sleeping in a snowhole. Some of 
the things w T e’vc done out here, you 
could never get to do again. 

“And now that JHC helicop¬ 
ters are operating in Afghani¬ 
stan, this sort of training is 
invaluable. It does get cold and 
it is mountainous. If you do get 
sent there, this training means 
you know what to do.” 

Different tactics come into play 
for pilots in amongst the snow r of the 
valleys and mountains of Norway* 
picking a route away from the vulner¬ 
able valley bottom and camouflaged 
against the sheer w r hite of snow and 
the mottled stain of the tree-line, 

B UT in amongst all the 'train 
hard, fight easy’ ethos of 
Norway, there’s time to find 
moments to ‘play hard’ too 
against the dramatic scenery. 

Lt Daniel said: “It’s nice to be in 
a place w T hcrc you can relax - a bit 
of skiing. We don’t usually get the 
chance to take days off to do that sort 
of thing.” 

Lt Berry commented with a laugh: 
“Anything that is a change from Iraq 
is a bonus really,” 

And the opportunity to experience 
life outside the helicopter w r orld is 
strongly encouraged, 

Cdr Carretta said: “The fun ele¬ 
ment can’t be underestimated - it’s 
been missing from a lot of our lives 
over the last few T years, 

“We try to release people as much 
as we can, but opportunities are few’ 
and far between - but here it is all on 
the doorstep for them.” 

Facilities at Clockwork include the 
northernmost gym in the Navy (sec 
Sport pages), with its own ski store 
and sunbeds for those suffering with 
the short Arctic days. 

Clockwork is a regular on the CHF 
calendar, with the weeks in the ice 
and snow channelled into good foun¬ 
dation w r Ork for the months ahead in 
the sand and dust for the aircrew and 
engineers. 
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T45 in numbers 


Daunttess 


onset of winter in the UK, the flow 
of water down the Clyde meant 
that the river level was falling 
rather closer to the safety limits 
than managers would have wished. 

Bat in a city that has seen 
thousands of ships on their way, 
they were not going to get this 
one wrong, and sure enough, 
the launch of the second D-class 
warship went without a hitch. 

As lights flickered on in the 
streets and buildings along the 
river banks and die crowds headed 
home in the gathering dusk, 
managers at 13 AE Systems could 
allow themselves a small pat on 
the back — before returning to 
business as usual. 

Sister ship Daring is downstream 
in a dock, where she will take 
further steps towards the day when 
she can fly the White Ensign. 

And in a cavernous shed 
overlooking the slipway, a section 
of Diamond was dressed up for 
the occasion before it is fashioned 
into the third of class. 

'Down south in Portsmouth 
the bow of D-class number 6, 
eventually taking shape as HMS 
Duncan, is being fashioned. 

The production line is in full 
swing, and the rumble ofType 45s 
down the slipway will become a 
pretty familiar sound. 

But for Dauntless, it w T as time 
to slip out of the limelight again. 

Her immediate fate is to return 
to the hands of the dockyard staff 
who have plenty of work to do on 
fitting her out. 


DAUNTLESS, like her sisters, is an air 
defence ship, and her primary weapon 
system will be PAAMS air defence missiles. 
Si When completed, Dauntless will displace 
more than 7,300 tons, and will be operated 
by a ship's company of almost 190. 

HI She will be able to reach a speed of 
almost 30 knots, and will have a range of 
around 7,000 nautical miles. 

II Type 45s are all-electric ships - their 
engines create electrical power which drive 
motors, rather than connecting the engines 


directly to the propulsion shafts. 

Hi As such. Dauntless wilt generate enough 
electricity to light up a town of 80,000 
people. 

HThe destroyer is equipped with a medical 
facility which includes an operating theatre. 
HThe wiring and cabling on the ships, if 
stretched end to end, would go round the 
entire M25 twice - more than 380 miles. 

H Facilities for her officers and ratings are 
unrivalled in the destroyer/frigate fleet, with, 
at worst, six-berth cabins 


• Dauntless s its on the slipway at BAE Systems* Gov an shipyard the 
night before her launch 


• Dauntless settles on the Clyde after running down the slipway of BAE Systems' shipyard at Govan in Glasgow picture: PO(Phot)Tam McDonald 


WHILE Dauntless was the 
centre of attention a mile or 
so up-river, HMS Daring was 
settling into a new dock where 
she will be readied for sea 
trials. 

She is still far from 
the stage when she can 
make her way down the 
Clyde to open water, 
but you can sense she 
is getting there. 

She looks right 
from the outside 
— Dauntless has the 
blocky, clumsy lines 
of a Lego ship, but 
there is more on her 
older sister to catch 
the eye - in particular, 
the 4.5in £ Kryten' gun, 
which looks considerably 
smaller on the cruiser-sized 
Daring than it does on a Tvpe 23 
or Type 42. 

Inside the accommodation 
spaces are almost complete - and 
the sense of luxury compared with 
older types is dear to see. 

Compartments throughout the 
ship - and she has almost 800 
spaces on board - are generally 
roomier, and that is perhaps most 


apparent in the Operations Room, 
where the computer consoles are 
wired in and give an impression of 
the 21st century, rather than the 
mid -1970s of the Type 42. 

But it is not just on the hull 
itself that the futuristic 
nature of the beast is 
apparent. 

A brief stroll away from 
the ship is a small, 
temporary classroom 
with a number of 
computers humming 
away. 

Members of the 
ship's company of 
Daring can settle 
down in front of 
a screen and walk 
through the ship using 
sophisticated 3D software. 

No longer is it necessary 
to pore over paper plans, or 
physically walk through the ship, 
avoiding workers and unfinished 
compartments. 

Now, using pre-determined 
routes, or ‘freeplay’ for those with 
a sense of adventure, sailors can 
familiarise themselves with their 
new home long before they throw 
their kit bags on their bunks. 


• Wires arrest the progress Of 
Dauntless on the slipway 


DAUNTLESS 


“I NAME this ship 
Dauntless. May God bless 
her and all who sail in 
her.” 

No prizes for guessing what 
Lady Burnell-Nugent, the wife 
of Commander-in-Chief Fleet 
Admiral Sir James Burnell- 
Nugent, was going to say, but 
it did not detract from the 
significance of the moment. 

Actually it was more than a 
moment. 

At the press of a button a bottle 
of champagne on a carnage sprang 
forward and struck the bow of the 
destroyer and - always a good 
sign. 

The a few seconds passed as the 
8,000 or so onlookers, wrapped up 
against near-freezing conditions, 
held their breath, waiting for a 
sign of movement. 

Hard-hatted w r orkcrs prowled 
the upper deck of the ship, one 
stood to attention with a red flag 
bearing die single word 4 Launch'. 

On the water, a boat with a 
matching flag sat just out of range 
of the square grey stern, the doth 
whipped around by the powerful 
down wash from the rotors of a 
Royal Navy Merlin. 

Beneath the keel, shipyard 
workers went about the critical 
business of firing off the last few 
bolts, freeing Dauntless. 


Then the big ship started to 
slide, gathering momentum until 
her stern ploughed into the Clyde. 

Red, white and blue confetti 
filled the air from snow-blowers 
on the destroyer’s deck, and the 
crowds - particularly the hundreds 
of schoolchildren - took their cue, 
cheering loudly as music blared 
across the shipyard. 

Chains and ropes snaked along 
the slipway until they snapped 
taut, bringing her to a sedate halt 
just off the Govan slipway. 

Dauntless, the second of the 
Royal Navy's powerful Type 45 
destroyers, was at last in her 
natural element. 

Unbeknownst to most of the 
spectators, the launch had been 
in doubt until shortly before the 
ceremony began - despite the late 


Daring by name, 
daring by nature 
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ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


• The last hurrah? The most potent gathering of Royal Navy might - and a substantial international 
input -at the Trafalgar 200 Fleet Review in the Solent in June 2005 


R ecent media 
reports, not 
least in this 
newspaper, have 
suggested that the MOD 
is contemplating savage 
cuts to the Royal Navy 
in order to live within 
a constrained Defence 
Budget. 

No doubt the reports exaggerate. 
Indeed, there may for now be 
no truth in them. Certainly that 
was the implication of the Prime 
Minister’s answer to the Editor of 
Navy Nezvs aboard HM$ Albion, 
But there’s no smoke without 
fire* and all who care about Britain’s 
Armed Forces are worried about 
what might be the outcome of 
the Chancellor’s Comprehensive 
Spending Review. 

All three Services have had 
the same problem imposed upon 
them: that of fighting a war with a 
peacetime mentality. 

This is a special problem for 
the Navy because naval capability 
takes so king to create and because 
navies are so often out of sight and 
out of mind. 

If further media reports of a 
fiat-lined defence budget at best 
are true, rather than the increase 
suggested by Tony Blair, then 
cuts to the surface fleet could well 
resurface with a vengeance. 

As things stand various website 
chatrooms indicate Royal Navy 
morale has already been deeply 
affected. 

We are not at all afraid of 
change. On the contrary we know 
we have led the way in defence 
rationalisation - cutting the tail to 
preserve the teeth - for more than 
20 years. 

The RN also has a worldwide 
reputation for innovation in 
operations and training. We are the 
benchmark against which most 
other Navies measure themselves. 

It would shatter faith in the 
system - despite this records 
UK capability for worldwide 
deployment and our position as 
second most powerful Navy are 
forfeited, 

A former First Sea Lord has 
been quoted as saying that it 
would be outrageous if cuts on 
the scale cited in the media are 
implemented. 

I agree both as a former 
Commandant of the 
Royal College 
of Defence 
Studies and jfjjjj&M 
as National Wm- 
President 
of the 
RNA. 

Why? I 
offer three 


With the Prime Minister calling for a 'national debate’ 
on the future of Britain’s role in defence and with letters 
from shipmates pouring into the headquarters of the RNA 
concerning the state of the Fleet in the 21 st Century, Royal 
Naval Association National President Vice Admiral 
John Me Anally (pictured below), a former Commandant of 
the Royal College of Defence Studies, calls on shipmates 
to 'save the Navy’. 



1. The International Environment 
IS ONE OF INCREASING DANGER 

The Head of MI 5 has all but told 
us we are currently in remission 
between 9/11 and its true successor 
attack. The pre-empted attack 
on airliners this summer was one 
version. Another could involve the 
use of a primitive nuclear weapon. 
If such an attack gets past the 
vigilance of MI5 then resources 
for defence won’t be a problem but 
spending them wisely and getting 
the right results in time will be. 
Now is not the time for hasty 
and irreversible cuts removing 
flexibility. 

We need to think more widely. 
Not so much about a clash between 
Islam and Western civilisation but 
of the worldwide repercussions of 
Islam’s civil war* Europe’s Thirty 
Years War in the 17th Century is 
a parallel. 

Tli ere is also the looming 
prospect of serious confrontation 
between Iran and other Middle 
East states which would deeply 
affect and involve the US and 
Europe and be very naval. 

Most of the Middle East’s 
exported oil and natural gas passes 
through the Straits of Hormuz at 
the entrance to the Persian Gulf. 
They are only about 12 miles from 
Iran and easy to squeeze. Which 
navies and governments are willing 
and capable of countering such a 
threat if posed? 

But there is more to it than this, 
I believe the world changed more 
with the end of the Cold War and 
the return of globalisation than it 
did after 9/11. That was more a 
symptom than a cause. 

There is an increasing imbalance 
between population and resources. 
One sixth enjoy most of the 
goodies, five sixths live in great 
poverty. Professor Paul Rogers has 
suggested the risk of a revolution 
of the world’s frustrated majority. 

As the Prime Minister said their 
problems cannot be solved by aid 
and other soft power measures 
alone. For starters they need the 
absence of conflict and that means 
peacemaking - a job for hard 
power. 

Food could become a strategic 
resource. Urbanisation is 
increasing* much of it in shanty 
towns. There may be a scramble 
for African minerals. The Chinese 
have got off the blocks for such 
a race already. There could be 
others for the polar regions* the 
sea and space. 

Where else does the sea figure 
in this? Humanity is going 
offshore: artificial islands* 
Cities* industry* leisure and 
aquaculture. 

Oil and gas 
infrastructure may create 
new r disputes such as 
over Russia’s Baltic 
pipeline which will run 
through other nations’ 
territorial seas and 
exclusive economic 


Picture: Malcolm WeHa/Portsmouth News 


Oceanic competition, including 
for minerals in the deep ocean 
could lead to jurisdictional 
disputes. The UN Convention on 
Law of the Sea could come under 
pressure. 

And what about military 
developments? Hybrid warfare 
— the employment of sophisticated 
military instruments by irregular 
opponents is likely to increase on 
land and at sea. 

Opponents are going 
underground including under the 
sea bed. 

Iran appears to be leading the 
way in both hybrid warfare and 
underground military installations 
as well as developing her Navy, 
like India and China* Japan and 
Korea, Some experts believe war 
between states may return within 
15 years and nuclear weapons 
could be used at sea, 

2. Maritime Security is increasing 
in Importance 

The Sea is a physical worldwide 
web. Within 20 years it looks 
like 70 per cent of the world’s 
population will live within 200km 
of the coast - up from the current 
50 per cent within 500km, 

The need for maritime security' 
of energy supply and transport will 
increase. 

All nations depend on free use 
of the sea but for none is this more 
true than it is for the UK. 

Ninety per cent of everything 
that comes in or out of these 
islands goes by sea and 95 per cent 
of that passes through nine choke 
points across the world such as 
Gibraltar* Suez* Bab El Mandeb* 
Hormuz and Malacca. Here it is 
vulnerable to sustained attack. 

Soon there will be a procession 
of ships carrying vital liquid 
natural gas carriers every 300-400 
miles over all die thousands of 
miles of sea from the UK to the 
Middle East. 

Wide areas across the oceans 
are a significant potential battle 
space. Terrorist networks cross 
borders and arc not just on land. 
They form alliances with crime 
and narcotics syndicates. 

Maritime security and the 
freedom of the sea on which the 
global economy and human society 
depend could be increasingly at 
risk from asymmetric attack. 

3. Clear Roles continue for 
Maritime Forces 

Iraq and Afghanistan are primarily 
land campaigns but Britain’s 
maritime forces are fully involved 
in many vital roles. 

These include air support 
from the Joint Fleet Air Arm/ 
RAF Harrier force* helicopter 
operations* the Royal Marines, 
surveillance* logistics, medical and 
reconstruction teams. In fact more 
dian half of all UK Armed Forces 
personnel recently deployed in 
Afghanistan were Royal Navy or 
Royal Marines. 


The latter’s 3 Commando 
Brigade is the best equipped and 
supported infantry brigade in the 
Armed Forces, And it is largely 
paid for by the Navy’s share of the 
defence budget. 

But Afghanistan and Iraq arc 
not templates for all future British 
military operations. While they 
are likely to increase public and 
politicians’ caution over further 
overseas adventures it is difficult 
to see what can replace the 
expeditionary strategy of dealing 
with threats at a distance. 

Major naval deployments 
are forward-based contingency 
capabilities able to intervene 
decisively in crisis. 

Frigates and destroyers also 
perform other essential tasks: 
enforcing sanctions, intelligence, 
surveillance* interception* anti* 
piracy and slavery, protecting oil 
and gas production* safeguarding 
and promoting trade and exerting 
diplomatic influence. 

An expeditionary strategy has 
no reality without naval and air 
support and thus aircraft carriers 
are indispensable. 


In Summary 

The UK - dependent as it is on 
global trade, on uninterrupted 
sea communications and with 
responsibilities to British citizens 
dispersed all over the world 
— should not retreat to its 16th- 
Century past. 

We either remain what we 
became from the 17th Century 
Onwards - a prosperous global 
maritime trading economy - or we 
revert to being much poorer, less 
safe and of little significance in the 
world. 

Now is not the time for cuts in 
defence capability. If we seriously 
deplete our Navy, our opponents 
will adapt their strategy and move 
into the space vacated* 

Politicians and bureaucrats must 
snap out of a peacetime mentality 
and provide the means for the 
ends they desire and the security it 
is their first duty to fund. 

The Army and Air Force will 
have their own urgent priorities. 
For the Navy we must hang on to 
the ships we have with plenty of 
life left In them and to Portsmouth 


and Devonport Naval Bases. 

And order without further delay 
the two new aircraft carriers the 
necessity for which was defined 
nine years ago. 

At least eightType 45 Destroyers 
should be built and their utility 
enhanced by fitting Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. 

We must do better with our 
future frigates than the IS years it 
has taken to get the Type 45 into 
service. 

And they must be cheaper so 
that there can be many of them 
recognising the need for the RN 
to deploy globally and that there 
is quality in quantity. There is an 
urgent need to implement Mr 
Blair’s recognition of the need for 
a larger defence budget and with it 
to provide more warships, 

I urge all readers who agree to 
sign the petition at httpiZ/petitions/ 
pm.giv.uk/savethenavy and to 
write to their MP, 

While I am confident that 
shipmates share my concerns* 
these views are my own and not 
necessarily those of the Association 
as a whole. 



■b- ACCOMMODATION 






B&B at Sunny 
Gosport 

clean, spacious, well 
found accommodation. 
Excellent menu breakfast. 

Jim & Joan at No. 23 

Tel: 02392 589713 


ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 

Friendly gue$t house. 

All rooms ensurte inc. posh four poster. 
CTV, Tea/Coffee. CH. Parking 

Edgcumbe Guest Flouse 

ftga SO Pier Street, West Hoe ^ 

■Si 01752 660675 

www edgcurobeguesIhC'UK co.uk 


For a full media pack 
please email: 

ad verti si n g Sn a vy n e ws. co.uk 




TORQUAY 

The Westgate Hotel 
Falkland Road* Torquay* TQ2 5)P 

4~ qua lily accommodation, Alt rooms en-suke- 
Ucensed Ear, car-park,, dofi* to seafront, 

shops & railway si .it ion. 

Lorraine & Paul Hemmlngs (ex-Navy) 

01803 295350 
www, westgatehotel.co.uk 







To advertise your 
accommodation, 
contact the 
advertising team 
on 023 92 756 951 
or 023 92 725 062 


Weekend Breaks, Re-Unions 

Dockyard,, HMS Victory The Warrior, 
Spinnaker Tower, Gun Wharf, 
Gosport Ferry Submarine Museum. 

All other major attractions are within 
walking distance. Previous guests always 
welcome to return. 

Amberley (Intern atiunal) Cueit House 

37 Castle Road, Souths ea, Portsmouth PCS 3DE 
Tel: 023 92&i 0563 ti>x: 025 92&? 6589 

Email: aigb@bEconnect.can> 




DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM 


119 High St, Old Portsmouth, POI 2HW 
Pub, Restaurant, Quality B&B, 
Competitive Rates 

HOLIDAY BREAKS 
WEEK-ENDS • REUNIONS 

Minutes from Dockyard, Station, Gunwharf 
Tel: 02 3 92B2 7067 Fa*; 023 9282 7095 

www.dukeofbuckingham.ccm 







SHELTERED HOUSING FOR RETIRED 
EX-SERVICE PEOPLE 

The Church of England Soldiers 1 , Sailors’ and Airmen’s Housing Association provides 
rented flats for retired ex-service people over the age of fit). 

We have flats in the Greater Portsmouth urea for those who have served in any of 
the three services and flats in S a hash, Cornwall and in Greenwich, London for those 
who have RN or RM service, 

Enquiries to: CESS A Housing Association 

Telephone: 023 9282 9319 





H Plymouth £-V 

Chester Guest House 

54 Stuart Road, Petmyeomequick 

01752 663706 

IG-bedroom property' short walk from 
station/town centre. 5-minute drive from docks. 
CTV. TesJCoffee. Secure Parking. Garden. 
Email: info (a 1 che st erp 1 ymouth , co, uk 
~ Families welcome - 

WEB; www. c hestcrplymuuth. co, uk 




SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on each 

Famiiy Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 


ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and dependents 
plus ex. serving personnel and R,N,A. members who may be visiting the 
Plymouth area, 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competitive 

St Margarets Lodge 
Portsmouth 

AA ♦♦♦♦ 

prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, Reunions of 
ships* past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 

Special Promotion 
March-April 07 


D 1 C 

L 

■x III 1*% 


Two nights or more in a double 


flOYal 

K 

sec LIUD 


en-suite £45,00 pn includes 


M 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 


full English breakfast. 


Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


Further information: 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 


tel: 02392 S20097 or go to 


WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


www. stma rga rets- soul hsea . co .uk 




































































































Supporting independent living for our 
ex-Service comm no in 
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Exploit’s 
CO seeks 
mystery 
veteran 

THE Commanding Officer 
of a Naval unit is seeking a 
mystery man who gave her some 
photographs but did not leave his 
name or address. 

Lt Milly Ingham.* the CO of 
HMS Exploit, the Birmingham 
Universities RN Unit* took her 
patrol boat to Swansea least 
autumn and chatted to a man on 
the jetty who reminisced about 
his time in the Andrew. 

He told Lt Ingham of his time 
in the Middle East, and sang a 
song called the Dockyard Bride. 

“As we were moving berths, he 
returned with an envelope for tnc 
and disappeared,” said Lt Ingham. 

“Inside the envelope were 
the words to the song and two 
original copies of photos he had 
taken on his ship. 

“I wxmld dearly love to return 
his fabulous photos and need 
help in tracing him. 

“The two photos are 
interesting because one has his 
CO and Anthony Eden in it, and 
the other has his CO, a selection 
of dignitaries and a sheikh who, 
if I recall rightly, w r as the local 
sheikh in Basra.” 

The details he gave Lt Ingam 
were that he served in the 
Navy in 1942-52, was based in 
Alexandria for 18 months, was 
in a corvette (though he didn't 
specify which one) and was based 
in Basra for a year. 

If anyone can help by 
suggesting who the man was 
or which ship he might have 
served in, email Lt Ingham 
at burnucQ@a.diLmod.uk or 
telephone 0121 509 2219. 

Members 
share their 
suppers 

MEMBERS of the Redruth and 
Camborne branch held their 
monthly meeting in the upstairs 
lounge of the Redruth British 
Legion. 

Following a short meeting, 
all present enjoyed a 'bring and 
share" supper, the customary tot 
and drinks for the ladies. 

Once again members were 
given a choice of passing 
Christmas cards to each other or 
making a donation to charity in 
lieu of cards. 

This year's designated charity 
is the Cornwall Air Ambulance. 

The following meeting, at 
the same venue, was the annual 
general meeting... when subs 
w T ere due. 


S/M Jim 
is laid to 
rest in 
Torrevieja 


lives of thousands of seamen. 

Leslie Howson, an ex-PO 
Telegraphist - who took part in 
the D-Day and Sicily landings, 
was very troubled about the great 
loss of life at sea due to these 
signals being intercepted by the 
enemy. 

On leaving the Service early, due 
to ill health, he began researching 
the subject. 

In the course of investigating the 
incidents in which ships were sunk, 
due to badly-coded or insecure 
signals, he wrote countless letters 
and gathered enough material to 
begin putting pen to paper. 

Sadly, after five years of hard 
work, he was told he had a 
terminal illness, and knowing he 
would not survive to finish the 
book, he passed the manuscript 
- 700 hand-written pages - to 


his friend John Nixon, then an 
RN Instructor teaching radio 
te I e commun ic ation. 

John, now a Research Fellow 
in Health Economics at the 
University of York, promised 
Leslie he would finish the book 
— but it took him more than 20 
years to do so. 

The hardest part, he said, was 
getting the 700-page manuscript 
into a word processor to be 
checked, verified and formatted, 
which he could never have 
achieved but for the help of his 
sister Barbara, his wife Yumi and 
members of his family. 

The final chapter of the book 
includes an apology from Leslie 
Howson, who died in 1986, for 
“the avoidable deaths of 40,000 
Merchant seamen during World 
War 2”, and is dedicated to 


those who lost their lives in such 
harrowing circumstances. 

“The task of completing the 
book and seeing it published is 
immensely satisfying,” said John, 

“It was, however, an enormous 
undertaking, and took 20 years to 
finish while I was working more or 
less full time.” 

Though the two sailors never met 
at HMS Ganges, there was another 
dimension to their friendship - 
Leslie lived in the same street as 
John’s parents in the village of 
Brierley in South Yorkshire. 

Intercepted at Sea: The Human 
Cost of Insecure Communications 
During Two World Wars is published 
by Wbodfield Publishing Ltd, 
Woodfield House, Babsham Lane, 
Bognor Regis, West Sussex P02I 
5EL, price £16. See website at 
www.wQGdfieldpublishing.com 


MEMBERS of the Plymouth 
branch came together on the 
last day of 2006 in Ford Park 
Cemetery to pay their respects 
to naval hero Lt George Hinkley 
VC. 

Lt Hinkley was an able seaman 
serving in HMS Sphinx in 
October 1862 when he carried two 
wounded officers to safety under 
continuous and heavy enemy fire 
during the Taiping Rebellion in 
China. 

He was awarded the Victoria 
Cross in February of the 
following year, and left the service 
In 1867 to settle into civilian life 
in Devon. 

Lt Hinkley died in Plymouth 
on December 31 1904, at the age 
of 85. 

An Association wreath was 
laid on his grave by his great- 
granddaughter Jean Smith, 
accompanied by his great-great- 
grandson Andrew Smith, and a 
short service was then conducted 
by the Rev Alen McCulloch RN. 

In attendance around the grave 
were members and standards 
of the Plymouth and Salt ash 
branches, the South West 
Seafarers Association, the HMS 
Ganges Association and the REA 
Service. 


• The Plymouth RNA branch standard i$ lowered following the wreath-laying ceremony at the grave of 
Lt George Hinkley VC in Plymouth 


VC holder 


FELLOW shipmates in the UK 
and in Spain the Torrevieja 
branch in particular - are 
mourning the loss of S/M Jim 
Cornish, who was a member of 
HQ RNA/RBL. 

Jim joined the RN in 1943 and 
trained as an SB A, but finished up 
as a PO Stoker. 

His ships included HMS 
Resolution, depot ship HMS 
F lamb o rough Head and the 
cruiser HMS Sheffield, and he 
served in home waters as well as 
the Far East. 

On leaving the Navy after the 
war, Jim was employed making 
Post Office machinery, and he met 
and married Jean in 1951 - both 
were involved with local Cubs and 
Scouts organisations. 

They had two children, Anne 
and David, although David died 
at the age of ten in 1964. 

The couple became newsagents 
in Colchester in 1965 and retired 
in 1990 to enjoy the good life in 
Spain. 

Anne and her family joined 
them there soon after. 

His funeral was attended by 
members of the local RNA, RBL 
and RAFA in Torrevieja. 

At a recent branch meeting, 
Jean Cornish, on behalf of Jim, 
passed on £320, donated both in 
the UK and Spain by relatives and 
friends. 


Up Spirits to 
start the year 

MEMBERS of Chichester branch 
observe January 1 each year as an 
‘Up Spirits' occasion and meet 
to wish each other the traditional 
happy New Year, regardless of 
the weather or the lack of public 
transport. 

This year’s seasonal gathering 
included branch president S/M 
Sid Drewett, chairman Jim Austin 

- who stuck to fruit juice only 

- vice chairman Den Grainger and 
a happy band of other stalwarts. 

Elbow grease 

TO ADD a little sparkle to 
Durham’s Heritage Week, members 
ol Durham branch, equipped with 
polish and cloths, paid a visit to the 
Town Hall to put a shine on die 
ship's bell of HMS Invincible. 

The bell is among the items 
donated by the ship's company 
when they paid a final visit to the 
city - the Town Hall also boasts 
a lifebelt from the carrier and a 
selection of pictures of the ship 
in action. 


honoured by Plymouth branch 


SVR, a charity formed in 1910, supports 
independent living accommodation for the ex- 
Service community who are homeless or in 
times of need. At our residences in Edinburgh 
and Dundee each resident has their own fully 
furnished single-room, almost all 
of which are en-suite and full 
board is provided. 

Every year SVR cares for more 
than 3QG ex-Service men and 
women of all ages. We believe 
our residents deserve the best 
quality of support, services, 
kindness and understanding we 
can provide. Dignity, privacy and 
respect for our residents are our 
principal objectives. 

WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

Please send your donation, large or small to ensure that our 
veterans are looked after in years to come. 

Please make cheques payable to ’SVR’ and send them to : 
Marion Anderson, Fundraising, SVR, 

53 Canongate, Edinburgh, EH8 BBS 

For more information or to donate on-line visit 
www.svrontine.org 


• John Nixon stands by the grave of his co-author Leslie Howson, who handed on his manuscript when he was told he had a terminal 
disease. Leslie died in 1986 

Promise is fulfilled 
as book is completed 

SOME believe that all that 
stops them from writing a 
book is finding the time to 
do so. 

This cannot be said of Leslie 
Howson and John Nixon. 

It took 25 years to complete 
their book, Intercepted at Sea , 
which was published recently. 

The story of how the two ex- 
Ganges Boys - Leslie joined 
in 1937, John three years later 
- finally succeeded in having 
their book published is as much a 
tribute of the loyalty one sailor had 
to the other, as to their combined 
talents. 

Intercepted at Sea , which pulls 
no punches in its criticism 
of the Admiralty, deals with a 
controversial subject - how careless 
and unguarded messages sent 
between the Navy and Allied ships 
during Ehe two World Wars cost the 
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ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 





The Royal Naval Association 

Once Navy Always Navy 
Unity, Loyalty, Patriotism and Comradeship 


Who can join? 

* Full Members 

Serving and Ex-Service members of 
RN, RM, QARNNS, WRNS, Reserves 
RFA and RNX5 

• Associate members 

Others in sympathy with our objects 
especially families 


What does the 
Association do? 

We: 

* Support the Royal Navy 

* Maintain Naval traditions 

* Enjoy social activities 

* Re-unite shipmates 

* Remember the fallen 

* Help the disabled 

* Look after the needy 

* Cheer up the distressed 

* Stand together in unity 


How to join 

Write to RNA HQ 

82 Chelsea Manor Street 

London SW3 5QJ 

Tel: 020 7352 6764 

Fax: 020 7352 7385 

www roya I - n ava I -assodat i o n * co * u k 


Wreaths 
laid for 
Heroes 

AQUITAINE branch ended last 
year with a burst of activities, 
October saw the branch’s Nelson 
Lunch, which was attended by 
representatives of six AM MAGs 
-the French equivalent of RNAs, 
Then through to the end of 
the year there were Remembrance 
events, the full military funeral of 
the son of a British family living 
in the region (Lt Tom Tansworth 
RA, killed in Iraq), six Cockleshell 
Heroes events in and around 
Bordeaux, helping host the visit 
of minehunter HMS Hurworth to 
Bordeaux, and Christmas lunch. 
One of the Cockleshell Heroes 
events, a wreath-laying, took place 
at Pte des Oiseaux, where two of 
the canoes were hidden by day. 

The site is named Quai 
Frankton, taking its name from 
the official title of the operation 
against German shipping in 
Bordeaux in December 1942. 

The ships were too close to Lhe 
heart of Bordeaux for bombers to 
attack, so twelve raiders aimed to 
sneak into the harbour and attack 
the vessels with limpet mines. 

One of the canoes was damaged 
during preparations aboard the 
submarine Tuna, and two of the 
remaining ten drowned in the 
fierce tidal race at the mouth of 
the Gironde, 

Six were eventually captured 
and shot by the Germans, and just 
two - leader Maj ‘Blondie’ Hasler 
and Mne Bill Sparks - survived, 
taking two months to travel 100 
miles north to rendezvous with 
Resistance groups. 

But the four raiders who 
reached their target sank one ship 
and severely damaged four more, 
disrupting the port for months* 


aid dive 
charity 


THE mystery tug in our January could win you £50. 
edition was the Confiance, and Complete the coupon and send 
her slightly younger sister was the jt to Mystery Picture. Navy News, 
Confident. HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

The winner of our £50 prize was Coupons giving correct answers will 

Tony Pordage, of Faversham in g 0 j n ^ 0 a prize draw to establish a 

Kent. winner 

= . Thjs month^ ship was launched closing date for entties is Apri | 

K ™ 13. More tfla " °" e entry can ^ 

but was completed too late to see k,,* 

service in the war. subimtted. but photocopies cannot 

The destroyer took part in be accepted. Do not include 

Operation Deadlight - the sinking anything else in your envelope: no 

of surrendered U-boats off Ireland correspondence can be entered into 

- and was senior escort to the Royal an d no arTtr Y returned. 

Yacht for visits to Italy and West The winner will be announced in 
Africa before she was broken up at our May edition. The competition is 

Troon in the late summer of 1967. not open to Navy News employees 

If you can name her correctly, you or their families, 

r — — — — — — — — — 

MYSTERY PICTURE 145 

I l 

Name..*., *, *... .. 

I I 

Address. . ...... „ t 

I .... _ I 

I . I 

| My answer *...... 

I- _ -I 


SHEP Woolley will be performing 
at the Royal Fleet Club in 
Plymouth next month in memory 
of his old friend Cyril Tawney, 

The memorial evening for the 
former sailor and folk legend, who 
died two years ago, will raise funds 
for the Plymouth-based charity 
the Diving Diseases Research 
Centre, where Cyril received 
treatment just before his death in 
April 2005. 

In the 40 or so years he has been 
performing, Shep has established 
a reputation as one of the Royal 
Navy’s favourite entertainers. 

An ex-sailor himself, Shep’s 
style of humour ensures an 
enduring popularity. 

But that style is hard to define 
- is he a stand-up comedian who 
sings or a folk singer who tells 
risque stories? 

It might be time to come along 
and decide - and help a good 
cause at the same time, 

Shep will be joined on stage by 
the Plymouth brigade of shanty 
singers. Hanging Johnny. 

Famous across Europe for their 
sea shanties, the motley crew of 
nine admit they are not exactly the 
ancient mariners one might expect 
them to be — none of them has 
served in the Navy, though one 
did once work in the Dockyard,.. 

As well as providing emergency 
treatment for divers suffering 
from decompression illnesses, the 
Diving Diseases Research Centre 
has established a worldwide 
reputation for its treatment of 
conditions such as carbon 
monoxide poisoning, gas gangrene 
and radiation tissue damage. 

Tickets for the Cyril Tawney 
Memorial Evening cost £8, and are 
available from DDRC on 01752 
209999, orby emailing enquiries® 
ddrc.org, or by writing to DDRC, 
Tamar Science Park, Derriford, 
Plymouth PL6 8BU 


bii'efed'on BIlIC ^{\UB IHIVCHeil 

HQ plans ■ ■ 


ASSOCIATION General 
Secretary S/M Paddy McClurg 
was the guest at the No 4 
Area Annual General Meeting 
and Area Meeting, held at 
Dorchester. 

S/M Paddy briefed branch 
delegates on his role at 
Headquarters in London, and 
then strongly advised them 
to support the proposed 
Headquarters move from its 
current location at Chelsea in 
London to Portsmouth, 

He went on to outline the 
advantages this would bring in 
terms of larger premises {with 
more office space, storage 
room and meeting rooms), Its 
location close to one of the 
main naval bases, and being 
situated m the heart of an area 
where large numbers of sailors 
lived and worked. 

Raising a smile from 
delegates, S/M Paddy 
mentioned the review he had 
been asked to undertake at 
HQ “ and the fact that he fell 
in to the trap of being asked 
to outline the problems facing 
the Association, and then 
being asked to find a suitable 
solution* 


for James Magennis 


JAMES Magennis, the only 
man from Northern Ireland to 
be awarded the Victoria Cross 
in World War 2, has had a 
blue plaque unveiled in his 
honour. 

The plaque, erected by the 
Ulster History Circle and spon¬ 
sored by Belfast City Council, was 
unveiled at the Belfast RNA Club 
in Great Victoria Street by Cllr 
Diane Dodds. 

The ceremony was attend¬ 
ed by Doreen Corcoran, the 
Chairwoman of the Ulster History 
Circle, with Cdr Peter Campbell, 
Lt Cdr Mike Montgomery and 
members of the branch represent¬ 
ing the Royal Navy. 

Councillor Dodds said that she 
was privileged to carry Out the 
unveiling as the debt owed to such 
brave men could not be repaid* 

Leading Seaman James 
Magennis gained the medal for 
his remarkable courage as one of 
the crew of a midget submarine 


Date for Sea Sunday 


SEA Sunday is to be held in 
Broadstairs, Kent, on Sunday July 
15, and the theme is the Royal 
Navy, 

It is hoped that a number of 
bands will take part in a parade 
which will comprise the Margate 
Sea Cadet unit, a number of local 
organisations, and as many RNA 
standards and marchers as wish 
to attend. 

The parade will start mustering 
outside Fierremont Hall from 
1130 onwards for a 1230 start, 
which will enable the Service to 
begin at 1300, 


Following the service a buffet 
reception will be held, where there 
will be an opportunity to meet 
other veterans from home and 
abroad, and civic dignitaries. 
Afternoon events will include 
a mini-tournament for youth 
organisations, and the day will 
conclude with an informal dinner/ 
dance. 

Branches interested in attending 
should contact the Sea Sunday 
Chairman, Raymond Heseldine, 
Sunny croft, 19 Knights Avenue, 
Broadstairs, Kent CT10 1EL, tel 
01843 600616. 


which, in 1945, planted limpet 
mines on a Japanese cruiser in 
Singapore Harbour. 

On approaching her target, 
HMS XE3 settled beneath the 
cruiser, requiring Magennis - the 
boat’s diver - to squeeze through 
a narrow space as the hatch could 
not be fully opened. 

The Belfast-born sailor then had 
the difficult task of attaching lim¬ 
pet mines to the hull of the ship, 
which was fouled by barnacles. 

Having scraped an area to 
attach the mines, he had to tie 
them in pairs using a line under 
the ship’s keel - tiring w r ork at the 
best of times, but particularly so 
as Magennis’s breathing apparatus 
w r as not working properly and was 
leaking oxygen. 

Having set die full set of mines, 
Magennis returned to XE3 
exhausted, but as the boat’s CO, 
Lt lan Fraser (who also won the 
VC) tried to release the mines 
attached to the side of the craft 
one failed to disengage. 

Despite his exhaustion and 
the leaky equipment — emitting 
a stream of bubbles which could 
have revealed his presence - 
Magennis volunteered to leave the 
boat again, rather than leave the 
job to a less-experienced diver. 

After seven minutes of hard 
work with a heavy spanner, the 
mine carrier was released and 
Magennis could return to the boat 
before she headed out to the open 
sea and a rendezvous with her 
mother ship. 

Charity 
date to 


# Cllr Diane Dodds (right) of Belfast City Council with members 
of the RNA and the Ulster History Circle unveiling a blue plaque in 
commemoration of James Magennis VC Picture: Steven Peacock 
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The Royal Navy writes on the issues affecting you 


Merger sets up new Training Command for March 



- but short on 


facts, says 2SL 


• During the last year the Navy has redesigned the majority of specialisations within which ratings 
develop their professional skills. The new specialisations reflect the way in which current warships now 
operate and will allow future ships to be manned in the most efficient way. Implemented under the 
Navy Board’s Personnel Change Programme, the culmination of change for individuals will take place 
on Vesting Day, March 30. On this day the vast majority of affected ratings will adopt their new branch 
title and wear their new branch badge. The day will also be marked by the Second Sea Lord hosting a 
Personnel Open Day on board HMS Northumberland, the Branch Development pilot, in London. With 
specialist, regional and recruiting media invited, 2SL will highlight the many projects under way aimed 
at modernising professional development and employment conditions as part of a drive to offer modern, 
flexible careers to its ratings. 

RN joins ILM as corporate 

store In the quality of die leadership 
and management at all levels. 

“I am very proud that the ILM 
has recognised the value of the 
training and experience our people 
gain throughout their naval careers 
by giving us accreditation. 

“There are benefits both for 
individuals who join up and the 
organisation as a whole. 

“We have to recognise that our 
people may well leave at some 
point to begin a career in civilian 
industry, so it is important that 
the skills and experience acquired 
in the RN are recognised in the 
business world. 

“That is one of the key benefits 
ILM are bringing to us.” 


HUNDREDS of Royal Navy 
managers are taking advantage 
of enhanced career support 
and development by joining 
the Institute of Leadership and 
Management (ILM), 

The RN is the latest organisation 
to join ILM as a corporate member, 
providing access to the unique 
benefits of ILM membership at a 
discounted rate for RN personnel. 


It also underlines the RN’s 
commitment to supporting 
their managers w T ith career-long 
professional development and 
serves as a useful ‘bridge’ for RN 
leaders looking to develop roles in 
civilian organisations. 

Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Adrian Johns is responsible for 
the policy decision for the RN to 
contract with the ILM to aw r ard 
leadership and management 
qualifications on completion of 
Junior and Senior Rates Command 
Courses and young officers on 
completion of sea experience and 
Subsequent examination. 

Vice Admiral Johns said: “The 
Royal Navy has always laid great 


2007 did not get off to a 
great start for the Royal 
Navy in terms of press 
coverage. 

Stories in the national 
papers about mothballing 
ships and cancelling the carrier 
programme were long on 
sensation - but short on facts. 

And they had an inevitable 
effect on morale, says Vice Admiral 
Adrian Johns, the Second Sea 
Imrd, Commander-in-Chief Naval 
Home Command and die Navy’s 
Principal Personnel Officer, 

“Media coverage is a two-edged 
sword,” he said, “We like the 
public support but we need to go 
on facts. If you believed everything 
you read in the press a few weeks 
ago, you’d think the sky was falling 
in on the Navy; it is not.” 

Admiral Johns was particularly 
disappointed by coverage of his 
internal communications message 
on manpower adjustments, which 
some of the newspapers called a 
“promotion freeze.” 

“In fact planning for changes in 
manpower levels is nothing newt 
The size and shape of the Navy 
has changed over the years to 
match the requirement and our 
planning has kept pace with that. 
But recently Fleet Transformation 
and other defence change 
programmes have brought it into 
sharper focus.” 

He said: “ Wc put out the briefing 
about manpower adjustments 
because there were rumours 
circulating and it w T as only right 
and fair to let people know what 
issues we are wrestling with. 

“But the papers gave a one¬ 
sided impression of what we’re 
trying to do. They used the word 
freeze, and that’s misleading, 

“The way I look at promotion 

member 

ILM is the largest provider 
of management and leadership 
qualifications in Europe, with 
more than 80,000 registrations 
each year. 

It also leads in offering personal 
and professional development 
opportunities to around 20,000 
managers. 

Personal benefits of ILM 
membership include subscription 
to leading monthly management 
publication Edge 3 bespoke member 
events and activities, an online 
resource centre with member-only 
access to thousands of ebooks 
and ejnurnals, a complimentary 
research service and a legal 
helpline, to name but a few. 


is its effect on the manpower 
pipeline — you have to squeeze 
the pipe from time to time to 
control the flow, but the important 
point is that there is always a flow 
coming through, 

“We need this constant flow to 
build the future navy, but in the 
next three to four years we need to 
squeeze the pipe to limit the flow 
in certain areas,” 

He explained: “For example, 
we’re aiming in 2007 to have 
a 12 per cent reduction in die 
promotion from lieutenant to 
lieutenant commander - in terms 
of figures that means we selected 
and promoted 238 last year and it 
will be 210 this year, 

“The 28 people not promoted 
would not have been at the top of 
the list - but they will get another 
chance next time. 

“The older and more senior 
you are, the greater the impact 
it’s going to have. People with less 
than four years to serve could see 
20-25 per cent fewer promotion 
slots, 

“But if you’re 44 and under, 
overall, there will be less than ten 
per cent few T er, and for those who 
are 38 and under, less than five 
per cent fewer promotion slots ” 

He added: “Promotion to WO Is 
will be reduced by 10-15 per cent 
over the same timeframe for the 
same reasons. Junior rates will be 
the population least affected. 

“We will know more definite 
details about numbers of 
promotions to commander and 
above in April. It is all dependent 
on other change programmes, 
particulars of which have yet to 
be finalised.’ 1 

So much is happening across the 
board it is inevitable that rumours 
will grow, says Admiral Johns. 

“But we have to be cautious 
about giving hard figures when 
there’s so much change in so 
many areas, and nobody has the 
full picture yet,” he said. 

He explained: “We are getting 
a much clearer picture now T of die 
Fleet Transformation Programme 

- w T hich is all about making sure 
we have the right size and shape 
for the RN ashore to support the 
front line, 

“Even after Fleet First and the 
single TLB there are inefficiencies 
and waste, 

“And after we paid off 14 
ships during the medium term 
workstrands we didn’t pay a single 
brick of shore infrastructure off 
anywhere, 

“We know we’re carrying more 
overheads then we need ashore 

- and it’s right that we channel 
every bit of efficiency into getting 
ships to sea, aircraft into the air, 
submarines under the water, and 
marines into action. 


“But Fleet Transformation is not 
the only elephant roaming around 
the jungle. Others are the Naval 
Base Review; the Defence Training 
Review and the Defence Acquisition 
Change Programme - the merger 
of the DLQ and DPA, 

“All of this is interdependent. 
For instance, the DLG can’t 
tell us yet exactly what impact 
the merger will have, but its 
results will influence us in Fleet 
Headquarters. 

“The trick of all this is to be 
able to take it as a whole and 
get the bigger picture, so we can 
say how many Servicemen and 
women we need both now and 
in the future, and what ranks and 
rates we’re talking about,” 

He added: “But at the moment 
we simply don’t have all that detail 
-and the devil Is in the detail.” 

Planning for future manpower 
needs is like running a signal box 
on a railway, explained the Second 
Sea Lord. 

He said: “There is a train called 
the Future Manpower Structure 
running up the lines and we 
control it by pulling levers labeled, 
for example, Full Time Reserve 
Service, Acting Higher Rank, 
Notice-Giving, Extended Careers 
(the replacement for Second Open 
Engagement), and Promotion, 

“Some of the levers may 
need to be pulled a little bit 
harder, but none of them 
should go to zero stop. The 
trick is in getting the branch 
structures right so that what 
comes in at the bottom wifi 
sustain what we need all 
the way up to the top with¬ 
out going into surplus. 

“If you look at FTRS, for 
example, wc may find in the future 
it’s a mechanism for people to 
move across from being full-time 
Navy to part-time. At the moment 
we don’t know exactly how we 
will be using our reservists down 
the line, because it depends on so 
many other things, including the 
employment market outside, 
“Another lever in the signal box 
is called recruiting, and we aim 
not to touch that one. We must not 
have another black hole like the 
one created in the mid-90s and 
which still affects us to this day. 
He added: “There is a wonderful 
saying - I think k was Admiral 
Cunningham - who said it takes 
three years to build a ship but 300 
to build a Navy, 

“In planning these changes, 
we must not forget our history 
and our heritage. But we have 
experience in doing this, because 
we have planned manpower 
changes for years now, and that is 
our advantage.” 


It's your 2.6 

NEED to get your message 
across to the rest of the RN? 

To feature in 2.6 contact Lt 
Cdr Dave Joyce at Fleet Media 
Ops on 93832 8809 or Lt Cdr 
‘Aj s Ajala at DPR(N) on 9621 
85984. 


ROYAL Navy training is to be re-organised 
under one flag officer from May. 

As of May 15, die current Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting (FOTR) and Flag 
Officer Sea Training (POST) will be combined 
to form a new organisation, the Naval Training 
Command, 

And the first in the new combined post, 
which will still be known as FOST, will be Rear 
Admiral Richard Ibbotson, 

The need for a single RN training delivery 
organisation led by a rear admiral or equivalent, 
covering both sea and shore training, was 


identified during work to develop the single 
TLB - the merger between Fleet and Second 
Sea Lord. 

The Transformation programme under Rear 
Admiral Zambellas has analysed the scenario 
and concluded that there are substantial 
benefits to be gained from a single training 
delivery organisation. 

As the new head of the Naval Training 
Command, Rear Admiral Ibbotson will be 
responsible for naval training policy, individual 
and collective training delivery, through-life 
education, ‘seedcorn’ youth contact and HQ 
recruiting functions. 

FOST will be based 
in the West Country, 
but the organisation 
will still maintain a 


presence in the Portsmouth area. 

There will be two commodores in support 
of the post, with responsibility for sea and 
shore training respectively, and the shore 
establishment commanding officers will also 
be part of the Command hierarchy. 

The Naval Secretary as Chief of Staff 
(Personnel) will manage the flow of individuals 
through the training pipeline, 

COS (Personnel) will also have the lead 
responsibility for job analysis and OPS 
definition, training needs analysis and the 
development of the Statement of Training 
Requirement. 

Commodore Shore Training Cdre Graham 
Peach is the lead for this work, and will be 
taking the detailed work forward in conjunction 
with COS (Transformation) and his team. 


DATES and details of the RN 
Presentation Team’s events this 
month are: 

0 Weds March 7: Llanelli 
BThurs March 8: Haverfordwest 
0 Weds March 14: Oxford 
0 Thurs March 15: Pangbourne 
BTues March 20: Guernsey 
0 Thurs March 22: Jersey 

Looking further ahead: 

0 Tues May 1 : Westminster 
0Tues May 8: Lowestoft. 

Anyone wanting to book a 
place at a presentation, or seek¬ 
ing details, should contact the 
RNPT on 020 8833 8020, or 
email mpt@gtrtet.gov.uk 


Sensational stuff 


The Royal Navy writes on the issues affecting you 
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The Royal Navy writes on the issues affecting you 


Health 
chiefs 
clock RN 
comms 

SENIOR communicators at 
the Department of Health have 
been taking a look at how the 
Royal Navy manages its internal 
co mmunic ations. 

Tlie MOD w T as asked to brief 
health officials on their policy 
and strategy, as Secretary of State 
for Health Patricia Hewitt felt 
that her department could learn 
from the experience of Defence 
practitioners. 

The call went out for the Service 
teams to showcase their talents 
_ and when Capt Mike Davis- 
Marks, Defence Public Relations 
(Navy), ran through the Senior 
Service system, the deal was done 
and a meeting booked with his 
opposite number at the Health 
Department. 

Demonstrating best practice in 
the MOD, the Navy team went 
through various topics, including: 

How their audience is identified 
and how technology can help reach 
widely-dispersed personnel; 

The position of the internal 
audience in relation to operations 
in the RN communications plan; 

Inter-relationships between 
various divisions, such as Fleet, 
DNR, the Regions etc 

The various methods of 
disseminating information, 
including Navy Broadsheet } 

2.6 DVDs and Galaxy briefs. 

The briefing was well-received, 
with the observation that health 
officials were “very impressed” by 
what they had seen. 


JPA settles down - 
beware Army roll-out 



IT HAS been three months 
since RN JPA go live and 
the new system is settling 
in well. 

In the main, feedback has 
been very positive, particularly 
from self-service users who 
like the internet banking style 
of working and the quick 
turn-around time for expense 
claims — two to three days for 
payment to reach the bank. 

The implementation of JPA to 
the three Services is one of the 
worlds biggest human resource 
software projects, and it has 
required some significant changes 
to the way the Royal Navy carries 
out administration. 

It is not just ways of working 
- business processes - that have 


had to be adapted for JPA; cultural 
change and adapting to new 
terminology were also necessary. 

It will inevitably take some 
time before these major changes 
become the norm, but this will be 
sooner if all personnel continue to 
embrace the new system and ways 
of working. 

As a consequence of the size 
and complexity of the JPA project, 
rollout to the RN has not been 
without some turbulence, and 
since ‘"go-live* there have been 
a number of issues which have 
affected self-service users and 
professional users. 

The main problems for self- 
service users have been pay-related, 
and AFPAA is acutely aware of the 
importance of accurate and timely 
delivery of pay 

Any such problems are 


Voter declaration changed 


PERSON NEL are recommended 
to view DINs 2007DIN02- 
009 Electoral Registration 

- Persona/ fndentifiers for 
Absent Vbfers, and 2007DIN 02- 
DO 8 Electoral Registration 

- Extension of the Service 
Deciaration. 

Both can be accessed via 
the Defence Instructions and 
Notices (DINS) link on intranets, 
under Publications. 

Essentially the changes 


involve an extension to three 
years (from one) for the validity 
of a Service voter declaration. 

it is anticipated that this will 
make registering as a Service 
voter much more attractive to 
personnel by eliminating the 
need for annual registration. 

In addition, fraud prevention 
will require Personal Identifiers 
(signature and date of birth) for 
those who have registered as 
absent voters (postal or proxy). 


The R°>"' Na, £* 
the Suppress"^ 

the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade 



• Lf Cdr Rufai ! A /' Ajala reads extracts from the diaries of Midshipman Bin stead, written while on service 
with the West Africa Squadron in the 1820s, at the opening of the Chasing Freedom exhibition in the 
Royai Naval Museum , Portsmouth 

Anti-slave trade exhibition opened 


A SIMPLE ceremony of reflection 
and remembrance marked the 
opening of the Royal Naval 
Museum's special exhibition. 
Chasing Freedom: The Royal 
Navy and the Suppress ion of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade , 

Lt Cdr Rufai 4 Aj* Ajala read 
extracts from the diary of 
Midshipman Binstead, who served 
in the West Africa - or Preventive 
- Squadron in the 1820s. 

A minute’s silence was also 
observed in memory of those who 
suffered as a consequence of the 
slave trade. 

Following the outlawing of 
die slave trade by the British in 
1807, the Royal Navy maintained 


a presence off the coast of West 
Africa into the 1860s. 

At its height, the squadron 
included 30 ships and 2,000 
sailors and 1,000 native crewmen; 
more than 1,500 of its sailors died 
in that period, the vast majority 
from disease. 

Around 150,000 enslaved 
Africans were directly liberated by 
the Royal Navy, 

But the deterrent effect was 
much greater as slave traders 
found fewer and fewer places 
to hide from the RN and other 
navies, the anti-slave trade cruisers 
growing in numbers as more and 
more nations signed up to the 
parallel diplomatic initiative. 


The exhibition, which has 
received support from the Veterans 
Challenge Fund, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the union 
Amicus, runs at ihe Museum in 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
until January 2008. 

It is free with a valid admission 
ticket. 

There is an accompanying 
programme of schools workshops 
and community events. 

For more information, ring 023 
9272 7584 or see the website at 
www.royalnavalmuseum.org 
SI Freedom Fighters: the 
Royal Navy and the suppres¬ 
sion of the slave trade - see 
supplement in centre pages 


addressed as quickly as possible by 
AFPAA and the JPA Programme. 

The number of pay-related 
problems is diminishing, but 
anyone experiencing a discrepancy 
should bring the matter to the 
attention of their Personnel Office. 

Other personnel administration 
problems have been associated 
with the Arrival process, mainly 
when either an individual has not 
been Arrived or when they have 
been Arrived against the wrong 
Assignment Order. 

It is vital that on joining a new 
unit every Service person makes 
contact with their new Personnel 
Office so that they can be Arrived, 

Failure to do this may 
affect entitlement to allow¬ 
ances and is likely to cause 
disruption to the unit and 
DNCM. 

In many instances it was possible 
to anticipate where die RN would 
need to make changes to its ways of 
working, but a number of problems 
have only emerged since the Navy 
began using JPA, and these mainly 
affect professional users such as 
UPO staff and Career Managers. 

Again, the se a re b ei ng add ressed, 
and revised ways of working are 
being developed, 

AFPAA too arc having to adapt 
to the new system, and they are 
currently working hard to improve 
the level of service provided by the 
JPAC(EC), 

During his many unit visits, 
Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral 
Adrian Johns has been gauging 


opinion of the new system, and 
he is more aware than most 
of the highs and lows of JPA 
implementation, 

<e I remain hugely impressed 
with the acceptance of JPA into 
the Navy, and with the tolerance 
shown by those personnel w r ho have 
experienced problems, particularly 
with their pay/ 1 he said. 

“The Royal Navy has made a real 
success of JPA implementation, 
and we are making good progress 
towards operating in a steady state 
with the new system, 

“There will inevitably be 
more hurdles to cross before JPA 
operation becomes second nature, 
one of the biggest being the rollout 
of JPA to the Army later this month, 
which will affect all users.” 

Army JPA go-live will take place 
on March 26, and during the 
cutover period (March 13-26) 
there will be no JPA access to any 
RN or RAF personnel. 

No self-service activities will be 
possible during this window, so 
personnel are advised to book leave 
over this period well in advance. 

Access to JPA by RN self-service 
users will start from March 28, 
Because of the amount of work 
required to bring the Army on¬ 
line, the RN payroll will run in 
early March. 

This means that although the 
Navy will still get paid at the end 
of the month, any new allowances 
and the like claimed after the 
payroll will not appear in payslips 
until April. 


IT team 
helps cut 
energy bills 

A DEFENCE IT team is helping 
conserve energy while 
maintaining efficiency. 

IT equipment accounts for 
a significant proportion of the 
electricity consumption of the 
MOD, and there is a drive to 
cut the energy bill across the 
department. 

The Defence Communication 
Services Agency’s Defence 
Information Infrastructure 
Integrated Project Team has 
been championing the Wake 
On Lan (WOl) system 

This hardware and software 
technology wakes up ‘sleeping’ 
systems by sending coded 
signals to suitably-equipped 
and enabled computers. 

This allows system 
ad m i m strato rs to perform 
maintenance and to send 
updates to computers even 
when the user has shut down 
his or her workstation when 
they pack up for the day. 

WOL is now available to 
Dll/C Restricted users, and 
will continue to be rolled 
out as part ot the planned 
incremental improvement of 
DM functionality. 

Those staff not yet on Dll 
are being encouraged to play 
their part in minimising the 
environmental impact of the 
daily work routine by ensuring 
they turn oft their monitors at 
the end of the working day. 



Paradigm Services provide Welfare communications 
services that link UK military personnel on operational duty, 
with their families and friends back home. 

Family and friends can leave voicemail messages and 
top-up the Paradigm account cards of entitled UK military 
personnel currently serving on operational 
duty overseas. 



For full details, please contact: 
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NOTICEBOARD 



CVe to «S<vlf>iett^<oti cosis. a c*nn> 4 w <jimo 9 too s^OscWon * csoseUetf Are! 5** 

■twitt®, sncf tn&reiflto mtos<(} tut enfi&eL to a Cs.co a&frtfl &wq&. 


Reunions 


NOTICEBOARD 

ENTRIES 

■ Notices for this page should 
be brief, clearly written or typed 
and addressed to - The Editor, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth. P01 3HH or e- 
mail: edit@navynews.co.uk. If 
you are sending your notice in 
via email, pfease include your 
full address and telephone 
number. 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a particular edition 
cannot be guaranteed. 

■ Please send in Reunions at 
least three months {preferably 
four) before the month of the 
event. 

■ There may be a delay before 
items appear, due to the vol¬ 
ume of requests. 

■ Entries are free to non¬ 
commercial organisations. 
Items pertaining to commercial 
work, books and publications for 
profit can only appear as paid- 
for advertising, 

■ The Editor reserves the right 
to edit or refuse publication of 
submitted notices. 

■ Space does not allow us 
to accept more than one free 
insert. Any subsequent notice 
will have to be paid for at 
advertising rates. 


Sports lottery 


January 13: £5.000 - LOM{C) R L 
Callander, HMS Colllngwood; £1,500 

- OMW L H Summerell, HMS Southampton; 
£500 - AET1 M Cormack, RNAS Yeovifton 

January 20: £5.000 - It N W Conran, 
HMS Vanguard(P); £1.500 - MEM1 L J 
Frankish, HMS Exeter; £500 - OM1 R J 
Bromley, HMS Manchester 

January 27: £5,000 - Capt C M Ushome, 
HMS Nelson; £1.500 - LMEM C P Hodkin, 
HMS Nottingham; £500 - GPQWEA G 
McNae, HMS Vigilant (Stbd) 

February 3: £5,000 -AEM1 K M Rollason, 
RAF Cottesmore; £1,500 - OM(W}2 R E 
Walker, HMS Albion; £500 - ROAEM(M) N F 
Howkins, RNAS Yeoviiton 

February 10: £5,000 - IMEA L T 
Alexander, HMS Vanguard [Stbd); £1,500 

- OMW1 C Robinson, HMS Raleigh; £500 

- LOMC B T Atcheson, HMS Shoreham 


The late Thomas Aukland OSM: Mrs 
Auk land is trying to find out more about the 
DSM awarded to her father-in-law. Thomas 
Aukland- He survived the sinking of HMS 
Southampton in 1941 and the decoration 
was awarded according to his SC, in 1043 
at which time he was serving in HMS 
Cormorant {Loyal). Any information to Mrs 
Margaret Aukland. c/o Bill Thompson, 4 
Voltigeur Drive, Hart Village, Hartlepool, 
TS27 3BS or tel: 01429 867721. 

HMS Delphinium: Seeking information 
about Delphinium. Wyn’s uncle, Danford 
Lewis Brown was aboard from November 
1940 to November 1942. He was granted 
a hurt certificate rn November 1942 and 
made a Chief Petty Officer in January 1943, 
Any information to Wyn Collier at wynco31@ 
btopenworid.com,. tel: 024 7650 3304 or 
write to 14 Poitiers Road, Coventry, CV3 
5JX, 

Falkland leaflets: Does anyone have 
surrender leaflets dropped on the Falkland 
Islands during the Argentinian occupation. 
They were: 1 ; Safe conducVPese da Salvo 
Conducto, 2; istas da Condenados , 3: A 
message from His Excellency the Gover¬ 
nor, 4: Soldados Tus Vaterosos Companeros 
da Armas Ubtcados and 5: Radio Atlantico 
del Sur. Contact Syd Baggett, 14 West Hill 
Avenue, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 8 JU or tel: 
01372 726404. 

HMS Forte: Bill would like to hear from 
any of the officers, or their families, in a pho¬ 
tograph (names on back are: Lt Hart, Mr Per¬ 
kins, 1 1 Angove, Lt Cdr Keats, S/Lt Brooks, 
Lt Forster, Lt Seed. Lt Cdr Luscombe, Lt 
Dennis, Cdr Vine, Cdr Firouet, Cdr Bryant, 
Capt Roch, Gapt Gordon and 3rd Officer 
Dickerson) which was taken at HMS Forte in 
Falmouth between December 1943 and July 
1944 whilst his father, Lt William Red vers 
Forster RNR was stationed there. If you rec¬ 
ognise any of the officers do please contact 
Bill Forster at biJi@fischer-balcke.de or tel: 
01727 838595 or write to SB Holywell Hill, St 
Albans. AL1 1DH. 

HMS Hogue: Dave is asking about the 


fate of HMS Hogue, involved with a Paki¬ 
stani cruiser during a 1958-59 jet exercise 
in the Indian Ocean. Dave was serving in 
HMS Ceylon which was in Trincomalee at 
the time. The Hogue returned to Trincomalee 
with her bows stoved in and ha believes she 
had casualties aboard from the collision. He 
thinks that the ship was naver repaired and 
scrapped in Singapore. He has sent some 
photos (shown on the website) of the ship 
returning, showing damage to the bow sec¬ 
tion. If any ex-Hogue crew members want¬ 
ed copies get in touch either by writing or 
through the web. Contact Dave Whitfield at 
WhitfieDa@aol.com or write to 88 The Crofts, 
Stlloth on Solway. Cumbria, CA7 4HA. 

Pin gat Jasa Malaysia {PJM): Derek 
served as a signaller with the RM on the 
previous HMS Bulwark’s fourth commission 
(1962-63), as a result of which he qualifies 
for the Pingat Jasa Malaysia (PJM), and his 
application is being processed. Hundreds of 
that commission's company must have suc¬ 
cessfully applied for the PJM, Would anyone 
who has official confirmation of Bulwark's 
aggregate time in Malaysian/Singaporean 
waters during her 1962-63 commission, 
please send me a copy, by e-mail to either 
derek.and rewartha&>d efence.gov.au or 

dereknbabs@optusnet.com.au or write to 
Derek Andnewartha, Littlefields, 15 Evans 
Road East, Gabariah, 4352, Queensland, 
Australia. 

Fairmile B Glass MLs: John read with in¬ 
terest that Jim Field is seeking information 
on Falrmile B Class ML853. His personal 
interest is ML854, specifically during Arakan 
but he thought that comparing notes might 
be mutually beneficial. Unfortunately e-mails 
sent to the address in the Ask Jack cofumn 
bounced. Perhaps he, or anyone else with 
any knowledge of the flotilla that sailed from 
Knysna to India and took part in the Arakan 
campaign, could contact John Harris (son 
of Lt RN Harris RNVR/SANF(V)) at John. 
HarrisC^gns.cri.nz or write to 60 Qroua Street, 
Eastbourne, Lower Hutt, New Zealand. 

HMS Nigeria: In a new book, the author 


states that in mid 1941, Niger;a was painted 
in four different tones of J Mountbatten Pink', 
applied In a pattern form and that the de¬ 
stroyers Punjabi and Tartar wore similarly 
painted. Mr Groves has photographs of Ni¬ 
geria in March and September 1941, which 
show the ship painted overall in one tone of 
'Mountbatten Pink'. Can anyone confirm the 
author's description of Nigeria in 1941 and 
better still produce a photo? Similarly can 
anyone confirm the colour schemes of Pun¬ 
jabi and Tartar, also with photos? Contact R 
J M Groves, Battramsley House, Lymington, 
Hants, $G41 3ND or tel: 01590 672249. 

HMS Triumph and HMS Glory: Seeking 
anyone who served in Triumph or Glory in 
the 1950s. Albert (Bertie) Waters served on 
Triumph and Glory. He drowned whilst swim¬ 
ming in St Pauls Bay, Malta on November 
17, 1953 and is buried at Kalkara Cemetery. 
He was a leading cook from Norfolk. If you 
have a photograph of Albert in his uniform 
could you contact Faith Batson at faith45@ 
batscnc.freeserve.oo.uk or tel: 01693 
747717 or write to 35 Winsford Way, New 
Costessey, Norwich, Norfolk NR5 QDH. 

HMS Valiant: David Mills was one of the 
few survivors of Valiant when it was limpet 
mined in the war. Would any readers have 
been on this ship at that time? His son would 
love to find out about that time. Sadly David 
died 20 years ago. Also does anyone has 
a copy of the film The Valiant staring John 
Mills made in 1962. Contact Mrs Lesley Mills, 
Mildales Cottage. Corag h, Killeshandra, Co. 
Cavan, Republic of Ireland, 

J W Wadlin: Mick Hickford has a copy 
of Burneys Young Seamans Manual £ Rig¬ 
gers Guide , dated 1876, presented to J W 
Wadlin by the Lords of the Admiralty, as first 
prize for seamanship and good conduct at 
the Royal Hospital School, Greenwich. This 
manual cost 7s 6 d when an AB was earning 
Is 7d a day, making it an expensive hook. 
Mick would like to reunite the book with the 
Wadlin family. Contact Mick at 22 St Leon¬ 
ards Road, Prince Rook, Plymouth, Devon, 
PL4 9NE. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall 
some of the March headlines of past decades... 


30 years ago 

A furious Mechl T Galley of 
HMS Qberon wrote in to Navy 
News to berate the Navy for Its 
latest blue engineer’s overalls. 

The enraged submariner 
seems to have had a particular 
grievance against velcro - “A 
hazard in itself. When the klax¬ 
on sounds, 80 per cent of the 
ship’s company are trying to 
separate a sleeping bag {also 
fitted with velcro) from their 
overalls as we try to get to 
diving station.” 


20 years ago 

In a sea of navy blue, Pope 
John Paul II greeted 120 men 
from HMS Intrepid and HMS 
Fife at a special audience in the 
Vatican, 

The Rev Godfrey Hilliard, 
HMS intrepid’s chaplain, 
presented a crest to the Pope 
to mark the visit by the ships 
of the Dartmouth Training 
Squadron. 

Pope John Paul described the 
Naval service as being in “the 
service of true peace”. 


Gloucester Association will be held at the 
Naval War Memorial, Plymouth Hoe at 1190, 
May 20, followed by an informal lunch at the 
Royal Fleet Club. All members welcome. For 
further details please contact Gillian Wad- 
den at secnetary@hmsneptune.com or Nick 
Wright on 01278 734504 or see details on 
www.hmsnepturie.com . 

HMS Hood Association: AGM and reun¬ 
ion will take place at the Royal Sailors Home 
Club, Portsmouth on May 26. A memorial 
service will take place at St George’s Church, 
Portsea at 1100 on May 27; Boldre Church 
service at 1100 on May 13. Details with SAE 
please from K A Clark, 57 Bereweeke Av¬ 
enue, Winchester, S022 6 BL, 

June 2007 

Majestic 'Caledonia' 1937-39, Boys’ 
Association: Reunion and AGM dinner on 
June 2 at the Seacrest Hotel. 9-13 West End 
Road, Morecambe, Lancs, LA4 4DJ. Book¬ 
ings to Jim Duckworth (Secretary), 87 The 
Hove, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 6 EE. 

HMS Blackcap: RNAS Stratton 1942-56. 
Any shipmates who served at the base are 
Invited to the annual service of commemo¬ 
ration held on the first Sunday of June at 
St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. Contact 
Bennie Cohen at b-cohen2@ntlwQrld.com or 
tel: 0161 9461209. 

HMS Wave Association: 16 th annual 
reunion will be held at the Norbreck Castle 
Hotel, Blackpool, June 6 - 6 . Further details 
from Ken WardJe (Secretary) at hmswgve_ 
association@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 91472 
S7DS35 or write to 267 Chelmsford Avenue, 
Grimsby, DN34 5BX. 

Falkland* 26 - 42 Cdo RM: Calling ait 
Op Corporate Veterans who served in or with 
42 Cdo RM in 1932. Join us for the 25th an¬ 
niversary reunion in Plymouth, June 8-10. 
For more information or to make a booking, 
contact Molly Macpherson at MoSly^mac® 
ontd.com or see the website at www, 
boofneck.co.uk 

Submarine Coxswains: Annual cox¬ 
swains meeting and association reunion to 
be held at WO and SRs Mess, HMS Drake 
on June 8-10, More details from Command 
Warrant Officer (Submarines) Dean Rogers 
on 023 9262 8766. 

Falkiands 25 - RNAS Culdrose WO & 
SRs Mess: The Falkiands £ 5 th anniversary 
dinner will be held June 21 2007, all past 
members and veterans wishing to attend 
should contact WO 6 SRs Mess Manager on 
01326 552286. 

HMS Kale 1942-46: The 19th reunion will 
take place June 26-20 at Southdene Hotel, 
Bridlington. Old and new hands welcome. 
Enquiries to R S Clay, 31 Cuckmera Way, 
Brighton, BN1 8 GA or tel: 01273 552076. 

July 2907 

HMS Fearless: HMS Fearless reunion 
on July 27 in the Warrant Officers and Sen¬ 
ior Rates Mess HMS Excellent, points of 
contact will be CPOMEM Walker, Phoenix 
CBRNDC School, e-mail: mws-nbod-c2-2@ 
nrta. mcd.uk and GPOMEM(M) Tufett, e-mail: 
mws-nbcd-q@nrta.mod.uk or tel: 023 9254 
7046. 

Gib 1978 Reunion: For anyone based 
in Gibraltar 1977-79. All branches are wel¬ 
come to attend the the fifth reunion at the 
Stratton Hotel, Blackpool July 27-28. Con¬ 


tact Jeff Taff Thomas at JEFF@thomas-11. 
fsnet.co.uk or see the website at www. 
gibrallarcomceri.com or tel: 01495 350915 
or mob; 97837 386244. 

September 2007 

HMS Orion Association; Reunion 
September 1-2 at the Royal Fleet Club, 
Devonport, For details contact Kay West 
(Secretary) at kay.west@tiscatl.co.uk or teb 
0116 259 2171 or write to 28 Stratton Road, 
Great Glen, Leicester, LES 9GN. 

HMS Poriock Bay 1945-47: Reunion at 
the Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, Sep¬ 
tember 4-7. Mora details from Ken Faulkner, 
22 Glovelly Road, Swinton, Manchester, M27 
0FU or tel: 0161 794 8962. 

845 Squadron (1962-64): The first Jun- 
glies commission of the squadron: 45th anni¬ 
versary reunion, September 8 at BW-Tiverton 
Hotel, Tiverton, Devon. Contact Barry ‘Baz’ 
Marshall at bjmarshall@tittlebridge,eclipse. 
co.uk or tel: 01288 381002 or write to 9 
Littlebridge Meadow, Bridgerule, Holswor- 
thy, Devon EX22 7DU. 

HMS Matchless Association 1942-46: 
Reunion for members of Matchless and 
other M-class destroyers of the flotilla are 
welcome to attend the 21 st annual reunion 
on September 15 at the Union Jack Club, 
London. Contact J Horton, 10 Finch Court, 
Coles Close, Ongar, essex, CM5 DAY or tel: 
01277 366617, 

Falkiands 25 - HMS Invincible Comma. 
Dept, Falkiands 1982: Anyone interested in 
a reunion on September 22? Contact Mick 
'Mittens' Kessetl at miekkesse!l©tiscali. 
co.uk or tel: 07837 773304. 

HMS Tiger Association: Annual reunion 
at the Royal Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, 
September 28 to October 1. More details 
from the Secretary on 01323 736982. 

October 2007 

847 NAS HMS Simbang 1969-71: A re¬ 
union is being planned for 847 NAS HMS 
Simbang, Singapore 1969-71. The reunion is 
open to all who served in on this squadron 
for these dates. The reunion will take place 
October 5-7 at the Bosworth Hall Hotel, 
Market Bosworth, Warwickshire, tel: 01455 
291919. More information from Cliff Jones 
on 01772 768104. 

HMS Eskimo 1966-68 Commission wifi 
be holding their seventh reunion at the Prelu- 
na Hotel, Malta, October 6-13- All former 
ship's company of the above commission 
welcome. Details from Keith 'Lucy' Lock¬ 
ett at Lockcontrol@aol.com or tel: 01494 
823143. 

HMS Ajax 6 River Plate Veterans Asso¬ 
ciation: Reunion at the King Charles Hotel, 
Chatham on October 10 with the memorial 
service the following morning in the original 
Chatham Barracks Church. All those wish¬ 
ing to attend should contact Ken Jones at 
kj0064259@blueyonder.co.uk or tel: 01634 
364078. 

Falkiands 25 - Trafalgar: Seventh bi¬ 
annual Trafalgar weekend (incorporating 
Falkiands commemoration) at the Tracern 
Hotel, Babbacombe, October 19-22 2007. 
Promoted by RNAs Plymouth and Tor- 
bay. For details contact Sue Gutteridge at 
artsue@chendera.fsnet.co.uk or tel: 01752 
849176 or write to 4 Rowan Court, Latch- 
brook, Saltash, Cornwall. PL12 4UN. 


THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES 
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> HMS 77pfoe - and accompanying Wasp helicopters 


40 years ago 

A bevy of ballerinas gathered 
to celebrate the ninth recom¬ 
missioning of submarine HMS 
Tiptoe, at that time the oldest 
submarine serving in the fleet 
after a wartime commissioning 
in 1944, 

The fast of the T-cfass boats, 
Tiptoe boasted a ballerina as 
her ship’s crest and had always 
kept up a close association 
with the artfcrm, even having 
a pair of Moira Shearer’s ballet 
shoes on board. 


HMS Widemouth Bay 1945-57: Th# 
eleventh reunion of WB shipmates will be 
held at the Angel Hotel, Leamington Spa, 
May 19-11. Details from Bob Turner, Bev- 
erfey, Montpelier Road, East Preston, West 
Sussex, BN16 1 JY or tel: 01903 784213 or 
e- mai I: regmoes@anrosa.fsnet.co.uk 

Old Caledonian Artificer Apprentices 
Association (GCAAA): The 25th annlverary 
reunion of the OCAAA will be held at the 
Folio Hotel, North Queensferry, Fife on May 
11-12, For further details please contact Don 
Smith, reunions secretary, on 01329 318440, 
don 3 Ed.smrth 6 O@ntfwortd.com or Allison 
Mann on 0373 609 6160, reservations, 
queensfenryf&foli ohotels.com 

Field Gun Reunion (All Divisions): Takes 
place at the Stratton Hotel, Blackpool, 
May 11-13. Book in directly ait the hotel on 
01253 625608, or contact Tom Wallbank at 
fietdgunner58@hotmail.com or tel: 01524 
840471. 

HMS Gambia Association will hold a mini 
reunion in Eastbourne, May 11-14. All ex- 
crew members welcome. Contact Les New¬ 
man at 3 Coppice Road. Whitnash, Leaming¬ 
ton Spa, CV31 2 JE or tel: 61926 831599. 

Fa£klands 25 - HMS Coventry Survi¬ 
vors: Heads-up reunion lunch RMS QE2 at 
Southampton on May 13, Limited places, 
so bids please with your 1982 position to 
NROWWE@a.dii.mod.uk or tel: 3117 978 
6010, stating QE2 Reunion and e-mail and/ 
or telephone number. 

HMS Gloucester 1939-41: Reunion May 

18- 21 at the Royal Fleet Club, Devonport. 
Details from Noel Haines, 60a Forest Road, 
Huncote, Leicestershire, LE9 3BG or tel: 
0116 236 2 S 0 S. 

RN Engineroom Association; 15th an¬ 
nual reunion. May 13-21, at the Coventry 
Hill Hotel, Rye Hill, AllesEey. Details from Bob 
Styants at bobstyants@btinternet.com or 
tel: 0121 422 4115. 

HMS Wren Association: AGM and 1 2th 
reunion at the Trecarn Hotel. Babbacombe 
May 18-21. Shipmates, families and close 
friends are very welcome. Ring membership 
secretary Alt Steadman on 01268 751762 
for booking details, or write to 6 Glebelands, 
Benfleer, Essex, SS7 4LT 

Telegraphist Air Gunners. Association: 
60fh anniversary memorial reunion on May 

19- 29. Buffet and wartime concert by Ca¬ 
nadian group at HMS Collingwood on 19 th 
with a memorial service at the FAA War Me¬ 
morial, Lee-on-the-Solent at 1130 on 20th. 
Full details are available from Ken Davies 
at karjdbd@btinternel.com or tel; 01234 
822573. Branch meetings are also held in 
the Midlands at lunchtime on March 14, June 
13, August 15 and November 14 at the Bulls 
Heed, Brinkiow, Rugby. Details from Eric 
Boind on 91926 411242. For the Southern 
Branch on April 24, July 31 and October 30 
from 1130 at the RBL, Hayfing Island, details 
from Bill Jones at billwjdjones@nt!woridi. 
com or tel: 01243 264420- 

HMS Ambuscade Association; Reun¬ 
ion to be held at Crewe on May 19. Please 
contact lan Thoburn at ianthobum©aol. 
com, visit our website www.ambuscade. 
org, write tq Ian Thoburn, 4 Kimberley Close, 
Thorpe Audlin, Pontefract, WF 8 3ER or tei: 
01977 620980. 

The Neptune Association: A memo¬ 
rial service and reunion together with the 
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Ask Jack 


March 2997 

HMS Diana: Reunion to be held at The 
Britannia Hotel, Wigan on March 9-11- All 
commissions welcome please come along 
and meet your old oppos. Contact John 
Fisher at johnjackie.fisher@virgin.net or tel: 
01536 242850. 

Falkiands 25 - South Atlantic Medal 
Association (SAMA(82)): AGM, remem¬ 
brance service, dedication of bench and 
plaque on the Falkiands Riot at the National 
Memorial Arboneturm, Alrewas, Staffordshire, 
on Sunday March 25 2007, All Falkiands War 
veterans and their families are welcome to 
attend the service. Details from John 'Joe’ 
Erskine at 023 9279 1 258, e-mail john. 
erskine 1 @ntlworid.com, or visit the website 
at http://www.sama82.org online, 

April 2907 

HMS Ramillies Association: Reunion at 
the Royal Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth 


Swap drafts 


L$A Rebecca Royle. Draft: Falkiands, 
June 1 . Will swap for: any swap. Plymouth- 
based ship preferable. Contact: Culdrose 
(93731)6133. 

AB(ETI) Ryan St John. Draft; HMS 
Southampton on APT South (April to 
December). Will swap for: anything in the 
Portsmouth area. Contact; 023 9272 3995. 


April 10-20. Further details from Mrs D 
Marks, 3 Kendal Avenue, Thornton Clev- 
eleys, Lancs. FY5 2LY or tel: 01253 82630G. 

HMS Newfoundland Association: Reun¬ 
ion at the Norbeck Gastle Hotel, April 20-23. 
Details from Alan Waite at alan waitec59@ 
hotmail.com or tel: 01162 £333266. 

The Neptune Association: A memorial 
service to commemorate the 65th anniversa¬ 
ry of the sinking of HMS Neptune and Kan¬ 
dahar will be held at sea off Tripoli on April 
25 as part of the association's visit to Malta 
April 21-29. On Saturday April 28 a memo¬ 
rial dedication service and reception will take 
place in the Malta Maritime Musum (Ex-Na¬ 
val Bakery) at Vittoriosa (Dockyard Creek). 
Contact Nick Wright at nrcolas.wright@ 
btinternet.com or tel: 01278 734584 or see 
website www.hmsneptune.com 

Sherborne RNA Hospital Reunion: This 
will be held at the Crown Hotel, Sherborne 
on April 28, 1230 for 1300. All staff and ex- 
patients welcome. Sadly, this will be the last 
reunion, so it would be nice if those going 
to the Abbey could join the parishioners for 
coffee after the service. Contact Mrs Dorothy 
Scholefield (nee Miller) before April 1 at 20 
Hamilton Court, Lammas Walk, Leighton 
Bu^ard, LU7 1JF or tel: 01525 374435. 

May 2097 

Falkiands 25 - HMS Alacrity/Atlan¬ 
tic Conveyor: There will be a 25th Falk- 
lands anniversary reunion in Plymouth 
On May 5-6 for those who served on both 
ships in 1932. Contact Steve Parker at 
mrsdparlter@hotmaiLco.uk or tel: 97928 
525468 for details. 


Entries for the Deaths’ column and Swap Drafts in 
April's Noticeboard must be received by March 12 


















































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 2007 33 


NOTICEBOARD 



Deaths 


Marine Thomas “Vindere' G Gurry, 42 
Commando Royal Marines. Joined Royal 
Marines in 2005. During initial training he 
was awarded the Commando Medal, voted 
for by his peers as the man whose charac- 
ter best reflected the Commando qualities 
of unselfishness, leadership, determination 
and cheerfulness in the face of adversity. His 
CO Lt Col Matt Holmes said: “He was at the 
front, courageously closing with the enemy, 
with no thought for big own safety. He was 
a glowing example of a Royal Marine: cou¬ 
rageous, robust and highly professional/ 
Killed in action during firefight in Afghani¬ 
stan, January 13. Aged 21. 

Lance Corporal Mathew C Ford. 45 
Commando Royal Marines. Joined Royal 
Marines aged 24 in 2Q01. After CTGRM 
Lympstone, joined 1 Assault Group RM in 
Poole, completed military driver training at 
Leconfteld, joining Commando Logistic Reg¬ 
iment Barnstaple, trained as a heavy weap¬ 
ons specialist before joining 45 Commando 
in 2004, after which he deployed to Norway 
and Afghanistan, His CO Lt Coi Duncan De- 
war said: ''His professionalism, reliability and 
selflessness as well as his sharp wit marked 
him out from the crowd/ Killed in action in 
Afghanistan, January 15, Aged 30. 

MAI James Fisher. HMS Neptune. Joined 
Royal Navy in 2002, served in DMSTG, HMS 
Edinburgh, Institute of Naval Medicine 
Alverstoke, Fort Blockhouse, Raleigh, HMS 
Vanguard (Port). January 22. 

AlOMfWSM) Stewart D Jonas, HMS Tra¬ 
falgar, Joined Royal Navy in 1997, trained at 
MWS Gollingwood and Dolphin Submarine 
School. Served at Faslane and in Vengeance 
{Port), Victorious (Port), Vanguard (Port), 
Vigilant (Port). January 23. 

Lt Lynette Smith. JSU Northwood. Joined 
Royal Navy 1986 as a rating, January 31. 

Probationary Aircraft Controller Oliver 
R French. RNAS Yeovilton. Joined floyai 
Navy in 2004, trained at RNAS Cufdnose, 
RAF Shawbury, Gollingwood, and served in 
Illustrious. February 2. 

Michael 'Mike' De Bromhead, Joined 
BRNC 1964 and gained his Pilots Wings at 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse 1965; assigned to 759, 
738 and 849, 600 and 309 Squadrons at 
Lossiemouth, Eagle and Ark Royal. Served 
as Photographic Officer and Intelligence 
Officer. November 7 in South Africa, 

Henry 'John 1 Bull, GPO(Ti. Served from 
1923-53 in submarine H32, HMS Excel¬ 
lent, Nelson, Forth, Royal Oak, Resolution, 
Ceylon, Nelson, Aurora and Adamant. Royal 
Oak Association. December 3. Aged 93. 

Cdr Maurice 'Toby' Wheeler RAN. Served 
as A A1 (O) and Lt Cdr RN Fleet Air Arm, 
November 9 in Melbourne, Australia. 

Richard 'Big Mak ! Makarewicz, PG{S). 
Served 1969-93 in Arethusa, Whitby, 
Falmouth. Hecate, Penelope. Brave and 
Sheffield. December 10. Aged 53, 

Brian 'Fish' Fisher. Joined 1948 as a Boy 
Seaman and served- in Sheffield (Mediter¬ 
ranean Fleet 50s), Portsmouth Field Gun 
Crew 50s, crewed one of the last RN coal 
burning trawlers from UK to Singapore the 
wrong way because of Suez. RNB Terror in 
Singapore and time in submarines, January 
21. Aged 73. 

Bryan Alii 1 Barbor. POCK. Served 22 
years in Ark Royal, Tiger and Sirius amongst 
others. January 19. Aged 70. 

James Hunter. Served in Caledonia 1939, 
Liverpool, Indomitable, 'Copra' Combined 
Ops and Adamant. Majestic 'Caledonia 1, As¬ 
sociation. January. 

"Big 1 Tom McGarr. LSM. Served 1949-57 
in Seagull, Cook, Raleigh and Diana. January 
20. Aged 74. 

Roy Douglas 'Brigham" Young, GPOREL. 
Served in Franklin, Swiftsure, Surprise, 
Albion, Blake. Chichester, Nore W/T, White¬ 
hall W/T and Rooks (Gibraltar). Former RN 
goalkeeper. January 27. Aged 77. 

Clarence Clarke. Ldg Wireman. Served 
1943-40 in Colling wood, Vernon, Frobisher 
and Thornborough. January 26, Aged 82, 

William Leslie 'Tam' Parker. L/Sea. 
Served in Bruce, Glasgow, Vanguard and 
Newcastle, HMS Bruce Association, January 
31. Aged 75, 

Ron Lowe. AB. Served In Glasgow, 
Redpole, Safeguard, Martinet, Barfoss, Sea 


Salvor and Bruce, HMS Bruce Association, 
founder member. February 2. Aged 75. 

Morris John Gilpin. UTel in Unicorn from 
1949-50 and a member of the association. 
Retired as Lt Cdr CTB. January 22. Aged 
91. 

John 'the boxer 1 McGovern Ford. 
L/AF(MW) to ERA4 in Untcorn from 1943- 
46 and a member of the association; also 
served in Victory, Medusa, Sparrawhawkand 
Waxwing. Married in Australia 1945 released 
from the RN 1946 and returned to Australia 
1948. January 4 in Sydney. Aged 85. 

George ’Jock" Edward Smith. L/Air 
Mechanician. Served in Unicorn 1943-46 
and a member of the association. January. 
Aged 82. 

Frank Pavey. Joined at St Vincent 1937 
and served in the battleship Iron Duke for 
sea training; in Hood 1938 at Malta and was 
on board when she was hit; transferred to 
Foylebank 1940 when attacked in Portland 
by 26 Stuka dive-bombers - only four gun¬ 
ners survived. Became U'Seaman and joined 
Lance escorting convoys across the Atlantic, 
to Gibraltar and Malta. Travelled to Ceylon 
(Srr Lanka) where joined HMS Odzani escort¬ 
ing supplies to the Far East Fleet (the 'For¬ 
gotten Fleet'). Returned to UK 1946. left RN 
1960 and served in the Reserves. Recalled 
and served in Bulwark (Far East) and NBGW 
school: retired 1968. HMS Hood Associa¬ 
tion. January 23. Aged 85. 

John 'Digger 1 Gardiner. NA AH3, Served 
at Naval Shore Stations Ganges, Seahawk, 
Osprey, Yeovilton and Daedalus and In 
Albion, Eagle and Ark Royal. Aircraft Han¬ 
dlers Association Plymstock- January 5. 
Aged 58. 

Thomas Adams. Aircraft Mechanician 2 
(A/E). Served 1952-72 in Ark Royal, Eagle 
and Victorious; Yeovil, Lossiemouth. Ar¬ 
broath and Gollingwood. FAA Association 
Scotland. January 20- Aged 74, 

Gareth Roberts. HMS Diana Association, 
associate member. October 23. 

Sally Wadson. HMS Diana Association, 
associate member. December 26. 

Richard 'Daddy' Cranton. HMS Diana 
Association, also served in St George, Black 
Prince and Cockade. January 11, Aged 73. 

Tony Aley. HMS Diana Association, also 
served in St Vincent, Ulysses and Vanguard. 
January 19. Aged 73, 

L S Johnston. Stoker HMS Duke of York 
Association. December 25 in Canada. Aqed 
32. 

William "Bungy’ James Williams, Stoker. 
Served in Oxlip and Boreas on British con¬ 
voys to Russia during World War 2. February 
9. Aged 86. 

Royal Naval Association 

Rear Admiral James William Dunbar 
l Bill ! Cook CB DL. Kingston upon Thames 
branch, president 1937-97 and life vice 
president. Joined RN ex-HMS Worcester 
1940; Mull of Kintyre, Indomitable, Bar- 
rosa, Venus, Dido and Norfolk; SO(Q) to Flag 
Officer 5 Cruiser $qn and 2 i/c Far East 
Station, HMS Belfast, Naval Staff, Plans 
Division, Admiralty, Asst. Chief of Staff (Ops) 
East Atlantic Area, 5BN0 South Africa, RN 
War College, Asst. Chief of Naval Staff (Ops). 
Retired 1975. Director of fundraising. Royal 
Stars Garter Home, Richmond 1984-36 and 
president of Age Concern (Haslemere) from 
1990. January 26. Aged 85. 

William Sydney ‘BELL Ramsden. AB(QM). 
Kingston upon Thames branch. Served 

1942- 45 in Gosling, Savage and Pembroke, 
January 7. Aged 82. 

Philip William 'Rip 1 Gregory, AB. 
Kingston upon Thames branch. Served 

1943- 46. December 29. Aged 83. 

Henry 'Harry 1 French. Henlow branch. 
Served >947-54 in Raleigh, Howe, Zest, 
Protector, Pembroke, Swiftsure, Birming¬ 
ham, Jupiter 11 and LCT 4039. January 13. 
Aged 77. 

Reg Beard RM. Thurrock branch, 
former secretary. Served 1941-46 WW2 RM 
Chatham, Combined Ops, IGF and LGG(M) 
110 and 187. January 16. 

John McGhee. West Lothian branch. 
Served Ganges and Glasgow. January 3, 
Aged 72. 

Andrew Croft. L/S. Huntingdon and dis¬ 
trict branch. Served 1983-2903 in Arethusa, 


Broadsword, Baftleaxe, Brilliant, Beaver and 
Invincible. November if. Aged 43. 

Frank Berry, Atherton branch, former 
chairman. Served in Relentless, Assegai, 
Highflyer and Drake. January 23. 

Brian Mailed. POM(E). So ham and dis¬ 
trict branch. Served 1952-64 in Annet, Aisne 
and submarines Sentinel, Trenchant and 
Artemis (twice). Coronation Parade 1953. 
January 20. Aged 72. 

Jack Muncey. ERA. Heniow branch, 
Chatham rating served from 1942-46 in 
Dianella and Ballinderry, North Atlantic and 
Arctic convoys, also the Mediterranean, 
January 28. Aged 87. 

Alan B Tuffs. CPO Ops{EW). Redcar and 
district. Served 1953-76 in Urania, Eagle, 
Eastbourne. Centaur, Devonshire and Juno, 
January 13. Aged 68. 

Tom R Shepherd. GPQ- Joined Ganges 
and served 1935-60 in Iron Duke, Repulse, 
Cairo, Cottesmore, Elgin, Indomitable, 
Ladybird (Korea), Sheffield and Superb. 
Final draft was as Admiral’s Coxswain to 
Commander in Chief Far East. January 22. 
Aged 88. 

Vernon Tozer, L/Seaman Sonar. Lydd 
and Dungeness branch. Served 1947-54 in 
Rocket and Victorious. February 2. Aged 76. 

Alan Corder. FAA. Paddock-Wood 
branch. Served in Illustrious, January. Aged 
mid-eighties. 

Bill Cowdery. Paddock-Wood branch. 
Served in wartime landing craft, Normandy. 
February. Aged mid-eighties. 

Len Turner RM. Colour Sgt. Coventry 
branch, former treasurer. Served in HMS 
Bermuda 1945-47 invasion of Italy and North 
Africa; Instructor NCO Stonehouse. February 
5, Aged 31. 

James Ryan. Stoker, Lichfield branch. 
Served in Onslaught and Arctic convoys. 
January 13. Aged 30. 

Alan Grocott, Fleet Chief. Served 27 
years. St Helens branch. 

HMS Newfoundland Association 

H C Ashton RM. Served in ship 1952-55 
also served in Theseus, 41 Cdo RM, 

J B Corrigan. Cook (S). Served in ship 
1955-53, also served rn Vengeance and 
Perseus, September 26- 

J Hamilton. RPO. Served in ship 1944- 
46, also served in Kenya and shore bases. 

R J Martin. AB- Served in ship 1942-45, 
also served Broadwater. September, 

D C Middleton, CH/EA. Served in ship 
1952-55, also served in Roebuck, Barrosa, 
Royalist, Victorious, Tyne, Coastal Forces 
(Fervent), Defiance, Vernon, Dolphin and 
Gollingwood. December 2. 

G Morley, Sea P0. Served in ship 1944- 
45. December 27. 

I G W Robertson. AB. Served In ship 
1955-56, also served in Relentless, Implac¬ 
able, Perseus, Newcastle, Chichester, Van¬ 
guard, Dolphin and Mercury. December 21. 

R Stubbs, J/Sea. Served in ship 1953-59, 
also served in Gavington, Lowestoft, Eagle, 
Bachanie and Blake. December 10. 

Submariners Association 

E 'Ernie' Bait D$M. CERA. (MID). Served 
1939-59 in submarines H33, Upright, 
Vampire, Sirdar and Artful. Aged 96. 

P W 'Peter’ Bell. A/CC.EA. Served 1966- 
75 in submarines Resolution (1966-671 and 
Repulse (1967-73). Aged 71. 

Lt Cdr P D C “Peter* Bennett. Served 
1941 -54 in submarines Graph P555, Upstart 
L27, Truant, Tally-Ho, Surf, Ultimatum, Sea 
Devil, Tantivy, Talent and Aurochs. Aged 86. 

S W G 'Sidney' Berry. L/Ck- Served 

1943- 46 in submarines Tribune, Thrasher, 
Selene and Vivid. Aged 36. 

J 'Jeff* Bevan. CERA. Served 1953-71 
in submarines Scorcher, Trespasser, Tapir, 
Ambush, Andrew and Olympus. Aged 75. 

W 'Wesley 1 Brown. Cook(S). Served 
1954-56 in submarines Thule, Sturdy and 
Totem. Aged 73. 

W H ’Bill’ Douglass. USto. Served 

1944- 49 in submarines Otway, Taku, Sirdar, 
Scotsman, Tradewind, Tudor, Thermopylae, 
Acheron. Anchorite. Truculent and Seraph. 
Aged 82. 

E 'Sam' Graham, PO REL. Served 1966- 
78 in submarines Thermopylae, Repulse (P) 
and Renown (S). Aged 60. 


GW 'George* Green. USto (MID). Served 
1941-46 in submarines P511, Sturgeon, 
Vivid and Sentinel. Aged 36, 

J “John 1 Hall. L/Sea UW2{A). Served 
1967-72 in submarines Olympus, Onslaught, 
Finwhale and Walrus. Aged 59. 

M G 'Bertie* Hulbert CPO OPS. Served 
1965-91 in submarines Porpoise, Warspite, 
Courageous, Swiftsure and Superb. Aged 
53. 

D “Dennis' Houlden. Sto.Mech, Served 
1952-57 in submarines Seneschal, Sea 
Scout, Totem and Sentinel. Aged 74. 

A 'Bob’ Shaw. L/$ea ST, Served 1941 -46 
in submarines Seawolf, Vulpine and U1171. 
Aged 85. 

J H 'John' Shouesmith- PO UW1. Served 
1954-73 in submarines Tally-Ho, Aeneas, 
Sea Devil, Astute, Trump, Taciturn, Otus, 
Olympus and Explorer. January. Aged 73. 

K R 'Keith' Tidd. POM(E), Submarine 
Finwhale. January. Aged 62. 

J 'Jack' Rigby. Sto.1. Served 1942-46 in 
submarines Stonehenge and Telemachus. 
Aged 84. 

Donald Edward Hamblen. AB RP3. 
Served in submarine Seadogfrom 1943-46 
in the Mediterranean and Far East. Previous 
RN WW2 service in destroyers on Atlantic 
and Russian convoys including escorting 
Convoy PQ17. 

LST & Landing Craft Association 
A Cook. Served with LCV Flotilla 112 and 
HMS Saunders. November 13, 

Howard Clarkson. Served LCI(S)537. 
November 28 New York USA. 

E H Ellis, Served LST's 323, 401 and 424, 
November. 

D J Evans, Served LC(I) and LCT's, 
December £2- 

J G Lam bourne. Served with LGS(M) 
Flotillas 901 and 902 and LSI(S) Prins 
Leopold, HMS Cricket, Mastadon, Northney, 
Robertson and Wolverstone. January 17, 

R A Gammon. Served LCP(R), LC(Q) 
392, LCTs 742 and 1157, LCVs 599 and 300. 
January 13. 

A E Garrod. Served LCI{L) 297. January. 

HMS Ganges Association 
The following members have crossed the 
bar during the past four months: 

Henry Coe. PCK3I. Joined 1932. 

Arthur Dennis, Yeo Sigs. Joined 1933. 
Roy Edwards. PO- Joined 1936. 

G Brown. AB. Joined 1936. 

Robert Thomas, AB. Joined 1937. 

Ben Bell. PO- Joined 1937. 

Raymond Famish, CPO Steward. Joined 
1938. 

Jim Swain. Chief Tel. Joined 1938. 
Patrick Turner, AB. Joined 1938. 

Ray Jackson. PO. Joined 1939. 

Andrew Rowe. Ldg Sea. Joined 1940. 
Joseph French, wtr, Joined 1941, 

Robert Patterson. AB. Joined 1942. 

Alec Kay. AB. Joined 1943. 

Robert Jones. AB- Joined 1943. 

Ken Griffin, Ord Sea. Joined 1943, 

Peter Platt. Yeo Sig. Joined 1945. 

Alan Roberts. Ldg Sea, Joined 1945, 
George Blowers. AB, Joined 1947. 

Keith Langley. AB. Joined 1948. 

Anthony Sarte, AB- Joined 1949. 

Nick Carter. AB. Joined I960, 

Michael Puddephatt, AB. Joined 1951. 
Keith Cooper. AB. Joined 1953- 
Pat Roach. AB. Joined 1954. 

John Puckering. AB. Joined 1955. 

Frank Mitchell. RO- Joined 1955- 
Lt Cdr William Lloyd-Evans, Joined 
1966. 

Wilfred Watterman. Ldg Ck. Joined 
1961. 

David Lawes. Ldg Sea. Joined 1961. 
Scott Russell. CRS{SM). Joined 1963. 
Stephen Bailey, ME- Joined 1964, 

Association or RN Officers 
Cdr G E Caiger. Served: Ark Royal, 
Coiling wood, Verulam, Llandaff. Tyne, 
Penelope and Osprey. 

Cdr J P David. Served: Suffolk, 
Holderness, Fulmar, Theseus, Gannet, 
Triumph, Ark Royal and NATO. 

Lt Cdr M J Giller VRD RNR, 

Capt J D Honywili. Served; Goldcrest, 
Albion, Jutland, Danas, Victory, Heron and 


Where are you now? 


Lt Cdr Martin John McHugh: Ann 
Puddephatt (nee McHugh) is hying to trace 
her brother, Lt Cdr Martin McHugh who re¬ 
tired about five years ago. He was born in 
Amersham, Bucks in 1949 and was married 
to Janet (nee Milts), His last known address 
was in Port Pendennis, Falmouth, if you can 
help, please contact Ann Puddephatt at 
puddofbxm®aot,eom or tel: G1803 355911. 

HMS Alert 1958-801 Looking for any ship¬ 
mates from that commission. If you served or 
know of anyone who served then, we would 
like to hear from you. L/S Reynolds, Ernie 
Harrison, Peds Palmer, Jimmy Green, McaP 
ister, Doller Dalton are some of the names 
that come to mind, Contact Dodger Long at 
cfav5ev30@talktalk.net or tel: 01323 891389, 

HMS Beagle: Seeking contact with re¬ 
tired Lt Cdr Patrick John Mortimer Canter 
who was onboard HMS Beagle when she 
went to the Seychelles to do a seafloor map¬ 
ping exercise, some 20-30 years ago. Please 
contact Elke Talma at elkeemcss.se or write 
to Marine Conservation Society, PO Box 
1299, Victoria, Mahe, Seychelles. 

Robert Alexander Beal: Looking for any 
information on Robert Alexander Beal, might 
have been known as Rab, He was from Am¬ 
ble, Northumberland. Information such as 
the boats he served on would be extremely 
useful, Contact Rebecca Beal at becki140£^ 
hotmail.com oriel: 07849 195158. 

BJSTT: Does anyone know the wherea¬ 
bouts of CPOR5 'Bert' Fairly or any of his 
family? If so could they please contact Geof¬ 
frey Dann. Last saw Bert in 19B2 in Ghana 
in the BJSTT. Also seeking CPORS Billy 
“Chick 1 Henderson, last seen in Singapore in 
1968. Contact Geoffrey Dann at gdann32@ 
optusnetcom.au or write to 27 Coprosma 
Avenue, Frankston, Victoria, 3199, Australia. 

HMS Centaur Trying to trace friends and 
colleagues of John Dalby, a Naval Airman on 
HMS Centaur around February 1962. Con¬ 
tact hig son Keith Ring at ka.rrng@nt!world, 
com or tel: 023 9264 9076 or write to 163 
Stubbington Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 OJJ, 

Gommcen Faslane: Seeking Peter 
Murray Jones (formerly LS, Gommcen 
Faslane 1986-87) Peter was best man to 
Kevin and as it is fast approaching his 20th 
Wedding Anniversary, he would love to hear 
from you. Contact Kevin Blake at kevin® 
blakeswaydrivingschool.co.uk or tel: 0191 
534 4393 or write to 28 Maling Park, South 
Hylton, Sunderland. 


HMS Daedalus: seeking anyone who 
knew Norman Daly who served there and 
was killed in November 1943 whilst flying a 
Fairey Barracuda. He was my father’s uncle 
and was 21 when he died. Contact Peter 
Wiseman at wiseman 334©btl nternet.com 
or tel: 020 8659 2745. 

HMS Euryalus: John Gherrington an ex- 
Ganges boy from 1966 and is seeking any¬ 
one who knew him and also anyone who has 
contact with Chris Richards who liked Gape 
Town so much he stayed there in 1970ish. 
Contact John at jchQmngflon@bluewfn.ch 
or write to Ch. du Vanil 6, 1006 Lausanne. 
Switzerland. 

HMS Exeter 1982-34: Seeking anyone 
who served with the ship’s company, es¬ 
pecially the Ops room crew. Gil was in the 
POs mess with Frank Swift, Charlie Variie 
and others. Contact Gil 'Jock' Rae at GN@ 
vanshop.nel or tel: 0121 353 5724. 

HMS Fisgard, entry 77/2: Seeking other 
members of this entry including C POME As 
Merrick “Knobby' Clarke, David Ellis, Peter 
Knight. Stephen “Chats’ Harris, John 'Rip* 
Kirby and Andy Pryce are all currently in 
contact with each other. Contact Stephen 
at Ghanbana@hotmaif.com or write to 
Bomsaway, Greenwood s Vil lage, Das marinas, 
Cavite, Philipines. 

HMS Golden Hind: Am looking for infor¬ 
mation about penpal in 1944. Last letter sent 
from Sydney, Australia, October 30 1945 to 
Deal in Kent- He was Stan Holding "Sparks’ 
Tel. Hut 314, RNB HMS Golden Hind. Any 
information to Wyn Collier at wyncoll@ 
bto pen world,com or tel: 024 7650 3304 or 
write to 14 Poitiers Road, Coventry, CV3 
5 JX. 

Gary Faulkner Gary is looking for a mate 
who served with in HMS Gurkha, John Cum¬ 
mings, ex PO Gunner last heard of in Wey¬ 
mouth working on Seacat to Channel islands. 
Also anyone who served 1974-77? Contact 
Gary Faulkner at gazz13@btintornet.com or 
tel: 01892 532713 or write to 14 Eastlands 
Close, Tunbrige Wells, Kent, TN4 8JS. 

Andrew Haines and Steven Ivel: Both 
used to live in March, Cambridgeshire, and 
would have joined the Navy in 1985ish. Not 
sure if they're still serving, but would love to 
get back in touch with some old shipmates. 
Please contact Paul Edwards, AFCD Re¬ 
druth at pauled835@hotmail.com or tel: 
D1209 314626. 

HMS Heron: Looking for Ian Hayward 


“Cooky boy' from HMS Heron, Main Galley 
1978-81. Contact Russell 'Rowdy 1 Yates 
at Coolb!uepeacet9?aol.com, mob: 0783Q 
356298 or write to 17 Rowan Drive, Rhyl, 
LL18 4UR 

Les Housley: Marina is arranging a 60th 
birthday party tor Les. If you knew him on ei¬ 
ther Wakeful, Eagle, Gollingwood or Rooke, 
please get in touch. It will make his birthday. 
Contact Marina Housley at marinahousJcyfrr 
aagehempel.com or mob: DQ 34 6878 11052 
or write to Calls Fatiga 41, Sotogrande, San 
Roque, Cadiz, 11310, Spain. 

HMS Invincible: Trying to contact PO 
MEA "Peddler' Palmer who served on In¬ 
vincible 1083-85. Last known to be living in 
Cambridge. Contact PO WE MR Colin Howse 
at mhowsefkiS-aDl.com or write to 111 
Schooner Key Place, Jacksonville, Florida, 
32218, USA. 

HMS Jupiter: A reunion is being arranged 
tor mid-2007 for ship's company who served 
from December 1973 to August 1974, com¬ 
manded by Peter Gunning. Dates are very 
significant Contact Eric Searie ex POfPRI) 
at eri c^hmsjupiter-reunion . co. u k , see the 
website at http:www.hmsjupiter-reunicn, 
co.uk or tel 01329 665219. 

HMS Llandaff: HMS LJandaff last com¬ 
mission, looking for any members of the 
Petty Officers Mess, especially Dave Laing, 
Fred Elder, Eddie Hyde and any others that 
remember the Mess Pres. Contact Geoff 
Say at geoffsay@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 01993 
773141 or write to 409 Thorney Leys, Witney, 
Oxon, 0X28 5NR. 

Royal Marines: Michael is trying to gather 
information about his father, Chester John 
Owen, who passed away in 1995. Michael 
and his family are curious about his life in 
the Marines. Chester came from Hereford 
but spent most of his childhood in Wales. 
He married and adopted two children be¬ 
fore going on to marry Michael’s mother in 
Scotland. If anyone remembers him, Michael 
would love to hear from you. Contact Michael 
Owen, Rat 1/1,11 Balbeg Street, Drumoyne, 
Glasgow, G51 4DL. 

RNR Postal G. Courier Branch: Did you 
serve in this branch prior to its disbanding 
in 1992 under defence cuts? Would you like 
to meet up with old comrades again? Nobby 
is looking into organising a reunion. If you 
are interested contact Nobby Clark at rex, 
w.GtarH@tatintemet,CQrn, tel: 07713 155575 
or write to 12 Bentinck Way, West Lynn, 


Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE34 3LZ. 

HMS Otus: Roger is looking for anyone 
who knew him on HMS Otus from 1970 to 
1976. Contact Roger Hopcraft at rogor. 
hopcraft@ntfwortd.ooim, tel: 014380 318681 
or write to 9 Little Hyde. Stevenage, Herts. 
SG2 9RP 

HMS Repulse: Keith's father-in-law. Der¬ 
rick Jones, served In Repulse during her loss 
in WW2, he then served in HMS Endeav¬ 
our in the Eastern Mediterranean. Derrick 
would be grateful for any information about 
Endeavour, her crew and her eventual fate 
as well as anyone who remembers him. 
Contact Keith Faulkner at kreith.faulkner9@ 
btintQmet.com or tel: 0127O 629344 or write 
to 32 Whitwell Close, Nantwich, Cheshire, 
CW5 GLY. 

Phil Shotton: Katie is trying to con¬ 
tact Phil Shotton on behalf of her dad, Bill 
Scott. Phil was Bill’s best friend and also 
Katie’s godfather in Plymouth in 1078- Over 
the years they lost touch but it is believed 
that Phil left the Navy as a WO(1)MEA in the 
early 1990s, If you can help, contact Katie 
Williams (nee Scott) at 6 Tithe Court, Yeovil, 
Somerset, BA20 2FL. 

Singapore 1965: Lisa is trying to con¬ 
tact her father who was on a submarine 
based in Singapore in 1965. He is John 
Robert Hayes who was married to a Wren, 
Christina. Sadly they divorced shortly af¬ 
terwards. John is originally from Denton, 
Manchester and would be in his mid 60s 
now. If you can help contact Lisa West at 
llsanmickwest@hotmaft.co.uk, tel: 01343 
830917 or write to 19 Brander Street, Bung- 
head, Morayshire, Scotland, IV30 5XD. 

HMS St Vincent, 3 Entry (1957): Any 
entrants from this time, let’s have a reunion, 
50 years on. Contact Tony Hoare on 01403 
267833. 

Lt Gdr Vic Warrington: Would like to hear 
from anyone who served with him. Contact 
Vic at vwarrtngtonfS'bigpond.com or write 
to 76/78 Lady Penrhyn Court, Mundoolun, 
Queensland, 4285, Australia. 

Wrens: Trying to locate Jeanne 
Hampshire who served in the Wrens at Ply¬ 
mouth in 1946. She was born December 23 
1924 in Sevenoaks, Kent. In 1949 she mar¬ 
ried Michael John O'Brien, if anyone can 
provide any information could they contact 
Jennifer Masefield at jenny^cioisters.fslife. 
co.uk or tel: 01531 632343 or write to The 
Cloisters, Ledbury, Herefordshire. HRS 1PL. 


Fulmar. 

Major J Maitland-Ward RM. 

Lt Cdr V A J B Marches!. Served: 
Gleaner, Flamingo, Franklin, Unicorn, 
St Angelo and Caroline. 

Cdr M W Morris. Served: Lanka, 
Sheffield, Ceres, Forth, Pembroke, Terror, 
Condor, Victory and Cochrane 

Sub Lt R F Pettigrew. Served: Cochrane, 

Lt H A L Sutton RNR. 

Cdr M A Tash. Served: Royal Oak, 
St Angelo, Pembroke, Lanka, King George V, 
Terror, Mull of Galloway, Phoenicia, Condor 
and Dolphin. 

Lf Cdr A H Timberiake, Served: Ariel, 
St Angelo, Excellent and Gollingwood. 

Lt N Twigge. Served: Cumberland, 
Repulse, Zetland, Termagant and King 
Alfred. 

Cdr G D Van Someren. Served: 
President, Cheviot, Agincourt, Howard, Lion 
and Sultan, 

Lt J M Young. Served: Triumph, 


Newcastle, Dolphin and submarines 
Scorcher, Narwhal. Alliance and Truncheon. 

Algerines Association 
Ronald Trevor. Coder. Served in 
Fantome. November 1. Aged 82- 

James Walsh. L/Sea. Served in Postillion. 
December 16. Aged 83, 

Bill Kirk. AB, Served in Rattlesnake. 
December 29. Aged 80, 

Ron J Cox. Tel. Served in Pluto, January 
2. Aged 76. 

Leslie Thomas. Sig. Served in Welfare 
and Mutine. January 19. Aged 82. 

John Dobie. AB. Served in Ready and 
Lioness. January 27. Aged 81 - 

FiSGAfto Association 

Cdr George Evan Caiger, Former REA 
apprentice of 1942 Frobisher; promoted to 
Commander (SD) in 1974. January 3. Aged 
80 , 

Ron Summers, 1952 Series 14. 
November 17. 


Contact sheet 


Ministry of Defence: 0370 607 4455, 
www.mod.uk 

Royal Navy recruitment: 9845 807 5555, 
www, ray alna vy.mod .uk 

Veterans Agency: O8D0 169 £277, www. 
veteransagency. mod.u k 

Medals enquiries: O800 065 3600 
RN and RM Service records: 023 9272 
7531 or 023 9272 3114 

Falklands 25: O80O 169 2277 (Veterans 
Agency), www.falklands25.com 

Royal Naval Association: 020 7352 6764, 
www, royal-naval-association ,co, uk 

RNBT: 023 9209 0112 (general), 023 9266 
0296 (grants), www.rnbt.org.uk 

British Legion: 03457 725725, www. 
British leg iorhorg.uk 


RN Community: www.rncom.mod.uk 
Naval Families Federation: 023 9265 
4374, www.nff.org.uk 

SSAFA Forces Help: 0845 t3O0 975, 
www. ss-afq.org ..uk 

Royal Naval Museum: 023 9272 7562 f 
wvAv.royalnavalmuseum.org 

Fleet Air Arm Museum: 01935 840565, 
www. f I eetairarm . com 

Royal Marines Museum: 023 9231 9335, 
w ww. royalmmarEnesmuseumxo, uk 

RN Submarine Museum: 023 9252 9217, 
www. rnsub mus.co.uk 

National Maritime Museum: 020 3312 
6565, www.nmm.ac.uk 

Imperial War Museum: 020 7416 5320, 
www.ivjm.org.uk 


Calling all serving and ex-serving SR Stewards 

The ‘Pembroke 84’ reunion dinner 07 will take place at HMS 
Raleigh WG&SR Mess on Friday 15 J une, cost £35, For those 
members that wish to attend but have not received an attendance 
letter by the 30 April, piease contact WO l Taxi’ Carr on: Mod: 9375 
41571 / Civ: 01752 811571 or email: raMtccsp@nrta.mod.uk 

Looking forward to see you alt 



cxve You 



Limited stacks of back copies 1985-96, 

1997 - Present all copies 
Ring Anne Young 
PORTSMOUTH 023 9273 4448 
or order online at www. 
navynews-co-uk 
email: subscriptions@navynews.co.uk 
Navy News -The Paper that lives up to its name! 




Royal Navy Old Comrades Club 

EASTBOURNE 

HcadqUMKts L-rf: THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION & ROYAL MARINES ASSOCIATION 

E6, BEACH ROAD. EASTBOURNE. EAST SUSSEX BN22 7EU 

Telephone: 01323 731276 

Secretary: Mrs S. B. Duvey 

The Club gives a very hearty welcome to visiting R*N*A Members, 
and coach parties during the yean 

Free buffet can be arranged, phis live entertainment or disco. 

Plus of course a traditional “Up Spirits 1 ’, 

Take part in our Meat Draw and Spirit Draw, all good fun. 

Should any party w ish to stay in Eastbourne for a weekend visit in our 
lovely town, there are numerous Hotels and Boarding Houses, 
Contact our Secretary on the above telephone number to arrange a visit. 
You will not regret it. 



Association of 
Royal Navy Officers 


ARNO is the Membership 
Association and Charitable Trust 

for serving and retired commissioned 
officers of the RN, RM, QARNNS, the 
former WRNS and their Reserves. 

The ARNO Charitable Trust 

provides advice and access to 
charitable funds for those members, 
their wives, widows and dependents 
who qre in need and/or experience 
financial difficulties. 

Membership Association 
Subscription: £12 annually or a single 
payment of L 180 for Life Membership, 


Benefits of membership 
include; 

gn Annual Year Bopk which has many 
interesting articles and useful 
information 

a secure on-line membership list 
a special rate for roadside 
breakdown cover 

temporary membership of the Naval 
Club. Mayfair, London 
provision for buying and selling 
uniform and/or swords 
an identity card 

entitlement to various trade discounts 

regional social functions (subsidised) 
and many more benefits and services 


Contact details; tek 020 7402 5221 [ax: 020 7402 5522 
emaff; osec@arno.org.uk www.arno.org.uk 

Please send me details and membership application form: 

Ntne & address___ 


to: Membership Secretary, ARNO, 70 Porchester Terrace, LONDON W2 3TP 
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• The shipwrecked Lady Elizabeth in Whale Bone Cove, a short walk from Stanley - the British cast-iron barque struck a rock in 1913 and acted as a floating warehouse until 1936 picture: cpi Rich cave (rlcj 


Islands of mystery 



• King penguins , one of five breeds of the bird found in the Falkland Islands 


Picture: CpF Rich Cave (PIC) 


IT WAS widely reported at the time of the Falklands 
Conflict that when the Royal Navy prepared to repel 
Argentine invaders, many people wondered what 
South American soldiers were doing off Scotland, 


It is certainly true that before 
1982, the Falkland Islands did 
not mean much to the man in 
the street in the UK, 

And even today, as memories 
of the bloody battle to regain 
control are revived for the 
25th anniversary, the place is 
still shrouded in rumour and 
misunder s ta n ding. 

Starting next month. Navy News will 
be running three special supplements 
looking at the Conflict in detail. 

But it is important to put the South 
Atlantic territory in its context, to 
get a flavour of the Falkland Islands 
before an event which has proved to 
be a turning point for those who live 
there. 

The land-mass of the two main 
islands and 800 or so smaller outcrops 
together comprise an area two-thirds 
the size of Wales, 

But the total population is only 
slightly more than that of the village 
ofWells-next-tbe-Sea in Norfolk, and 
two thirds of the Islanders live in 
Stanley - the correct name for the 
friendly little town which doubles 
as the most southerly capital in 
the world, not Fort Stanley, as it is 
frequently referred to. 

That means there is a considerable 
amount of empty space out in 
“Camp s \ as the rural parts of the 
islands are known, and it is this which 
creates some of the misconceptions 
about the place. 

Much of Camp is as it was before 
1982, and a drive through it on 
rough roads in Land-Rovers creates a 
contrasting set of impressions. 

Mile after mile of peaty green 
moorland and modest "mountains’, 
with no trees to break the skyline, 
is not the kind of tour to take your 
breath away - the Rockies it ain’t; it 
is like criss-crossing Rannoch Moor 
in Scotland or taking a long, s!ow t and 
bumpy road through the Flow Country 
of Caithness and Sutherland. 

And, let’s face it, people are not 
going to travel to the Falklands to top 
up their tan or read a slab of best¬ 
seller under a parasol. 

But that is also the very point 

A small industrial 
revolution... 

FOR more than a century sheep 
farming was the cornerstone of 
the Falkland Islands economy - 
the infertile soils militate against 
most other forms of farming. 

So important was the wool 
trade that a ram appears on the 
Falkland Islands flag - but all 
that is changing. 

The 1902 Conflict caused 
much reflection in the UK and 
Argentina - and in the Islands 
themselves, where there was an 
acceptance that sheep would not 
power the tiny economy forever 
Today there is a diversity of 
income - and the prospect of 
boom times ahead. See Navy 
News in July for a report on the 
future of the Falklands. 


Little was known 
of the Falkland 
Islands before 1982 
- and even now, 
25 years on from 
the Conflict, the 
self-governing UK 
overseas territory is 
still a hidden gem. 
Mike Gray reports 
from the South 
Atlantic. 


of visiting - you can go for miles 
without seeing a building, let alone 
another vehicle, and there are no 
pylons, billboards or industrial plants 
to besmirch the landscape. 

The strong wind is a constant 
feature, but the gusts of air which 
buffet you are unusually clean. 

And that air quality, perversely, 
means you may be topping up your 
tan a good deal quicker than you 
realise, as blue skies bring a burn time 
much shorter than back in the UK 

- in part down to the notorious hole 
in the ozone layer. 

And the cliched "four seasons in 
one day’ proves rather modest - you 
can get four seasons in ten minutes, 
although there is less rainfall than 
the western side of the UK and 
temperatures do not fall far below 
freezing, even in winter 

Falkland Islanders arc determinedly 
British, and a stroll around Stanley 
confirms that time and again. 

Road names reflect a past that is 
not only redolent of the motherland, 
but also attests to the Royal Naval 
heritage - as with more exotic overseas 
locations such as Hong Kong and the 
Caribbean, die Senior Service played 
a pivotal role in the Islands’ early 
development. 

Street names such as Fitzroy 
Road (after Capt Robert Fitzroy, 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Beagle), Drury Street (after Lt Drury, 
of a detachment of Marines in the 
mid- 19th century) and Philomel 
Street (after HMS Philomel, a 19th 
century survey ship) all reflect on a 
burgeoning colonial navy, and many 
buildings were built or converted into 
military facilities, such as die Church 
House, near the Cathedral, which 
served as communications centre 
HMS Pursuivant during World War 1. 

Across Stanley Harbour can be 
seen the names of RN ships which 
have won a special place in the annals 
of the Islands, picked out in white 
stones on a gently-sloping hillside 

— Protector and Endurance among 
them. 

But despite the Dark Blue backdrop, 
and the strong military presence at 
Mount Pfeasance, 35 miles from 
Stanley, it is the Islanders who make 
the place what it is - and if was the 
status and future of the Islanders 
which was the fateful spark in the 
diplomatic powder keg of the early 
1980s. 
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• The South Atlantic can change from a forbidding gunmetat grey to vivid blue or 
green within minutes -and back again just as quickly as squalls scud through (above) 


• Racing from Stanley - a mix of the familiar and the remote as a race gets under way 
at the Falkland Islands' race track on Stanley Race Day Pictures: Cp\ Rich Cave erlc) 


Bleak images belie a 
natural wonderland 

littered with the detritus of war. 

As green issues rise higher up 
the agenda, the Falkland Islands 
is ideally placed to benefit from a 
more sensitive tourism industry. 

And while the 25 th anniversary 
of the Conflict will bring visitors 
in large numbers to the islands, 
to visit the battlefields and see the 
monuments and cemeteries, it is 
w T orth remembering that although 
almost 1,000 people died in 1982, 
it remained a very ‘local 1 war, of 
limited interest to the American, 
Norwegian or Japanese passengers 
on the cruise liners which now 
frequent the waters just outside 
Stanley Harbour. 

RN wants 
your story 

TO COINCIDE with the 25th 
anniversary of the Falklands 
Conflict, the Royal Navy wants 
to feature personal stories from 
the key events leading up to and 
during the deployment of the Task 
Force that liberated the Islands. 

Whether you were a sailor, a 
Royal Marine, family member or 
civilian supporting the RNA or 
RFA, the Navy w T ants your story 
and experiences recorded for pos¬ 
terity and featured on Royal Navy 
and Falklands 25 websites. 

You might even be selected to 
become an interviewee in other 
media outlets in the lead up to the 
main anniversary events in June. 

Please submit your story udth 
your name and contact details 
to 2fteetmedla@gtnet.gov.uk or 
write to Lt Cdr Heather Tuppen 
at Mp 1-4 Leach Building, Whale 
Island, Portsmouth P02 8BY. 

Register now! 

ANYONE considering taking 
part in official Falklands 
25th anniversary events are 
reminded that they must 
register their interest. 

Registration is possible 
through the dedicated website 
at www.falklands25,com 



Converteam is the industry leader in electrical engineering, systems integration and the design 
and manufacture of high power motors, generators, variable speed drives and drive systems. 
By using our extensive project management experience and superior technology, we specialise 
in providing customised solutions to convert energy into productive performance. With more 
than 3300 employees worldwide, we operate in 3 core markets, marine and offshore, oil and 
gas and process industries. At the forefront of technology, the Converteam business is 
growing, with exciting opportunities arising in both our traditional markets and in the emerging 
renewable energy market utilising wind, wave, tidal and ocean current technologies. 

By joining Converteam, you will be assured of a forward thinking employer that recognises 
success depends upon its employees and its technology. With exciting prospects for the 
future, we can offer a rewarding career path to a Senior Commercial Engineer who will 
become an active member of the Naval Business development team and promote Converteam 
capabilities/activities in the Naval Business world-wide. 

In addition, you will assist in devei oping world-wide Naval strategy, take responsibility for 
leading tendering and business development activities from small to major prospects and will 
undertake response to enquiries from both internal and external sources. This will involve 
co-ordinating with engineering for the most cost effective design solution and preparing formal 
bid documents and approval paperwork. 

Ideally you will be educated to degree level in Naval or Marine Engineering or a related subject. 
You wili have previous experience in a similar rale and have a good understanding of 
automation & control systems, ship design & naval architecture, propulsion systems and naval 
requirements. In addition, you will have experience of liaising with the UK Defence Procurement 
Agency, Warship Support Agency, and Government and Senior Nava! Officers. 

You must be capable of working as part of a multi-disciplined international team, possess 
excellent leadership, communication and personal organisational skills. In addition, a flexible 
approach to your duties and working hours is essential and you must also be prepared to travel 
and work throughout the UK and overseas when necessary. 

For further details of our current opportunities across the UK, please see 
www.co rive rteanrn com. Alternatively, please submit your CV and covering letter (stating 
your area of interest and salary expectations) to; recruitment.rugbr@converteam.com 
or write to the Human Resources Department, Gonverteam Ltd, Boughton Road, 
Rugby CV21 1BU, The closing date for applications is Friday 16th March 2007. 

CONVERTEAM 

THE POWER CONVERSION COMPANY 


ONE of the iconic images 
of the Falkland Islands is 
undoubtedly the penguin. 

Gentoo, king* magellanic, 
rockhopper or macaroni - all can 
be seen at various locations, some 
just a short walk from Stanley, 
others a helicopter flight to a 
remote island. 

But there is much more for the 
nature lover to enjoy - seals and 
seal ions bask on white beaches or 
rocky ledges, whales and dolphins 
plough through the churning South 


Atlantic, and a variety of birdlife 
soars on the incessant Falklands 
wind, many species unique to this 
corner of the globe. 

Many of these creatures have 
little fear of man, and an onlooker 
sitting quietly close to a penguin 
colony will likely be rewarded with 
a close-up view of the birds as they 
waddle over to investigate. 

These natural treasures are now 
a major plus point for the islands, 
and help soften foe image that 
many have from the Conflict - of 
a monochrome, frozen wasteland 



• The battleground around Darwin, where Col H Jones VC of the 
Parachute Regiment died leading an attack on Argentine trenches 
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The Royal Australian Navy is currently recruiting 
personnel of all ranks to serve on operational ships 
in a diverse range of areas from technical and 
engineering to medical and logistics. This presents 
an excellent opportunity for anyone wishing to 
further their Naval experience whilst at the same 
time enjoying the unique Australian lifestyle. That 
could be you. 


WHY AUSTRALIA IS A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE. 

Australians have a genuine love for the great 
outdoors. From white sandy beaches and the vast 
open spaces of the outback, to tropical rainforests 
and rugged mountain ranges, Australia has it all. 

But it’s not just the great outdoors that we love, 
we are also passionate about fine dining, the arts 
and music. Of course BBQs and sport are always 
high on the list of favourite weekend activities. No 
matter where you go in Australia you’ll find we’re 
passionate about whatever we do and know how to 
get the most out of life. 

One of the best things about living in Australia is its 
incredible climate - a complete contrast to that of 
the northern hemisphere. Australia’s climate is a 
temperate one with most of Australia receiving 
over 3,000 hours of sunshine a year which is 


an amazing 70 per cent of the total possible hours. 
You would probably already know that Australians 
are truly passionate about their sport. From cricket, 
rugby and football to swimming and surfing to 
name but a few. If it’s played, we play it. With over 
120 national and thousands of focal, regional and 
state sporting organisations, including soccer, 
you’ll feel right at home. While our version of 
football might be hard to comprehend, you’ll soon 
be following teams with names such as the Lions, 
Hawks, Dockers and Bombers. 


FANTASTIC BENEFITS TO HELP YOU SETTLE IH. 

The Royal Australian Navy will pay for you and your 
family to move to Australia from the United Kingdom. 

This includes business class airfares for everyone 
and a couple of days stopover somewhere along 
the way, if you wish. 

Upon your arrival in Australia the Navy will provide 
you with service accommodation. 

You’ll be required to undergo the Royal Australian 
Navy induction course and some alignment 
training in specific systems, machinery 
and skills. Your Royal Navy expertise is 
highly valued and will be recognised in 
determining your starting rank. ^JIAVY 


After the completion of your training, you will 
enjoy an excellent salary and benefits, with a 
generous superannuation scheme. 

YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR APPLICATION. 

The Royal Australian Navy will accept applications 
for anyone up to the age of 45. However you can 
still apply if you're over 45 years of age, but 
additional entry conditions may apply to meet 
Immigration requirements. The Navy requires you 
to serve for at least three years (your employment 
offer will identify the exact period) and after 
three months in Australia you will be eligible to 
become a dual citizen of the UK and Australia. 
The Australian Department of Immigration will 
handle all of the necessary paper work. 

So if you’re looking to further your Navy career 
whiie at the same time enjoying the unique way 
of life only found in Australia, the Royal Australian 
Navy could be the opportunity of a lifestyle. 


For more information or to be put in contact with 
your own Navy Overseas Recruiting Officer, visit 

WWW.DEFEKCEJOBS.GOV.AI/DVERSEASRECItUmHG 


uc 
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Dean & Wood operates a no smoking policy 


a BBiJER REF company 


The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is an equal opportunities employer and aims to reflect the diversity of British society. 


FCO Services is a multi-service organisation, delivering around 200 specialist products 
and services to the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office and other central 
government organisations throughout the UK and overseas. This level of service 
demands exceptional people with knowledge and insight, and as a skilled specialist 
in your field you will contribute greatly to our ICT Group services. 


Foreign St Commonwealth Office 

FCO Services 


Based in Hanslope, Milton Keynes: 

ICT Implementation Officers 

Ref: RRN339 - £21,759 to £26,862 - Band C4 

You will need to be skilled in Windows NT/200/2003/XP, MCS£ in Server 2000/2003 and be qualified in 
installing Windows based software and hardware. You must also have an ability and willingness to work 
overseas for 2 - 3 weeks at a time for up to 22 weeks a year. 

ICT Support Officers 

Ref: RRN340 - £21,759 to £26,862 - Band C4 

You will need to be proficient in Windows NT4/2000/2003 and TCP/IP, and have strong knowledge of 
Microsoft Exchange. 

First Level Analysts 

Ref: RRN341 - £19,568 to £21,638 - Band B3 

Experienced in an IT service desk environment, you must be proficient in the use of Windows NT4 and the 
Wi ndows server family. 


For further information on these role and to request an application 
form, please contact Rita Vekaria, New Wave Resourcing at 
jobs @ nwruk.com or call 0207 851 8409. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 22/03/2007 




□ JACOBS 


www.jacobs.com 


Jacobs are heavily involved in the defence and nuclear industries and support our clients through a broad range of services. 

To enhance the growing team based in our Bristol office and other sites across the UK, we are actively seeking dynamic talented 
professionals who have experience in one or more of the following areas: 


To apply for these opportunities please send your details via www.jacobscareers.net searching under the reference 
number 3515. 


SALES PERSON 

East Anglia Sales Area 


Dean & Wood, a leading wholesaler to the Refrigeration & Air 
Conditioning industry, is seeking a Sales Person to work in the East 
Anglia area. 


You will promote and develop the sale of the complete range of the 
Company’s products through the branch network in this region. We are 
looking for an ambitious, self motivated individual who is able to work 
on their own but also as part of a team. 


Knowledge of the refrigeration or air conditioning industry would be an 
advantage but not essential. You will need to be computer literate and 
have a current driving licence, preferably clean. 


Training will be given both on joining and as part of continuing personal 
development. 


A competitive salary is offered together with a company 
car and other benefits. 


If you are interested in this position please apply for an application 
form to: 


Rachel Wenman 
Dean & Wood Ltd 
Mole Business Park 3 
Station Road 
Leatherhead 
Surrey KT22 7BA 


E-mail: personnel@dean-wood.co.uk 


• Aircraft Systems (FW & RW) 

• Avionics 

• Electronic Warfare 

• Command & Control 


• fSTAR 

• Test & Evaluation 

• Health Physics 

• Health & Safety 


The roles that we are looking to fill include: 


• Programme Managers 

• Project Managers 

• Assistant Project Managers 

• Planning Engineers 


• Consultants 

• Technical Analysts 

• Systems Engineers 

• Health & Safety Advisors 


For further details on these opportunities please contact Marisa Barley on 0118 963 5469 or marisa.bailey@jacobs.com 


Jacobs has opportunities across the Globe. Please visit www.jacobs.oom/careers for further details, 

Jacobs is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


m o 


An Opportunity to Build YOUR World 


• Nuclear Propulsion 
t Weapons Systems 

• Logistics 

• Operational Analysis 


Jacobs is one of the world's largest and most diverse providers of professional technical services to industrial* commercial and 
government clients. With revenues approaching $8 billion and over 45,000 employees across the globe we T re continuing to grow 
our business every year. 


We are looking for talented people to join us across the UK and Ireland to continue our focus on building relationships and 
delighting our clients (90% of our business is repeat business). In return we have opportunities to work on unique and exciting 
projects* and a stable platform upon which to develop your career. 
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RESETTLEMENT 


Experts in 
air care 


Nuclear industry 
is building up 


VT AEROSPACE, based at 
Bournemouth International Air¬ 
port, provides flying training, 
turnkey and task-based solutions 
to military clients. 

VTAE’s main contracts 
include the RAF LighL Aircraft 
Flying Task (TAlFT), RN flying 
grading, Gazelle helicopter 
support, Tucano total support 
programme, support services at 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse, logistics 
support and support to the Royal 
Air Force of Oman. 

VT Aerospace is an experi¬ 
enced aircraft support provider for 


military forces in the UK and the 
Middle East. 

The company’s experience in 
providing flying training support, 
engineering and logistics covers 
a wide range of fixed and rotary 
winged aircraft. 

VTAE has an ongoing require¬ 
ment botli in the UK and overseas 
for Aircraft Technicians which 
includes airframe and engines, 
electrical and instruments, 
avionics - radio and radar, flight 
systems and supporting trades 
such as MT, workshops and 
supply. 


Dive into 
a healthy 
future 

THE Plymouth-based offshore 
diving operations management 
and training company Interdive 
Services Ltd offer HSE-approved 
Offshore Medic qualifications for 
medics wishing to work in the oil 
and gas industry. 

With highly motivated and 
experienced instructors, excellent 
facilities and modern equipment 
the standard of training is second 
to none. 

Interdive and InterMedic are 
training providers to the UK 
MOD, the Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, SAS/SBS, Fleet Air Arm, 
as well as the civilian police and 
various Army diving teams. 

For more information call 
01752 55 80 80, 


IN HIS speech to business leaders 
in the CBI in May the Prime Min¬ 
ister controversially stated that 
nuclear was coming “back with a 
vengeance”. 

He personally backed a new 
nuclear build programme and as 
such indicated that nuclear would 
continue to contribute significant¬ 
ly to the UK’s energy mix. 

The European Commission has 
recently unveiled its own energy 
policy and it clearly supported 
nuclear as “one option for reduc¬ 
ing C02 emissions and playing 
a major role in addressing glo¬ 
bal climate change” and that “in 
most industrialised countries new 
nuclear power plants offer an eco¬ 
nomic way to generate base-load 
electricity.” 

In ten years from now there 
could be just three of Lhe original 

The road to 
somewhere 

IF YOU’RE interested in driving 
into a new future outside the Roy¬ 
al Navy, visit CIA Driver Training 
at the CTP Employment Fair on 
March 15 at the Pyramids Centre, 
Southsea, 

Their driving instructor courses 
can be tailored to suit individual 
needs and offer flexible NVQ level 
three courses to all service person¬ 
nel looking for a new career. 


20 nuclear power stations still 
generating in Lhe UK. 

The remainder will be decom¬ 
missioning and despite recent 
budget cuts there remains plenty 
of work to be done to clean up 
these sites. 

The UK government is decid¬ 
ing on a response to the report 
by the Committee for Radioactive 
Waste Management which aims 
to define the national strategy for 
the long term storage of radioac¬ 
tive waste, 

lhe outcome of which will lead 
to a significant level of work to 
construct the new storage facility. 

The industry is also awaiting 
the government’s announcement 
to replace Trident which will 
require extensive works at AWE 
A1 derm a St on and at Rolls Royce 
in Derby. 

Upgrading these facilities as 
well as decommissioning the Royal 
Navy’s past nuclear fleet remains a 
challenge for the near future. 

With the recent announcement 
to construct the International 
Tokamak Experimental Reactor 
(ITER) in France, UK industry 
has the opportunity to bid for a 
share of the 5Bn construction 
budget over the next 10 years, 

ITER aims to demonstrate the 
scientific and technological fea¬ 
sibility of nuclear fusion as an 
energy source. 

M See Jacobs UK advert on 
previous page 


Safety is 
top with 
Kawns 

KAWNS Safety Services provides 
safety training to the highest pro¬ 
fessional standards, 

Kawns Safety Services are 
members of several national 
organisations including the BSC, 
ROSPA, and TOSH, and their 
training programmes are accred¬ 
ited by several globally recognised 
organisations. 

Kawns’ remit is to provide train¬ 
ing which will greatly enhance the 
professional development for peo¬ 
ple within the Armed Forces and 
ensure the service leaver is better 
placed to get the job they w T ant. 

This is done by using a staff of 
specialised and professional tutors 
and by continuously upgrading 
our course programmes. 

The company is run by ex- 
servicemen who understand your 
specific needs. 

Some courses are at level three 
or above and therefore are eligi¬ 
ble to attract Enhanced Learning 
Credits, and Kawns is registered 
with ELCAS as a recognised 
training provider. 

The choice of safety and emer¬ 
gency medical courses provided is 
not surpassed elsewhere. 

Kawns’ portfolio is extensive 
and details can be found on the 
website. 

To find out more, attend a 
resettlement (safety) briefing held 
regularly in Drake or Nelson (con¬ 
tact NRIO for details). 

If you are looking for a job in 
the Safety Training industry you 
can register on the Kawns website 
through Tutornet for free and 
Kawns will help you find a job, 

Kawns also provides aCV writ¬ 
ing service and additional help in 
your transition to civilian life. 


Need an Income? 

Leaving the service soon? 
Left already? 

FULL TIME INCOME PART TIME HOURS! 
WORK FROM HOME OPPORTUNITY 
FULL TRAINING & 

ON-GOING SUPPORT INFORMATION 
PACK FOR SERIOUS PEOPLE 

Steve Morris 02392 779960/02392 822349 
Email imworkfrom h d me^acLcDm 

www. | iistt heb I z4u. co m 


International 

Company 

Recently launched in 20 countries! 
GO GLOBAL - be one of the 1 st ! 
8 ways to earn SUBSTANTIAL 
income with very little outlay] 

For free Info: 0800 2980173 
e-mail Barbara at; 
lnfo4Agel@aol.com 

Train for a new career with 
Subnet Services. Wanted urgently 
for vacancies worldwide. Remotely 
Operated Vehicle Pilot Technicians, 
Electrical/Electron i es background 
required. O.T,E. when qualified 
£45,000. For information telephone 
01483 480482 




Aircraft Technicians 

Middle East 


VT Aerospace is a supplier of support services to military and government organisations 

within the UK and overseas. 

We have an ongoing requirement to meet our commitments, particularly for Middle East 
Defence Contracts, through the maintenance of Fast-Jet, Transport, Training and Rotary 
Wing Aircraft, with the emphasis on the training of local nationals, both in the classroom and 

on the job. 

We are able to offer stimulating and rewarding work in a tax-free environment. 
Further benefits include, Free Accommodation, Free Medical S Dental Care, Generous 
Leave with Free Flights, Sports and Leisure Facilities. 

discover new horizons VT' 

Naval Support 


Naval Technicians 

Saudi Arabia 







vr« 


Group 


VT Naval Support {VTNS) have an ongoing requirement to provide Technicians to support, 
repair and maintain VT built Royal Saudi Naval Force’s Af Jawf Class Minehunters in Jubail. 

Weapons Technician - RCMDS, Fire Control, VEMS, RB0C, Small Arms. 
Electronics Technician - Radar, EW, Comms. Nautis, Navaids, Sonar. 

Mechanical Technician - Pumps, Compressors, Hydraulics, Sewage Systems, A/C, 
Refrigeration, Diving Gear, Diesels, Bow Thrusters, Propulsion System, 

Deck Machinery, Hydraulic Cranes, 
Electrical Technicians - Bow Thrusters, Electrical Power Generation and Distribution, 
Electrical Control Equipment, HVME, SPCS, CMS Log, MCAS. NCS 

Experience - 0NC/HNC or equivalent combination of training and experience. 
Ex-Navy senior rate or Naval Dockyard engineer would be suitable, preferably with 

Sl Sand own Class’ 1 experience. 

Contracts are open-ended with free villa-style furnished accommodation, free food and 
laundry, excellent leisure and recreational facilities, generous leave and flight entitlements, 

free medical care and a quality pension scheme. 

If you are interested in one of the above positions then apply directly by forwarding a 
detailed CV, along with covering fetter, detailing which position you are applying for tor 
Michael Pearson* HR Dept VT Aerospace, RAF Linton on Ouse Y030 2AJ, 
Email: michael.pearson@vtpic.com Tel: Q1347 847711 


www.vtplc - com 


Calling all Leading Medical Assistants 

Or above, are you qualified for the outside world? If not, we are offering 
HSE Approved Offshore 
Medic courses at £1,850 
which will help you 
to get into the oil industi 


Please contact our UK office on 

01752 558080 



Are you 

looking for a 


new career 


with job 


satisfaction? 



FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 


Then look at becoming a 

driving 
instructor... 

earn up to £450pw + car 

If the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you, then call 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 


CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 

www.ciadriving.com 



The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently expanding its fleet with brand new ships and is looking for 
outstanding ratings and officers from a variety of branches, especially from the Marine Engineering 
specialisation. Share the adventure by visiting beautiful locations like the Pacific Islands, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Australia and of course New Zealand's breathtaking coastline. Courage, Commitment and 
Comradeship are our Core Values and way of life. Take the opportunity now to start a new life down under 
and realise your true potential in the Royal New Zealand Navy. Contact us today 
by emailing us at navyrecruitinglateral@nzdf.miLnz 
or visit our website www.navy.mi Lnz. 


t)'J3JJUV 


Auckland is a vibrant and exciting city. It is the single base p'ort of the ships of the Royal New Zealand Navy) New Zealand 
is clean and green with golden beaches and is totally suited to those who have a passion for the great outdoors. Bring your 
• _ _ ^.„^-#?l wrience to our shores and GET INTO IT! , Uf&L 









































A career in 
modelling 


QUORUM Logistic Support Ltd 
was formed in 2000 by the four 
founding directors who remain the 
owners of the company. 

Quorum quickly established a 
reputation as the UK leader in the 
provision of ILS consultancy for 
the land sector. 

The company’s client base 
includes famous names such 
as MAN ERF UK, RAF sys¬ 
tems, Logica CMG and Ultra 
Electronics. 

Quorum is now looking to 
spread this expertise into the 
air* naval and civil sectors and is 
therefore looking to enhance the 
team with former members of the 
senior service. 

Rased in Telford the company 
will move to specially “built office 
accommodation in the early sum¬ 
mer. Telford has excellent links to 
the motorway network, and first- 
rate schools and facilities. 


The Quorum team enjoy a 
comprehensive package of ben¬ 
efits which include a highly com¬ 
petitive salary, generous annual 
holidays, a pension and private 
health scheme. 

As part of the expansion plans 
the company has recently formed 
Quorum Consultancy Services 
Ltd to meet a growing demand 
for safety case* reliability case, risk 
management and project manage¬ 
ment consultancy. 

In order to meet its ambitious 
plans, Quorum is currently seek¬ 
ing engineers with experience in 
any of the ILS disciplines (particu¬ 
larly in supply support modelling) 
or with qualifications and experi¬ 
ence in safety management, risk 
management, reliability analysis 
and defence engineering project 
management. 

If you are interested please see 
the website at qlsl.com. 


Keep the peace 


FOR OVER 25 years ArmorGroup 
International PLC has been rec¬ 
ognised as a leading provider 
of defensive, protective security 
services to national governments, 
multinational corporations and 
international peace and security 
agencies operating in hazardous 
environments. 

ArmorGroup provides protec¬ 
tive security services, security 
consultancy, security training and 
mine action services. 

It has 9,000 highly trained and 
experienced employees and opera¬ 
tions in 38 countries. 

Phoenix Close Protection 
Limited, based in Hereford, is 
owned by ArmorGroup and run 
by former officers and warrant 
officers of the Special Air Service 
Regiment, 

Phoenix is the UK’s lead¬ 
ing specialist provider of close 
protection training to security pro¬ 
fessionals and military personnel 
as part of resettlement courses. 


The company has trained 
personnel for the commercial sec¬ 
tor since 2000 and has established 
an excellent reputation, holding 
preferred supplier status with the 
Ministry of Defence for Armed 
Forces’ military resettlement 
training, 

Phoenix works closely with mili¬ 
tary resettlement organisations and 
Is registered with the Department 
of Education and Skills and can 
therefore accept students taking 
advantage of Career Development 
Loans or other government-led 
initiatives, 

Phoenix is accredited to teach 
Security Industry Authority (SIA) 
approved dose protection courses 
and has been a member of the S1A 
Expert and Steering Committee 
assisting with the development of 
national occupational standards 
for close protection licensing. 

For more information please 
visit www.phoenixcp.com or 
www. arm o rgro u p.com . 


TRAINING GRANTS FOR MOD 
PERSONNEL (ARMY / NAVY / RAF) 


ENHANCED LEARNING CREDIT 
SCHEME AVAILABLE 
80% Training Grants of £1000 -£2000 
For Level III and IV Diplomas 



WINCHESTER (01962) 842266 


DEFENCE COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

OFFICERS 

The DCClSis currently seeking several experienced professionals 
who are capable of instructing Information Technology, Military 
Telecommunications Systems or Electronics at the Royal 
School of Signals, Bland ford 

These are full-time MOD Civilian Instructor (Grade D} 
appointments, currently offering a starting salary of between 
£17072 and £20293 dependant upon the skills, experience 
and qualification of successful candidates. Salary is 
reviewed annually and the package offers performance pay 
enhancements and a choice of Civil Service occupational 
pension schemes. 

For further information, register your interest with: 


Victoria Paul, Human Resources Officer, 
ACHRS (Bulford), Block 32, Ward Barracks, 
Bulford, SP4 9LD. 

Telephone: 01980 673406 


Destroyer captain 
heads up learning 


BRIGHTER Prospects Limited* 
which operates the Winchester 
and Eastleigh Learning Centres, 
has years of experience dealing 
with retraining service personnel 
for well-paid appointments. 

Headed by Martin Ladd, for¬ 
merly an RN captain and com¬ 
manding officer of the Type 42s 
HMS Birmingham and Edinburgh, 
the centres are approved by the 
Enhanced Learning Credits 
Scheme (ELCS). 

These units deal with a wide 
range of people using their ELCS 
grants to finance the career devel¬ 
opment training of their choice. 

The centres provide Pitman 
Training diplomas and Learndirect 
on-line courses. 

Martin said; “The most popular 
Pitman diploma courses chosen 
by service personnel currently are 
the Legal Secretarial, Microsoft 
Specialist and Executive PA diplo¬ 
mas which provide top of the 
range MS Office and Secretarial 


qualifications at Level 3,” 

He added “There is also the 
scope to do studies under the 
Enhanced Learning Credits 
Scheme in IT Technical sub¬ 
jects leading to the popular A+ 
Computer Industry Qualification 
and the Network* Level 3 quali¬ 
fication,” 

Martin continued: “Those who 
apply to use their ELCS annual 
grant of £1,000 contribute £250 
from own resource representing 
20 per cent of the total £1*250. 

“For many candidates studying 
die shorter diplomas, no further 
financial contribution is required 
since service personnel are able to 
train at special rates.” 

Anyone wishing to discuss train¬ 
ing can take advantage of a no- 
obi lgation confidential discussion 
with Martin at Pitman Training 
in Winchester or Eastleigh by 
appointment - just call 01962 
842266 or e-mail martinladd@ 
pitman - wi rich ester, co.uk. 



THE LIST™ 

www.thelistuk.com 

The Services' Business Network 
Service Leavers' Old and New 
Call - 0870 752 0010 



Be Trained 


Health & Safety 


Nursing & Care 

■ 

Agriculture & Forestry 

■ 


For all your Health & Safety / First Aid Training 
requirements, contact Jill on 0870 1454371 
or e-mail: jill@kawns.com 
or visit: www.kawns.com 
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RESETTLEMENT 



POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL 
w w w.ne wlea fed uca t io n -co. uk 


ArmorGroup 

Phoenix CP Ltd 

ArmorGroup acquired Phoenix to further enhance their global 
training capabilities; ArrnuiGreup h a global risk management services 
business with, over 9,000 employees in over 3S countries with offices 
worldwide. 

Phoenix CP is universally recognised and acclaimed as; 

THE PRIMARY MARKET LEADER IN ALL ASPECTS 
OF CP TRAINING 

Instructors arc all former SAS Officers and Warrant Officers of the 
highest calibre who further underpin their CP knowledge with a wealth 
of recent commercial experience. 

the combined strength of Phoenix'AmtorGroup further delivers an 
exciting diversity of employment opportunities at dll levels in all 4KV4S 
of the security industry. 

'Fhe Phoenix CP mission remains the training of close protection 
personnel in partnership with the military resettlement programme and 
the career transition partnership, ensuring all candidates fully utilise 
available resettlement and enhanced learning credits. 


PIvmfux CP Ltd 
Lrnrig won h Hall 
Lugwandinc 
HuttM 
HRl 4DF 

Tel 

+44 (0) E 432 8502-2 J 
Fax 

+44 (D) 1432 S5C1OT2 


Web 

w v. 1*. p h c.h; n ixcp ■ oe rrt 

Email 

p Ei twn ix ep5£ arm o cjpnu p. ttxm. 



City4f> 


Guilds 


To date Phoenix has trained over one thousand CP operators. 90% of whom achieved the 
Phoenix/SIA standard and are currently employed across the industry for a variety of leading 
security companies. 


J^oMurlhi|ThriwnatiuJi^ 



ROYAL 

NAVY 
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08456 07 § aa 




Looking for talented individuals 


to join our team 


By identifying sup portability requirements, influencing design, predicting and eliminating risk factors and detailed 
resource planning, Quorum ensures maximum operational performance at minimum Whole Life Costs (WLC). 

Quorum Logistic Support Limited have considerable tn^depth experience across the whole range of ILS and CLS 
activities and bring innovative solutions to even the most challenging of projects. 

We now offer a range of services through Quorum Consulting Services Limited which support organisations by 
providing knowledge, experience and analysis that can be applied in most industry sectors, with clear benefits and 
measurable results to give your business that all-important edge. 


Quorum Consulting Services Limited provides the 
following range of services: 

* Project Management 

- Safety Analysis and Management 
' Risk Analysis and Management 

- HFI (Human Factors Inegration) 

■ ARM (Availability, Reliability and Maintainability) 

* Sustainability Modelling 

- Engineering Support 


Quorum Logistic Support Limited provides the 
following range of services: 

* ILS (integrated Logistic Support) Management 

- LSA (Logistic Support Analysis) 

* TNA (Training Needs Analysis) 

* LCC (Life Cycle Costing) 

* SSP (Supply Support Planning) 

- CLS (Contractor Logistic Support) 

* Technical Publications 

* ILS / ISA Trai n i ng Cou rses 
■ Obsolescences 


Knowledge, experience and analysis 


QUORUM 


When you need ILS for complex defence projects, our expertise and 
professional advice help you succeed 






















































40 NAVY NEWS, MARCH 2007 


British Energy 


The power to... 

energise your career 



British Energy is the UK’s largest producer of electricity, generating around one-fifth 
of the nation’s needs and making a powerful contribution to the country. 

We have a number of vacancies across our fleet that will offer you the opportunity for personal and 
professional development, along with an excellent benefits package and the chance to work with some of 
the brightest talent in the nuclear industry. 


Barnwood, Gloucester 

Safety Case Engineers 
C&i Engineers 

Thermal Hydraulics 
Modelling Engineer 
Radiological Analysis Engineer 
Structural Analysts 
Mechanical Engineer (Boilers) 


Sizewell B Power Station, East Anglia 

bwd/97686 Operation/Lead Operation 

bwd /106827 Technicians szb/109027 

BWD/110137 


BWD/110Q15 

BWD/108019 

BWD/107303 


Turbine Support Group (Flexible location) 

Mechanical Engineer bwd/101875 

Electrical Engineer bwd/101890 

Safety Engineer bwd/io±926 


Hinkley Point B Power Station, 
Somerset 

System Health Engineers hpb/110172 

Programme & Component Engineer hpb/ii0173 

Station Design Engineer HPB/110174 


Torness Power Station, East Lothian 

Design Engineers bwd/88821 

Outage Project Planner tor/103262 

C&I Engineers T0R/103253 


For further information on these vacancies, please visit www.british-energy.com/careers 

To apply, email your application form or CV (with completed Equal Opportunities form) to 
recruitment@british-energy.com quoting the relevant reference number. Forms are available at 
www.british-energy.com/careers or if you do not have internet access, please call 01452 653740. 
Closing date for applications: 16 March 2007, successful applicants will be contacted within 
4 weeks. 

British Energy is committed to equality of opportunity. We aim to reflect the diversity of the community and encourage applications from 
minority ethnic and disabled groups and women, as they are underrepresented amongst our staff. 

^ opportLimtynow 


AGE POSI+IVE 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£40.65 including UK postage and packing 
REDUCE PRICES given for orders of 3 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 85 years 
O-H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St dohns Road, 

St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 75E 
Telephone: 01433 771588 Fax: 01483 750627 
email: enquiries^chmunday.cD.uk www.ctimunday.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 

(Select any ship or F.AJL. Squadron etc.) 

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES [RN, EA>A* OR ASSOCIATION) 

Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us. and 
we will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio. 
Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give you 
prices and quantity discounts upon application. 

Military Matters 

7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 67DP 

Tel: 01457 877G1Q F:i\: 01457 87701(1 e-maihmilitary.matterwfllbtopenw&rld.com 


WANTED ROLEX 

We are looking for ail Navy/ 
Army/Comex issue Rolex 
Submariners and 
Sea-Dwellers, Cash paid. 

All other models wanted. 
Tel: 01329 848690 / 
07961 865254 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals, 
Cap Badges, Militaria. £2,00 for 
fist. Cairn cross (Dep, NN), 31, Belle 
Vue St„ Filey, N. Yorks YOM 9HU. 
Tel: 01723 513287 Email; george. 
cairnxsoii @ h otmai Leo. ttk 




LOST MEDALS 



REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 7930 8836 FAX 020 7930 1152 

e mail: rdhined als @ aoLcom www.rdhmedals.com 


V 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 Broad Street, Sf demoor, Bromsgrove, Wo res 861 8LL 
Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 576798 

Local Rate UK Only: 0345 6582001 

MEDALS PROFESSIONALLY MOUNTED COURT OR ORDINARY STYLE. 

FULL SIZE REPLACEMENT AND MINIATURE MEDALS SUPPLIED. 

MEDALS DISPLAYED. RIBBONS AND ACCESSORIES ALSO AVAILABLE. 

SEND SAE FOR LATEST CATALOGUE 


Order online using our secure website www.worcmedats.com 
E-mail us at wms@worcmedals.com 


Lost Your Medals? 

We can replace them now. 

Full size and miniature. Service details engraved. 
Professional ribbonning service. Frames, badges and more. 
Commemorative medals available 
including the Maritime Service Medal. 



A\» 


Contact our friendly staff 
for the new brochure 


J J 01548 830717 

www.bigburymint.com Email: medal@bigburymint.com 
Bigbury Mint, River Park, Ermington, Devon PL21 9NT 


TURNER VIRR 

UNIFORM SPECIALIST 

First for Price, Quality and Service 

Specialists in the Manufacturing, Fitting & Tailoring of Royal Navy and Royal Marine 

Ceremonial & Mess Uniforms. 

Medal Mounting and Gold Lacing Service. 

We stock Caps, Miniature Medals, Dress Shirts, Bow Ties & Braces 
Tel: Fareham 01329 238881 or Raleigh 01752 8 1 5586 Email: perry.mackney@turaervirnco.uk 



CrystolfgUas engraving, 

Engraving from ships crests 
Your ships silhouette for 
the whole ships erew or 
just individuals. 

Engraved mlo tankards, 
decanters, paperweights etc 
15 years experience with 
prompt delivery on orders. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

13 Victoria Rood, Wellingborough, 

NortJianLs NN« tHN 

Tel/Fax 91933 277741 Mobile 07919 352637 
K mail nigol^-nandcrsonl.Lfsnct.co.uk 

www.artandglass.co.uk 



RECRUITMENT 



For further information please contact 

DNR PSO -LtCdrTina Gray 
PSTN: 023 9272 4359 Mil: 9380 24359 


ROYAL 

NAVY 


Ready to join the 
Naval Careers Service? 


The Director of Naval Recruiting is currently seeking 
RN & RM WOs, Senior Rates and SNCOs to work as 
Careers Advisors at these locations from 1 April 2007: 
Chatham, Cambridge, Chelmsford, Preston, Ipswich, 
Leicester, London, Leeds 

• Enlist on Full Time Reserve Service 

• Limited Commitment employment in a specified location 

• For 3 years with prospects for further 2 year commitments 

• FTRS rates of pay apply (reviewed annually and pensionable) 

CAB from £24,657 rising to CA1 up to £36,540 with effect from 1 April 06. 

Regular Service Pensions will be abated so that your total remuneration will 
not exceed your basic pay on the last day of regular service. 


MISCELLANEOUS H 



No Waffle! 

quality clothing at Die Big&t Price. 
Embroidered or Fruited, Polo's, t-suites. 
Sweatshirt^ Baaeball Caps, Sports Clothing, 
MotorS port Jackets, Zippo Lighter*, Class ware, 
Silverware , Mugs, ED Sadges etc. 

We're your 'One Scop Promotional Shop 11 El 
Alan available, Diego Garcia Crested cinching! 

JoBlaine Mugs Sc Promotions 
of Plymouth 
Tel: 08450 580657 
Fax: 08450 580647 
Mobile: 07905 558518 
E-mail: sales#joMame.com 
www, j oblain ep romotions. c om 


T-shirt printing & 

!Embroidery 

Polos, sweats, caps, jackets etc, 
shi ps/teams/cl ubs/rtvesses. 
Stag 6 Men runs 
and all other occasions 

stf-yp eiscowHs available 

up to 100% (Quote: NN07) 

www.weyprint.co. uk 
01305 760780 
sa I e s@wey p ri nt. co. u k 


F&mLAdWfttimty 

l> SKYDIVING COURSES 
IN FLORIDA 

FregfaH Adventures, Florida aliar Mtlnary 

Discounted Skydiving Courses (cir turnup lulu 
beginners in bcuuiiful Lake Wales, Her id a. 
Advanced courses Eire also available. Dur 
Skydiving School is British owned and operated. 
Located just 45 miles south ol Orlando and 
all the main Florida flHra-ctigniS- 
Join us lor extreme tun in Hie sun. 

Our mailing address is: 

Freefail Adventures, Florida 

lie Melton Avenue, Sebastian, Florida 32958, USA 
Teh 007 772 3BS 0550 
Em-gH: SkydJvetVtFk^aakcam 
www.ffadventures-GQm 


FUGS & FLAGPOLES 

mm I QUALITY HAND SEWN 

aM K f - 1 NATIONAL FLAGS 
I . & ENSIGNS. 

free colour brochure 
Economy Sft x 3ft flags £7,99 
Bunting, hand waving & table flags 


FLAGS GLOBAL 

Unit C6 Laser Guay, Medway City Est 
Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU 
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709 


| |j wsvsv+nagsplobahcp.iik I 


- PENFRIENDS & PERSONAL - 


I 


Name:...... 

Address: 


Tel No:. 

km m 


Age: 


J 


GSOH, varied interests, 56 
years old. Straight, slim, 
tall and attractive female, 

Bov Mar 1 

KIND, CARING bubbly N/S female, 
looking for friendship, maybe more, 

Bov Mar 2 

INDEPENDENT FEMALE, 

35, seeks RN / RM penpal 30+. 
Box Mar 3 

SINGLE, EASY GOING 

female, 29, seeks male or female 
Navy penpals of similar age. 
Box Mar 4 

CHRISTMAS CARD from John 
Foster, Exeentaur, please contact. 

Box Mar 5 

WA NTS S A1LO R or marine 
for friendship/relationship. 

Box Mar 6 

EX-NAVY MAN, seeks lady to 
enjoy company with - for starters. 

Box Mar 7 

— HOWTO ADVERTISE - 

How <o advertise; Simply write your message (£10 for 
up to 10 words- Each Cairo wind £1 in ;i maximum «( 15 
words)- SkiwJ your dKqve or po puynblc to 'Navy News' 
Eo: ‘I^nfricncfs’, Navy News, EIMS Nelson, I^orlvmouEh 
J?tl L 51 LI I. Kcplint Lo your fen* iiuiiilur will Ik: li irwanlcU 
Oil. il k .i>vML'nL fey credit turd/sw i IcIi | uxis cmqMit) or 
page 4 ). HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes io 
no advertiser must use u slant pod envelope hearing ilie 
advertisers bon number dearly in ihe bottom let's hand 
comer. The letter should then he enclosed in a second 
envelope uinl adefressed tvs ufoove, We casino! guarantee I'M 
undiunped letters will be redirected. 


NAVAL WIDOW, slim, widely 

travelled, enjoys social life, to meet 
nice gent for mutual friendship. 67-h 
Box Mar 8 


PERSONAL 


SAILMATCH 

Seeking Romance? 
Seeking Crew? 

Look No Further! 

Join Sailmafch Today! 

www.sailmatch.com 

EM LOOKING FOR ANDREW 
JONES, A 22 year old Marine from 
London. We met in Play a del Ingles 
in November 2006. Any information 
you have about AJ please contact: aija- 
virtanert@hotmail.com or Arja Virtanen 
Korpikylantie 388, 16500 Herr ala, 
Finland. 

- NOTICE -— - 

At! advL-i tiKumu nl s submitted: for unify into the Navy N™s 
Pen friend Column are subject to copy approval. Navy 
News reserve* Mil nuEil Bo nuihv any ainciLdnMuiiU width 
it considers meccssiijy or to edil copy which is in excess 
of iht- number of words paid lev-. Pfoo.su mat: We can take 
no responsibility Tor the nature or source of the replies 
ret drived. Alt ltplius urt forwarded Lo you UiIlijkuiciJ . Wu 
therefore advise that you enter into correspondence with 
caution, !>.:■ oi ■[ give on i. your addressAelephone n anther 
until you fool comfortable wilfe your new friend- If yon 
LurnitoL- to meet, inform a friend of your thereabouts and 
always meet in a public place, TRtst yooir inslioets iind do 
noi meet figain if you ti:o L - any d&ubis. You in est Lit over EiS 
years old to advertise iMfci* column. 
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SEA CADETS 






NORTHERN area Sea Cadets were 
proud to have a high-profile role to 
play in the launch of the latest Royal 
Navy Type 45 destroyer Dauntless 
(see report on page 26). 

Two dozen cadets travelled to the 
BAE Systems shipyard at Govan in 
Glasgow to form a Guard of Honour, 
while a further six were involved in 
ceremonial duties. 

More than 8,000 people were invited 
to the yard to witness the launch, 
which attracted widespread media 
attention. 

The standard of dress and drill 
achieved by the cadets drew praise 
from VIPs, BA staff and the general 
public. 

The cadets were on parade for 
almost two hours in temperatures little 
above freezing, and had to perform 
complex manoeuvres in front of the 
crowds. 

Northern Area Officer Cdr Colin 
Redstone said; “The event would 
have severely tested the physical and 
mental resi lienee of any regu lar Service 
personnel and the cadets responded 
magnificently to the challenge. 

“it was my great privilege and 
pleasure to accompany the cadets to 
the launch. 1 ’ 


• Lady Burnetl-Nugent inspects the Guard of Honour at the launch of Dauntless 
on the Clyde at Govan 


Mayor 

hosts 

awards 

night 

LOUGHBOROUGH cadets were 
honoured when the Mayor of 
Charnwood, Cllr Ken Pacey, 
hosted the unit's annual awards 
night in his chambers. 

Cadets received a number 
of awards, including first aid, 
seamanship, attendance and 
sporting endeavour. 

The Commanding Officer’s 
Cup went to Cdt Susan Hughes, 
the Best Junior Cadet was Roys ton 
Vann and Cadet of the Year went 
to OC Hannah Thompson. 

Two staff members also received 
awards - PO Ray Adey was 
presented with a certificate from 
the Health and Safety Executive, 
while Civilian Instructor Sandra 
Jones was presented with the 
Lt Cdr Wain Award for Best 
Administration in the Eastern 
Area. 

The Royal British Legion 
(Loughborough Branch) presented 
certificates of appreciation to staff 
and cadets who gave up time 
to assist with the annual Poppy 
Day appeal, which this year raised 
£13,000. 

The cadets then presented 
Mayoress Maureen Pacey with 
an engraved ship’s decanter in 
honour of her recent birthday. 

The Mayor presented S/Lt 
Adey with a crest for the unit 
wardroom. 

S/Lt Adey commented on 
the outstanding character of the 
cadets and their ability to bounce 
back from adversity. 

The unit HQ was broken into 
and vandalised at the end of last 
year, with money being stolen. 

Thanks to the generosity of 
local people, the money has been 
replaced by (mainly anonymous) 
donations, and several computers 
have also been donated, 

Ian rewarded 

IAN Archer, former chairman 
and chaplain of the Reigate unit 
based at TS Ark Royal in Redhill, 
has been awarded the Meritorious 
Service Certificate by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Surrey, Sara Goad, 
for services to the Corps at Reigate 
and within the Surrey District. 

Having spent 18 years with 
the Reigate unit, Ian continues to 
serve as the District Chaplain for 
Surrey, as well as acting informally 
as a ‘senior statesman 1 offering 
advice, when requested, to unit 
chairmen from across the district. 

During his time, Ian has been 
involved at all levels in the unit, 
participating in summer camps, 
fundraising, recruiting staff and 
assisting with maintenance. 


AN INSTRUCTOR with the Bournemouth unit 
has won a prestigious photography competition 
organised by the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 
(the Award). 

Entitled The Spirit of the Award, the competition 
sought to find an image that best sums up the values 
and ethos of the Award scheme. 

Dominic Gregory, an amateur photographer as 
well as an instructor, used the 2006 Wessex District 
Canoeing Regatta, held in July, to shoot an image of 
two canoeists racing for the finish line. 


He said: “This image represents the Physical 
Recreation section of the Award scheme, and 
demonstrates the grit and determination required 
by all Award participants to complete the scheme at 
all levels.” 

Bournemouth is an active award group with 15 
cadets over the age of 14 enrolled and in the process 
of completing Bronze and Silver level awards. 

Dominic’s prize w T as an Olympus digital SLR 
camera and a year’s membership of the Royal 
Photographic Society. 


THE Commanding Officer 
of HMS Illustrious, Capt Tim 
Fraser, was presenting officer 
at the annual presentation 
evening of the ship’s affiliated 
unit, TS Colne Light. 

Capt Fraser said that not only 
would he like to see cadets 
from the Colchester unit visit 
his ship, but also spend some 
sea time in her. 


the place it is. 

Dr Paddy Hersant, the unit 
chairman, said that as with every 
sunset there comes a new dawn, 
and under the leadership of CPO 
John Miners the unit will go on to 
maintain the very high standards 
set by Lt Cdr Trehair. 

Th e retiring CO will still be 
active in the Corps as Corn waifs 
District Training Officer. 


• Lt Cdr Stella Trehair 

End of era 
as Stella 
retires 

IT WAS the end of an era at TS 
Grenville when their Commanding 
Officer retired after ten years in 
charge. 

Lt Cdr Stella Trehair joined the 
Penzance unit in 1982 to “help 
out”, but instead she stayed on, 
was promoted through the ranks, 
and became an officer in 1996, 
taking command in 1997. 

Cadets past and present joined 
Mayor Dennis Axford and unit 
president John Laity to thank Stella 
for her efforts on behalf of the 
youth and people of Penzance. 

PO Stacy Oliver said: “I will 
never forget my time as a cadet 
and all the fun I had. 

“Sea Cadets have given me a 
wider view of life and how to 
handle different people. 

“I am only one of the many 
whose lives have been changed by 
the dedication and compassion 
shown by Lt Cdr Trehair,” 

Stella ended die night widi 
a heartfelt speech thanking all 
the staff and committee for their 
support over the years, and 
thanking most of all the cadets 
who make the unit and Penzance 


Orion maintains link with ship 


NOTTINGHAM unit TS Orion maintained 
its strong links with its affiliated ship HMS 
Nottingham in Hull when 30 cadets and ten 
staff enjoyed a tour of the destroyer, including 
taking part in a fire-fighting exercise. 

CO Lt (SCC) Michelle Welsh RNR and 
COs from the Newark and Hull units attended 


a cocktail party on board hosted by the CO of 
the warship, Cdr Simon Ward. 

The destroyer sent a party of 120 of the 
ship’s company to march in Remembrance 
parades in the Midlands city with a division 
from HMS Sherwood and 40 cadets from 
TS Orion. 


Cheshunt’s chaplain 
gets a helping hand 


counting, as the family is still 
going strong. 

The awards were made by the 
Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire 
District Officer, L,t Cdr Eddie 
Woods, who paid tribute not only 
to the decorated trio but also 
to wife and mother Christine 
Maynard for her dedication and 
support. 

Rack to the Cambs and Beds 
drill and piping competition, 
Elitwick and Ampthill claimed 
first place in a tight competition, 
while in the individual event, AC 
Allen won gold and LC Murphy 
took a very good bronze. 

But there was no time to bask in 
the glory, as the unit went straight 
into training for the Eastern Area 
level event, held as Navy News 
went to press. 

Meanwhile, other cadets from 
the unit took runners-up spot to 
Cambridge in the colour party 
competition, and in the unarmed 
drill event a three-way struggle 
among Luton, Biggleswade 
and Elitwick and Ampthill again 
ended with the latter emerging 
triumphant. 

These successes came hard on 
the heels of the unit’s third place 
in the Eastern Area five-a-side 
competition. 

Lt Cdr Maynard said he was 
proud of every tiling the cadets 
and his team had achieved - but 
warned them of complacency 
as he paid tribute to the high 
standards of dress and drill of 
both Biggleswade and Luton 
units, both of which came close 
to ending Flitwick and Ampthill’s 
ten-year winning run. 

Invitation to sea 


GHESHUNT unit’s Chaplain, Elliot 
James, has enlisted the assistance of his 
cadets to help him achieve his goal of 
going to Cape Town to participate in a 
charity project, 

Elliot will travel to South Africa to take 
part in the Desmond Tutu Community 
Build, which involves building houses 
alongside future home-owners and 
the international charity Habitat for 
Humanity. 

"This is a fantastic opportunity to 
really make a difference to people’s lives,” 
said Elliot. 

"1 am looking forward to spending 
time with the local people and getting 
my hands dirty helping them really build 
a future for them selves and get out of 
poverty,” 

Habitat for Humanity is a non- 
deno m in a tio n a 1 Chris dan hou sing 
charity that builds houses for low-income 
families, regardless of race or religion. 

"They have built more than 175,000 
houses in 100 countries ” he said. 

“I have raised money for various 
charities before, mainly church groups 
and the Sea Cadets, but this will be 
completely different. 

"I am really excited with what limited 
DIY skills I do have that I will be able to 
help build a house,” 

The cadets are assisting by running 
a series of events and sponsorship 
activities. 

Low-income families put in 500 hours 
of ‘sweat equity* to build their homes 
alongside a rolling team of volunteers 
supplied by Habitat for Humanity. 

They buy the home at cost and their 
monthly repayment goes into a revolving 


• Elliot James, chaplain of the 
Cheshunt unit 

fund to help build more homes around 
the world. 

"The project reminds the cadets that 
there are people in the world far less 
fortunate than themselves and reminds 
them of their responsibility to the wider 
community,* 1 said Elliot. 

The chaplain needs to raise £1,150 for 
his trip, and 80 per cent of that money 
will go to Habitat for Humanity in Cape 
Town to build more homes. 

Anyone who would like to sponsor 
him should visit www.justgiving.co.uk/ 
elliotjames 


HAVING just watched his 

unit, Flitwick and Ampthill, 

win pride of place in the 
district unarmed drill and 
piping competitions* Lt 
Cdr Bob Maynard stepped 
into the spotlight. 

The unit’s Commanding 


Officer received his third bar 
to his long service medal, 
having completed 34 years as 
an adult instructor. 

At the same awards ceremony, 
his oldest daughter, Lt Lisa 
Maynard, picked up her first bar, 
marking her 18 years as an adult 
volunteer. 


And just to complete the picture, 
another of Bob's daughters, 
CPO Angela Maynard, kept up 
the family tradition by picking 
up her long service medal after 
completing 12 years adult service. 

When added to the time they 
spent as cadets, it comes to a 
grand total of 80 years - and 


• Dominic Gregory’s award-winning photograph 

Dominic captures spirit of award 


Cadets on guard at launch 


Family tots up eight 


decades in Corps 
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SEA CADETS 



Weekend at 
exclusive 
address 
in London 

CADETS and staff of the 
Welwyn and Hatfield unit spent 
a weekend at an exclusive address 
in London, 

The accommodation came with 
fine views of the Thames and the 
London Waterfront and was just a 
stone’s throw from the Tower of 
London and Towrer Bridge, 

Not an upmarket hotel - this is 
the Imperial War Museum’s World 
War 2 cruiser HMS Belfast. 

“We joined ship on Friday night 
and got all our kit squared away,” 
said CPO(SCC) Terry Wilmott, 
the Officer in Charge of the unit. 

“Then on Saturday morning, 
after a hearty' breakfast, we went 
by river to the London Boat Show 
in Docklands, 

“To try to take in everything 
at the Boat Show in one day is 
impossible, but the intrepid cadets 
of TS Amethyst gave it their best 
shot - a fact my feet can testify to 
- but it was a splendid event all 
the same, 

"Sunday was started by a 
lecture on board the Belfast, given 
by one of the great staff from 
the ship, during which we found 
out that HMS Belfast was the 
Far Eastern Flagship during the 
Yangtze Incident, and carried 
all die signal traffic during that 
harrowing time, 

“Then it was off on a hike to 
the London Aquarium, This took 
us past die replica of Sir Francis 
Drake’s ship the Golden Hind 
and along the Embankment to the 
London Eye. 

“By the time we got to the Eye 



• HINCKLEY Sea Cadets spent a weekend bag-packing at a supermarket in the town for the Mayor's charity appeal , More than 
30 cadets and staff contributed to the effort at Morrisons , ably assisted by the mayor hers elf, Ctfr Mary Sherwin, and her consort 
Jennifer Beit. The two days yielded a total of almost £2,100 for the Mayor’s charity appeal, which supports Lupus, When You Wish 
Upon A S tar f and the Sea Cadets unit The Mayor and her helpers are grateful to Morrisons for their support - and to the customers 
of the shop for their generosity. Pictured (from left), Marine Cadet Krystyna Kelly, the Mayor of Hinckley and Bosworth CHr Mary 
Sherwin, Junior Sea Cadet Reece Delves, Able Cadet Shana Hodge and Mayor's Consort Jennifer Beit, with Morrisons staff 


TS Bee is 


we were so far behind schedule 
- after the cadets took time to look 
at all the street entertainers on the 
way - it was a case of get some 
scran down them and back to the 
ship to disembark. 

“Our thanks to all at HMS 
Belfast and die City of London 
unit for their hospitality 7 - a truly 
great venue for Cadet units to be 
billeted on,” 

Precious medals 

THE TIRELESS efforts of a 
number of people from The 
Marine Society and Sea cadets 
were recognised in the Queen’s 
New Year Honours, 

There were OBEs for Sue 
Dew T ey, Area Chairman (Eastern) 
and Cdr Colin Redstone, Area 
Officer (Northern), and MBEs for 
Brenda Heesom, UMC Secretary 
for Gravesend unit, Cdr Barry 
Mattey, the former Offshore 
Commander, and Lt Cdr (SCC) 
Victor Spong RNR rtd, from 
Newcastle East unit. 



THE COMMANDING 
Officer of the Whitehaven 
unit has been short-listed 
for a prestigious national 
award, 

S/Lt (SCC) Keith Crowe 
RNR (left) was chosen from 
60 or so units in the North- 
West to receive the Rod die 
Casement Certificate, 

This means Keith is one of six 
COs in the whole of the UK who 
is now in the running for the Capt 
Rod die Casement Sword, which 
is awarded annually to the unit 
CO who has, by example and 
dedication, contributed most to 


Brentwood on show at Boat Show 



• From /eft; AB Jem Lacey.; Cdt Jamie Jarrett-Ryder and POC Haden 
Clarke. Haden is now at Herne Bay unit 


MEMBERS of the Brentwood 
unit enjoyed a weekend at die 
London boat show on board Type 
23 frigate HMS St Albans, 

The Essex unit was invited 
by Sea Cadet HQ and London 
Area to join the ship and work 
alongside the Royal Navy’s careers 
information team promoting the 
Corps, 

Officers, instructors and 
cadets from Brentwood spent the 
weekend talking to members of 
the public about the benefits of 
joining the Corps, 

Lt Steve Street (SCC) RNR, 
CO of the unit, said that there 
was a lot of interest, with many 
youngsters expressing an intention 
to visit their own local units to find 
out more about die Sea Cadets, 

Such was the interest that all the 
promotional material and leaflets 
on display were gone by the end 
of the weekend, having been given 
out to potential cadets eager to 
read about life in a blue suit. 

The cadets were also given a 
private tour of St Albans before 
the ship was opened to the public, 
including a visit to the Operations 
Room, learned about the weapons 
systems and they were told about 
the ship’s recent deployments to 
the Gulf and the Lebanon, 


They also joined some of the 
ship’s company for lunch in the 
mess, and there was also time to 
look around the Boat Shotv itself. 
All the staff and cadets from 
Brentwood had a thoroughly 
enjoyable weekend and left with 
great memories as well as a clutch 
of RN souvenirs, such as key 


rings, badges, T-shirts and mugs, 
courtesy of Lhe RN careers team. 

The unit would like to thank 
all the officers and ratings from 
St Albans, for giving them the 
opportunity to promote the Corps 
on board their ship and for tire 
friendliness and hospitality of all 
the ship’s company. 


A-list unit 


the aims of the Sea Cadet Corps 
during the preceding year. 

Commenting on his au T ard, 
Keith said it was all down to 
teamwork. 

“No organisation is stronger 
than its weakest link, and we have 
an extremely strong team here at 
Whitehaven,” he said, 

“While 1 am honoured to 
have been nominated for the 
Roddie Casement Sword, I feel 
that it reflects the dedication 
and achievements of the whole 
team - staff and cadets - and am 
immensely proud to accept the 
certificate on their behalf,” 

Chas Tinkler, chairman of 
the Whitehaven unit, added his 
congratulations: “I am delighted 
that Keith has received this aw r ard 
and the recognition it brings to the 
whole TS Bee team.” 


H Following their Royal Naval 
Parade in May 2006, the unit is 
delighted to announce that it has 
been awarded an efficiency burgee 
for die second consecutive year. 

S/Lt Crowe said the award 
reflected the hard work and 
commitment of the staff and 
cadets of TS Bee. 

Such awards take a while to 
be awarded because units area 
assessed and then compared 
against each other across the UK, 

Awards fall into three basic 
categories no award means 
that the unit is below acceptable 
standards, a pennant means the 
unit is operating effectively, and 
a burgee is awarded to the top 
25 per cent of units in each area 
- putting Whitehaven firmly in the 
top 100 Sea Cadet units across 
the country. 


Freemasons make 
a grand donation 


L EIC E ST E R unit’s fund-rais ing 
efforts received an unexpected 
boost when Michael Roalfe, 
Provincial Grand Master for 
Leicestershire and Rutland 
Freemasons, presented TS Tiger 
with a che que for £ 1,000 on b eha If 

Special night 

AWARDS ranging from Best 
Fundraiser to Best Power Boat 
Handler were handed out at 
the City of Truro unit’s annual 
presentation night. 

The awards were presented 
by Lt Cdr Gavin Richardson, 
CO of 700 Naval Air Squadron, 
based at RNAS Cufdrose. 

Lt Cdr Richardson said: “it 
was a real privilege to be able 
to present the cadets with their 
annual awards and prizes. 

“Commitment, dedication 
and teamwork, as well as 
individual achievement, were 
all deservedly recognised.” 


of the Leicester Freemasons. 

At die presentation ceremony 
Mr Roalfe said that after attending 
TS Tiger’s Royal Naval Parade in 
May, he was so impressed with the 
cadets that he decided to make a 
donation to support them. 

He added he was proud to 
experience the youth of today 
taking pride in their appearance 
and also the tremendous effort 
they put into the evolutions on 
the night. 

Unit staff presented Mr Roalfe 
with a plaque showing the 
Tiger crest, which included an 
inscription of appreciation for the 
donation. 

Mr Roalfe said he was both 
surprised and pleased to receive 
the plaque from the unit, and 
that he would put it in a “suitable 
place” at the Freemasons’ Hall, 
as it was the first time that they 
had been presented with a gift in 
return. 


Surprise 
gift from 
painter 

TS DEFIANCE has been pre¬ 
sented with a surprise gift. 

Every August cadets from the 
Newhaven and Seaford unit trav¬ 
el to Dieppe with members of the 
Royal British Legion for die com¬ 
memoration of the Dieppe raid. 

They stay in Puys, close to 
Dieppe, and while there met 
ex-sail or Mike Andrews, from 
Worthing RNA, who has lived there 
with wife In lie for three years, 

Mike is a painter and decided to 
paint a picture of the memorial in 
Buys and present it toTS Defiance 
as a memento of their trip. 

Mike and Julie travelled from 
France especially to present 
the picture, handing it to CO 
Lt (SCC) Neil Rogers RNR and 
Robert Robertson, chairman of 
Newhaven Royal British Legion. 

Mike said: “When the cadets 
come to Dieppe they are so smart 
and well-behaved, 

“As an ex-sailor it brings a lump 
to my throat, and when they per¬ 
formed the Hornpipe the French 
residents clapped and dapped,” 

Field gun 
skills honed 

THE great Naval tradition of field 
gun displays is being nurtured by 
a group of youngsters based at 
Fort Blockhouse in Gosport. 

HMS Dolphin VCG undertake 
displays at the HMS Cohingwood 
Field Gun Day and at the HMS 
Sultan Summer Show. 

They also travel round to ensure 
the field gun legend, sparked by 
(lie exploits of Naval gunners who 
fought in the Boer War, lives on. 

Now the First Lieutenant of 
the unit, CPO Eddie Butcher, is 
seeking to expand the membership 
of the Corps, which he said provides 
a useful activity for local children 

- he added that the cadets are the 
children of serving personnel. 

If anyone would like details of 
the Corps, contact CPO Butcher 
at HMS Dolphin VCC, Fort 
Blockhouse, Gosport. 

Rebecca keeps 
standard title 

CHRISTCHURCH unit cadet 
Rebecca Shepheard has taken Lhe 
honours in a county competition 
for the second year running. 

Rebecca, who recently qualified 
for her Leading Seaman rate at 
HMS Excellent, won the title 
Best Junior Standard Bearer for 
Dorset, beating cadets from all 
ihree Services. 

She was trained by the standard 
bearer of Christchurch’s affiliated 
Royal British Legion branch, 
Sylvia Brown, who founded Lhe 
Sea Cadet unit - TS Woollard 

- with her husband more than 30 
years ago. 

Band entertains 
veteran sailors 

MERTON 368 unit has the 
privilege of providing a venue for 
the regular meetings of the Coastal 
Forces Association. 

And the Christmas meeting gave 
members of the TS Trafalgar band 
a chance to entertain the veterans 
and their wives and friends. 

The performance by the 
detachment was greeted with 
general acclaim, and the President, 
Charlie Baker, congratulated and 
thanked the cadets - and extended 
an invitation to lunch. 

Chief praised 

CPO (SCC) David Richards was 
presented with his Cadet Forces 
Medal during die Soudi West 
Area seamanship competition at 
We ston-Sup er-Mare. 

CPO Richards w r as at the event 
as Rhondda unit team manager. 

South West Area Officer Cdr 
Neil Hinch praised CPO Richards, 
who first joined the Corps at 
Porth in 1952, for his dedication 
and commitment to the unit and 
the Corps in general. 
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Pawns of ompipes 


WHEN war broke out in 
August 1914 the Kaiser like his 
English cousin, concentrated his 
Hochseefione not on the high seas 
for which it was named, but home 
waters- 

Scattered around the globe, 
however, was a handful of German 
ships which proved to be irritating 
thorns in Britain's side in the 
opening months of the Great War. 

One such thorn was the cruiser 
Konigsbergj operating out of Dar- 
es-Salaam- 

Today, as 90 years ago, Dar-es- 
Salaam is a bustling port; but then 
it was the principal port of the 
colony of German East Africa. 

The struggle for that 
colony today Tanzania * 

— raged for four years. It 
cost the Empire nearly 
£3 bn In today’s 
money. And they 
failed to beat 
their opponent. 

It is a 
sobering, grim 
story told from all 
sides - British, German 
and African - by Edward 
Pa ice in his definitive Tip & 

Run: The Untold Tragedy of the 
Great War in Africa ( Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson, £25 ISBN 978-0-297- 
84709-0). 

Drawing upon letters, official 
papers and published accounts in 
numerous languages, Paice paints 
the most complete picture yet of 
a war which one British colonial 
official conceded “seemed so 
futile”. 

In tills inglorious campaign, the 
Royal Navy's role was perhaps the 
least inglorious. Yet its leadership 
was uninspired, its gunnery 
indifferent - the sum seemed 
rather less than the combined 
parts. 

At the root of the problem 
lay a single German cruiser, the 
Konigsberg, which had inflicted 
Britain’s first merchant shipping 
loss of the Great War 

To add insult to injury she also 
raided Zanzibar, catching the 
RN off guard and destroying the 
elderly cruiser Pegasus, 

The beast was finally tracked to 
its lair in the Rufiji delta and in the 
spring of 191 5, the Navy, aided by 
air power, began its destruction. 


Trapped in her hideout, all the 
German cruiser could hope to do 
was paw her attacker and hope to 
wound him. 

Yet it took almost a week of 
fighting in July 1915, led by 
monitors HMS Severn and 
Mersey, with the Royal Naval Air 
Service spotting their shots, to 
finally dispatch Konigsberg, 

Worse still, the Konigsb erg’s 
crew who actually scuttled their 
ship, she was not sunk by British 
guns - subsequently bolstered 
German ground forces in East 

Africa. 

And yet it was one bright 
spot in a campaign which 
the Empire lost, 
outfoxed by a wily 

— and ruthless 

- German 
opponent, von 

Le tto w-Vorbeck. 
Recent treatm ent 
of the fighting in East 
Africa has been rather 
light-he arte d, no tably 
Giles Foden's Mimi and 
Ibutou Go Forth . 

Mimi and Toutou - gunboats 
deployed on Lake Tanganyika 

— feature in Paice's book, but they 
are little more than footnote in a 
savage war which spared neither 
soldier nor civilian. 

The African conflict was a war 
utterly removed from that on the 
Western Front, It was a war of 
movement, of guerrilla raids and 
few pitch battles, of heat, dust, 
crocodiles and mosquitoes, of 
disease. 

The peoples of East Africa 
were pawns in the great game of 
Empire; a good 100,000 Africans 
serving with the British Army in 
die campaign were killed (British 
deaths amounted to a little over 
11 , 000 )- 

Von Lettow-Vorbeck was even 
more ruthless: as many as 350,000 
men, women and children died 
because of the actions of the 
German authorities during the 
four-year campaign. 

The general was never beaten 

— he was even allowed a victory 
parade through the Brandenburg 
Gate in Berlin - but he lost his 
colony: German East Africa was 
shared between Britain, Belgium 
and Portugal, 




Warships IFR 

Magazine with all the latest news 
& features, focusing on the latest 
developments in the world's navies. 

'www.warshipsifr.com 

Available at all Good Newsagents 
-Price £3.60 



On Sale 2nd Friday Every Month 

HPC Publishing (NN), Drury Lane, St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex, TN38 9BJ, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1424 720477 Fax: +44 (0)1424 443693 


An HPC Publication, Distributed by Seymour 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LAHCE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN KM 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
92 Heaton Road, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


HP BOOKBINDERS: Established 

professional service locating out 
of prim titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Mosslaird, 
Brig O’ Turk, Callander, FK17 8HT 
Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377 
martin @hp-bookfinders, co.uk 


Harrier Carriers 

Vol I 

HMS INVINCIBLE 

By Neil McCatl 

The well illLLSlraletf slory of the first of 
the Royal Navy’s new generation of aircraft 
carriers from the Falklands War to [he early 
years of the 21st Century. 

Hardback Price £19.95+ [>&p. 

Also Still Aval la hie In Hardback: ISBN 1 901225 OS 9 

FEARLESS & INTREPID 1965-2002 £24.00 + P&P 

NELSON & RODNEY 1927-1949 THE BIG BATTLESHIPS £19.99 + P&P 

COLOSSUS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS 1944-1972 ,04.00 + P&P 

HMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 £24.00 + P&P 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 + P&P 

THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P 

TIGER. LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 £21.50 + P&P 

HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN’S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P 
ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P 
HMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19,95 + P&P 

Pkitse add £2.75 p&p for ite UK & EU or £4.50 for worldwide surface null. Payment 
by sterling cheque, postal order, or by VIS A/MASTERCARD/S WITCH. Telephojue/Fas/Emajl orders welcomed. 
From TAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans Lane, Cheltenham, GLos GUI 9Q.4. 

Tel/Fax :0 1242 580290 / Email; orders @'fan-publications.il2.ci>in. or order from good bookshops. 



Small ships 
Big impact 


I CHOSE Harry Plevy’s 

Destroyer Actions: 
September 1939 to 
June 1940 for this 
month’s review for one 
main reason. 

The recently reopened 
controversy over the Royal Navy’s 
role in the defence of Britain 
in 1940 has emphasised the 
question of the capabilities of its 
contemporary destroyer force 

the assets that would have been 
the backbone of any defence - in 
a hostile air environment, zvrites 
Dr Eric Grove of the University of 
Salford. 

1 wanted, therefore^ to 
exploit a new look at how 
die destroyer flotillas had 
fared in die months 
preceding the crisis* 

In Destroyer Actions 
(Spellmount 
£20, ISBN D 
86227-331-6) 

Plevy uses an 
impressive range 
of sources both 
primary and secondary 
to re-examine this subject, 

tie concentrates on the Royal 
Navy (including the destroyers 
of its Polish ally serving under 
Admiralty command) but he also 
has interesting things to report 
about die hard-pressed German 
destroyer force that was almost 
annihilated in this period. 

The emphasis is on die 
reminiscences of die ship’s 
companies, both officers and men, 
and the book’s main strength is in 
die author’s choice of witnesses 
and the impact on the reader of 
their often harrowing first-hand 
accounts. 

There were, however, I must 
admit, times when 1 wondered 
whether I had made the correct 
choice. 

1 was willing to put less- 
than-adequately-understood 
historical background and an 
undergraduate-like tendency to 
wander off the point down to the 
author’s lack of historical training. 
But when I found Plevy’s assertion 
that the first destroyers were the 
‘Tribals’ of 1905-8 I began really 
to worry. 

As I expect many readers of 
this column will know, the first 
* destroyers’, so called, were 
introduced more than ten years 
before, with Havock and Hornet 
laid down by Yarrow and Daring 
and Decoy by Thornycroft in July 
1892, About 150 destroyers had 
been commissioned by the Royal 
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The Grove 
Review 


Navy before the first "Tribal’ was 
in service. 

I was also increasingly 
perplexed by the author’s spelling 
difficulties. The mis-spelling of 
names, especially those of German 
cruisers and destroyers, began to 
get truly infuriating. It was not only 
German ships that were carelessly 
noted; HMS Gurkha caused 
particular difficulty as 
did Admiral Bruce 
Fraser, mis¬ 
spelled with a ‘z’ 
twice in the text 
and once in the 
index (unlike some 
of the errors, this one 
was consistent!) * To 
be fair these errors do 
not undermine die book 
completely but they cannot 
but raise doubts. This is not 
a book of reference. 
Nevertheless, diere remains 
much that is good about this 
volume, good enough for the 
critical to keep their patience, This 
early period of die war is often 
ignored, except perhaps for the 
battle of the River Plate and the 
two Battles of Narvik, 

Plevy’s witnesses bring out well 
the strains and stresses of a war 
that was far from 'phoney \ 

The author tells his story 
clearly and accessibly, especially 
his account of die Norwegian 
Campaign in which destroyers, 
both British and German, played 
such a significant role. It is doubly 
unfor Lunate therefore that he 
gets wrong the code name for 
the British minelaying operation 
diat started die campaign; it was 
‘Wilfred 1 , not ‘Winifred’, 

Plevy rightly emphasises the 
valid and oft forgotten point that 
the Germans’ loss often destroyers 
in Norway was an enormous blow 
to a nation perhaps intending to 
project power across the narrow 
seas. There is a good case to pose 
the question that perhaps Narvik 
One and Two were ‘the battles that 
saved Britain’. 

Although I think die author 
was mistaken to get bogged 
down in the highly controversial 
affair of the sinking of the carrier 
Glorious without consulting Naval 
Historical Branch for their view 
(that is the fairest currently on 
offer), Mr Plevy is undoubtedly 
correct to laud the achievement of 
Lhe carrier’s escorts, Ardent and 
Acasta (pictured below) j 

These destroyers carried out a 
truly copybook escort operation 
in die vain attempt to protect 
their charge from the German 
battleships (as the Germans 
designated them, and they 
should know) Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau. 

The author is absolutely right 
to say that die officers and men of 
Ardent and Acasta deserved more 
recognition than they received. 

I was impressed by the quote of a 
German observer upon whom the 
British destroyers’ actions made “a 
great impression... They weren’t 
enemies they were opponents*” 


Some of the last recorded 
words of Acasta’s captain, Cdr 
C S Glasford as he manoeuvred 
his ship for her final attack on 
Scharnhorst could not be bettered 
in Royal Naval tradition: 

“You may think we are running 
away from the enemy. But the 
Navy never does. The Glorious is 
sinking, and our chummy ship the 
Ardent has sunk. The least we can 
do is make a good show,” 

A very damaging torpedo hit was 
scored on Scharnhorst; Glasford 
went down with his ship; only one 
member of her ship’s company, LS 
Nick Carter, survived. 

The book did reward me in 
my initial intention of testing the 
survivability of British destroyers 
against German air attack in 
1939-40. 

Hie capacity of these fast and 
manoeuvrable ships to avoid being 
hit (“dodging the bombs”) made 
up for their lack of proper anti¬ 
aircraft protection. Some were 
indeed sunk by air attack but only 
a small minority. 

Even in less than perfect 
circumstances the survivability 7 of 
destroyers could be remarkable, 
such as when Captain Vian took 
a very slow- (five knot) convoy 
through narrow waters to the 
Norwegian port of Aandalsnes: 

“Junkers attacks persisted to the 
end, but the fire of the destroyers, 
although limited to an elevation 
of 40 degrees, was enough to 
keep the enemy just too high for 
their standard of marksmanship. 
Not a ship received a direct hit, 
though some were damaged by the 
splinters from near misses.” 

AB Gammon, Vian’s cabin 
hand, proved particularly adept 
at deciding which specific bombs 
were aimed at his ship, Afridi (not 
‘Alfridi’) and which were to be 
dodged. 

When the stukas arrived things 
proved more difficult* One could 
be dealt with by making the dive 
bomber dive too steeply; two were 
harder to avoid and Afridi was 
eventually sunk in such an attack. 

Nevertheless even the stukas 
could not stop Britain’s destroyers 
achieving their operational and 
strategic objectives, notably at 
Dunkirk when 30 per cent, the 
highest individual proportion of 
evacuees, crossed the Channel in 
destroyers* 

The book Is particularly 
recommended to Lhose readers 
(and I know there are one or two) 
who deny die ability of Britain’s 
destroyers to have stood as ‘the 
Wall of England’ in 1940, no 
matter how an air battle which was 
about things other than invasion 
fared. 

As the author makes dear, the 
German Navy had developed a 
high regard for Britain’s flotillas 
and it knew the Luftwaffe’s 
protective capabi liti es w r ere 
limited, such as when a misguided 
German bomber and a British 
minefield caused the loss, with 578 
lives, of the two precious German 
destroyers Leberecht Maas and 
Max Schultz on a confused 
February evening in 1940. 

Imagine a confused night a 
few months later if Sealion had 
been attempted; it does not bear 
thinking about — from the German 
point of view at least.,, 





Small yet 
perfectly 
formatted 


THERE are lew certainties 
in life, but one is that each 
January British Warships and 
Auxiliaries {Maritime Books T 
£7.99 ISBN 978-1 -904459-22-4) 
will pop through the Navy News 
letterbox. 

If Jane's is the bible for 
everything with a gun which 
floats, then British Warships and 
Auxiliaries is the RN in pocket- 
book format. 

Retired senior rating Steve 
Bush casts his eye over the 
Fleet (depressingly, more 
than one fifth of the book is 
consumed by tugs, launches 
and tenders such has the RN 
shrunk} providing at-a-glance 
facts and figures. 

The book is all the better 
for being rn full colour - the 
publishers are well supplied by 
a mix of warship enthusiasts 

- but what has always been its 
triumph lor the past 28 years 
has been its ability to sum up 
the state of the RN.., which, 
says the author, is pretty 
parlous as 2007 begins. 

The Senior Service is, 

Bush writes, undervalued, 
underfunded, and overworked. 
Jam tomorrow - Type 45 
destroyers, the Joint Strike 
Fighter, the future carriers 

- remains very much jam 
tomorrow. 

As for today’s jam, much is 
under serious threat of being 
sold, paid oft or laid up, the 
author fears - the older Type 
42s, perhaps some Type 23s, 
maybe even Albion and Ocean 

- as Whitehall struggles to 
balance the books. 

It is ail down to public 
perception - or lack of it. Social 
security, health, education, 
immigration, green issues will 
all feature high on the political 
agenda; so too will homeland 
security, and possibly defence 
(but only insofar as it concerns 
the conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan}, Bush argues* 

“My guess is that very 
few will realise that strong 
homeland security starts with 
secure borders and that, for 
an island nation, such security 
requires a strong patrol 
presence around our shores 

- the traditional domain of the 
RN, if only it had the tools for 
the job,” the author laments. 

It’s a drum we’ve been 
beating in these pages for 
years... 

Still, if you want a truly 
depressing read, pick up a new 
addition to the Maritime Books 
inventory: US Navy Warships 
and Auxiliaries, (£9.99, ISBN 
978-1-904459-25-5) also 
compiled by Steve Bush, 

The Yanks have 11 (count 
’em) carriers and the USS 
Gerald Ford is taking shape, 

14 nuclear missile-boats, more 
than 60 attack submarines, 
countless cruisers, frigates and 
destroyers, and an amphibious 
force whose potency makes the 
RN’s formidable littoral punch 
seem like a pin prick on the 
oceans. 

Bush’s commentary on the 
state of the US Navy possesses 
none of the doom-laden 
sentiments of his panorama 
of the RN in 2007, And why 
should it? New destroyers, new 
carriers, new assault ships. The 
US Navy’s cup runneth over* 

No need to fill this book with 
pictures of tugboats. But the 
RN can perhaps take some 
heart: the Americans do have a 
habit of building incredibly ugly 
ships... 















































NAVY NEWS, MARCH 2007 45 


SPORT 





Who were 
the poules 


Rivals left Cresta-fallen 


RN fencers formed the nucleus 
of the Combined Services team 
which competed in the Kingston 
Invitational in Canada. 

This event is reportedly the 
largest team competition in North 
America, drawing teams from 
across the continent and a field of 
32 teams per weapon, 

Lt Cdr Mark Barton and 
Lt Keith Bowers achieved an 
impressive result, being two thirds 
of the winning sabre team, (Royal 
Engineer L/C pi Davies completed 
the trio), 

'Iliis competition is fenced with 
a cumulative score the winner 
being the first to reach 45 points, 
and on a direct elimination basis 
once the initial poules of teams 
whittles down the field to 16, 

Each fencer’s contribution is 
vital to the overall result; both 
the semi-final and final were nail- 
biting contests with the scores in 
both being 45-44, 

Lt Cdr Adrian Olliver 
(Northwood) was one third of 
the epee team which took silver 
medal in their weapon; these two 
results lifted the CS team to third 
place overall. 

Back in Blighty, 15 teams from 
RN and RNR units gathered at 
HMS President for the 2006 RN 
4 Knock Outs’. 

This was tire largest number 
of teams since the current 
format was introduced and 
adjustments had to be made to 
the competition organisation to 
cope. Particularly encouraging 
was the attendance by a number 
of teams representing units not 
seen for a long time, as well as a 
large number of individual 'first 
timers’, both facts which can only 
be encouraging for the future of 
Navy fencing. 

The format for the event 
consisted of three-person teams 
of either sex, competing in poules 
within their individual weapons. 
Three pistes were marked out on 
the drill deck of HMS President, 
enabling all weapons to be 
contested simultaneously. 

The combined scores of the 
three weapons for a team led to 
the overall result. The numbers 
resulted in two seeding poules 
with die top fencers going to a 
second round for final ranking. 
Competition was tight, but the 
overall winners were Dartmouth 
1, Northwood took second 
place and President 1 in third. 
Winning their individual weapons 
were Lt Cdr Adrian Olliver of 
Northwood (foil), Cdr Matt Clark 
of Northwood (epee) and S/Lt 
Andrew Thomas RNR (President) 
(sabre). Best Newcomer was S/Lt 
Iain Gray (RRNC) who came 
second in the epee. 

HMS President has offered to 
host this event on an annual basis, 
ensuring that Navy fencing has a 
regular event in the capital. 

Dates will be promulgated early 
to encourage even greater turnout 
for the next event. 


IT’S always nice to get 
one over on the RAF... 
especially when they’re 
touted as runaway 
champions. 

And so it was that the Senior 
Service upset the form book on the 
legendary Cresta Run at St Moritz 
in Switzerland for the annual 
Inter-Service championship. 

The Air Force arrived on the 
slopes as hot favourites - having 
not won the legendary tobogganing 
contest in eight years. 

The Army drove into St 
Moritz as defending champions,., 
and the Navy struggled to field 
a team thanks to operational 
commitments, just scratching 
together a minimum six-strong 
squad. 

As the teams congregated 
for the final practice session, St 
Moritz suffered what can only be 
described as a miserable English 
rainy day. 

The run itself w T as closed owing 
to softening of the ice and no 
practice w r as allowed for a further 
day. 

This meant that the teams’ 
ice time was limited - a crucial 
requirement to develop die fast 
riding lines. 

As a result, less experienced 
riders noticeably slowed down 
and the faster riders lacked a little 
confidence as the competition 
approached. 

The RAF team included Wg 
Cdr Andrew Green, the driver 
of Thrust SSC - the supersonic 
world record holder and, more 
recently, the JCB-sponsored fastest 
diesel car in the world. 

He has been the RAF star man 
for several years and definitely 
regarded as a potential champion. 

As the pundits placed their bets 
and gave their verbal support to 
the Royal Air Force, strange things 
started happening. 

ILe rising star of the Army 
suffered a broken leg following a 
fall (this was not actually diagnosed 
until he had ridden the Cresta 
Run a second time - admittedly 
in a lot of pain, although most of 
the other riders were not especially 
sympathetic). 

The RAF were riding quickly 
and safely at speeds up to 85mph, 
whilst the Royal Navy bided their 
time. 

In fact the RN boasted a 
team of previous Inter-Service 
champions in team captain Maj 
Jamie Summers RM (CTCRM), 
Lt Cdr Andy Mills (SETT, Fort 
Blockhouse), Lt Cdr Angus 
Essenhigh (HMS Kent) and Sgt 
Dave Wiltshire (HMS Albion), 
ably supported by Li Col Jim 
McLaren (Fleet) and Sgt Ian 
Breeze (FPG RM), 

With hindsight perhaps the 
sensible money would have been 
on this small but very experienced 
team. 

This was not the case and 
outside the RN dressing room 



• Summers coming fast., (Above) RNRM team captain Maj Jamie 
Summers sets off down the legendary track and (right) Lt Cdr Andy 
Mills ceiebrates victory with a bullshot - a Bloody Mary traditionally 
drunk at St Moritz - watched by David Bamber, a RN Cresta legend 
in the 70s 


little chance was given to them. 

Hubris, of course, inevitably 
leads to downfall... 

On race day, under beautiful 
blue skies and with a large crowd 
of friends, supporters and well- 
wishers, a familiar story unfolded. 

Lt Cdr Andy Mills, traditionally 
die first RN rider down the 
Vi-mile track, set what turned out 
to be the day’s fastest time. 

The rest of the RN team rode to 
form and after the first course the 
RN were just under two seconds 
ahead of the RAF. 

In the second run the Senior 
Service kept their nerve to 
maintain their times. 

Wg Cdr Green took a spectacular 
tumble, ending any chance the 
RAF had of challenging the Royal 
Navy. 

Whilst he was, fortunately 
unhurt, his pride needed 
‘casevacing’ back to Blighty in a 
cabbage box... 

The third and final spell of 
riding turned into a lap of honour 
or rather demonstration of the 


Royal Navy’s domination. 

The team won by more than ten 
seconds ahead of the RAF and a 
further 11 seconds ahead of the 
Army, a country mile in an ice 
competition such as this. 

Lt Cdr Mills held his nerve to 
win the Auty Speed Cup and Lord 
Trenchard Trophy as the fastest 
rider on the day, 

Lt Cdr Essenhigh was an 
impressive second and at 
prizegiving the Prince Philip 
Trophy, the only team trophy 
awarded on the Cresta Run, sat 
proudly in the welcoming hands of 
Maj Summers, 

With the absence of any senior 
RN Winter Sports Association 
representatives (owing to a clash 
with the RN Ski Championships), 
the Navy were delighted to 
be represented by Cdre Jonny 
Appleyard, a legend in satellite 
communications and father of 
such systems as SCOT etc. 

He received a special award 
from the St Moritz Tobogganing 
Club. 



Enjoying the ski to 


• HMS Presidents skiing officer ,i Lt Cdr Peter Gracey on the slopes 


AROUND 1,000 regular and 
reserve RN personnel plus 400 
families, former servicemen, 
sponsors and RAF and Army 
guests took part in the two- 
week Royal Navy Alpine 
Championships at Les 
Menuires. 

Very few people were 
able to attend for the full 
two weeks and although 
the main racing Is 
conducted in week two, 
a duplicate instructional 
programme is conducted 
in both weeks. 

A total of 185 ski beginners and 
75 snow boarders took to the slopes 
for the first time and most achieved 
sufficient standard to enjoy the 
Thursday evening beginners races 
under floodlights. 

The first week suffered the worst 
of the weather with very little snow 
on the lower slopes; the beginners 
race was conducted in rain from 


start to finish. 

A significant snowfall at the 
beginning of the second week made for 
better conditions and with one minor 
exception, the full race programme was 
completed. 

Teams from a variety of units 
competed although it was disappointing 
to reflect on a lack of teams from some 
major establishments. 

That said, some units managed to 
field some of their strongest sides in 
years. 

London RNR unit HMS President 
sent a 32-strong squad of skiers and 
snowboarders to the French Alps and 
the strength in depth was rewarded 
with a raft of gongs (notably Acting S/Lt 
Uz Benmayor, who was the runner-up 
in the female contest, and retired Cdr 
David Whitby, who virtually swept the 
board in the veterans’ races). 

A guest team of Army Telemark skiers 
took part for the first time as did two 
members of the British Adaptive Ski 
Team - one being an RN reservist who 


success 

was severely injured in a motorcycle 
accident. 

Major prizewinners were as follows: 

SKIING 

Male champion: S Cotton (Ocean); runner-up: D 
Bhattacharya (Seahawk) 

Female champion: C Strong (9RNC); runner-up: E 
Ben mayor (President) 

Male non-expert; i - T Pratten [RMR London}. 2 - S 
Young (RM Poole) 

Female non-expert: 1 - C Gilbertson (Seahawk) 
Champion Major Unit 'A' Team; Drake: runneia-up: 
Neptune 

Champion Minor Unit "A' Team, RMR London; runners- 
up; King Alfred 

Champion Major Unit C B/C’ Team: CTCRM B; runners- 
up: Drake B 

Champion Minor Unit ‘B/C’ Team: President F B r ; 
runners-up: RMR London 'B’ 

Champion Shipps Team: Ocean; runner-up: Vigilant 
Inter-Command Champions: Royal Marines; runners- 
up; Naval Air Command 

TELEMARK 

Individual Champion; D Shepheard (Fleet HQ}; runner- 
up: S Cotton 

Team Champions: Fleet; runners-up: CTCRM 
SNOWBOARDING 

Male Champion: M Arrowsmith (DLO Yeovilton) 

Female Champion: K Hodges (Sultan) 

Boardercross Winner (Male): M Arrowsmith 
Boardercross Winner (Female): K Hodges 
Plate Champion (non-expert category): O Glastonbury 
(FPGRM) 


Camp time 
ahead for 
cyclists 

THE hugely-successfu! RNRM 
Cycling Association will be 
holding a week-long training 
camp in the Brecon Beacons 
ahead of the 2007 racing 
season. 

Membership of the 
association is approaching 
the 300 mark, with one in ten 
riders heading to the Beacons 
between April 15 and 21 for a 
mtx of daily rides, talks, and 
several competitive races. 

British Cycling will be 
sending a representative to the 
training camp to join the sailors 
and marines on a ride and to 
talk about the state of the sport 
in the UK. 

Details are available 
from WQ1 (WEM(R)) Andy 
Hunstone on 9352 39325 or 
the association website, www. 
navy eye I ing. org.u k 
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High spirits in 
low waters 



• LAEM Andy Ross contends with the raging waters of the River Nith during the White Water Racing 

Championships Picture: AiEan W Smith Phtrtoeraphy 


Free Super 
League action 

RUGBY League fans in or near 
the capital can enjoy a free 
match to kick off the new Super 
League season this month. 

HMS President, London's 
Royal Naval Reserve unit, has 
joined forces with Harlequins 
(who have gone through 
various RL guises down the 
years, including the London 
Broncos) to begin the season 
in style. 

Twelve months ago Royal 
Marines entertained the crowd 
at the Twickenham Stoop, while 
reservists from President and 
Wildfire (Northwood) were on 
hand to promote the Senior 
Service. 

As in 2Q0f> t so in 2007; the 
opening match against the 
Bradford Bulls on March 17 will 
see the Royal Marines Band 
from Dartmouth performing 
before the game and at half¬ 
time. 

And sailors or marines 
dressed in their No.Is or RM 
‘blues’ can enjoy free entry to 
the game. 

Details are available from Lt 
Tony Scott at tony@tony-scott, 
com 

RNRU on 
the road 

IF IT’S good enough for BBC 
local radioj it’s good enough for 
the Royal Navy's rugby union 
sides. 

You may see RNRU ‘rugby 
cars' driving around Hampshire 
- and you'll certainly see them 
at matches at Burnaby Road in 
Portsmouth. 

RNRU chairman Cdre Jim 
Patrick signed a deal with 
Hampshire’s principal Volkswagen 
dealer Peter Cooper which 
welcomes the car sales firm into 
the Navy rugby family (the sport 
already enjoys the patronage of 
QinetiQj KooGa, Rolls-Royce, 
Flagship, VTj Babcock, and 
Thales) r 

T he sponsorship deal means 
several Peter Cooper VW$, 
including a couple ofTouran 
people carriers, have been painted 
in dark blue and emblazoned 
with the RNRU crest. 


THE RN wild water racing 
championships were 
held alongside the Inter- 
Service championships 
on the River Nith in 
Dumfriesshire. 

Despite bitterly cold conditions, 
and a low water level in the river 
there was a good attendance 
and the RN fielded a team of 
13 paddlers, organised by the 
discipline secretary Lt Serena 
Dobson (RNAS Culdrose). 

Many of the paddlers who 
represented the RN were doing 
so for the first time, and for 
some it was their first experience 
of this exciting and demanding 
discipline, writes Lt Cdr Joe Whorf, 
RN Kayaking Association secretary. 

Wild water racing events take 
place on white water rivers where 
the average length of course is four 
miles, 

Paddlers pick their way down 
technical rapid sections, avoiding 
rocks, standing waves and strong 
eddies, and then Sprint Over the 
longer flat water sections. 

The discipline is accessible to any 
competentpaddler with experience 
of moving water techniques and 
is a great opportunity to improve 
white water skills. 

In the Senior Service 
competition, events were held for 
men's and ladies' Kl (single-seat 
kayak) and men's Cl (single¬ 
seat canoe). Lt Cdr Dave Gibson 
(Nelson) won the men's Kl and 
Cl event and Lt Cdr Charlie 
Atkinson (Collingwood) took the 
ladies’ title. 

An award was made to AET 
Steve Riley (Sultan) as the best 
newcomer; Steve has considerable 
kayak marathon experience which 
was put to good use on the fiat, 
sluggish sections of the course and 
he was placed fourth out of the 
RN paddlers. 


In the Inter-Service competition 
the opposition from the Army and 
RAF paddlers was tough but the 
relatively inexperienced RN team 
put in a spirited performance 
with all paddlers completing the 
course. 

The female Kl event was won 
by an RAF GB paddler with 
Lt Cdr Atkinson putting in an 
excellent performance in technical 
conditions to win a well-deserved 
silver medal. 

In the team events the RN 
paddlers entered Kl, Cl and 


mixed C1/C2 teams. 

Thankfully, due to heavy 
overnight rains, the river had risen 
by over a foot and was therefore 
much faster. 

The RN ladies Kl team had a 
clean run (no swims!) and beat the 
RAF ladies to the gold. 

The men had slightly more 
eventful races and several paddlers 
took a swim in the bitterly cold 
river, which unfortunately meant 
that they missed out on medal 
positions this year. 

The Inter-Service Trophy for 


2007 was won by the RAF with 
the Army as runners up. 

The RN Kayak Association is 
a smaller organisation Lhan its 
equivalents in the Army and RAF 
but is growing. 

The Navy fields teams in all 
canoe and kayak disciplines 
including surf, slalom, freestyle, 
marathon and polo. 

Training for all disciplines takes 
place at unit canoe clubs and all 
standards are welcome. Details 
from Ll Cdr Wood at HMS 
Temeraire on 9380 25623, 


Judo players 
Channel their 
abilities 

THE RN's judo squad headed 
across the Channel to Guernsey 
to hone their skills for a weekend 
and bolster Channel Islanders' 
hopes in the upcoming Islands 
Games in Rhodes, writes CPO 
John Thacker\ senior coach. 

The weekend consisted of 
coaching sessions for all grades, 
a grading and a competition 
between the RNJA and the Judo 
Association of Guernsey select. 

Saturday saw CPO Thacker 
and Peter Powell (RN Senior 
Coach and Hampshire BJA) 
oversee the grading. 

Both were impressed by the 
fighting spirit, discipline and 
general behaviour of the junior 
players, who suffer from the same 
problem as the seniors: lack of 
opponents. 

The main event was On the 
Sunday. After the initial round 
of lighting the competition was 
drawn (3-3). As the teams were 
equal on points as well as wins 
this led to a fight-off in which the 
Navy' was victorious. 

The Guernsey players' Jack of 
competition experience showed 
but it was neverthless a really 
close contest; the one thing 
the islanders were lacking was 
opponents. 

“Their technical judo was very 
good but their contest work was a 
bit weak - one of die reasons why 
we were there to help them,” said 
CPO Thacker, 

“It’s obviously difficult on an 
island to find a different group of 
people to fight." 

Knight moves 

THE Combined Services chess 
championships will be hosted by 
the RAF College at Cranwell in 
May with the hope of larger RN 
participation this year. 

The Navy has been fairly 
sparsely represented at recent 
contests, but Fit Lt Glen Parker 
(yes, a Crab, but he's air director 
in HMS Ark Royal) is looking to 
muster a team for the May 24-28 
championships. 

Details from him at 2l2-fc3@ 
a.dii.mod.uk 


Lions paw cockerels 



Dallas, which was 

also in Martinique, hJMFiM , 

came on to the pitch. 

The French ■ 

continued as they nj 
had left off with some 
incisive attacking play, 
but the Lions again put ^ 
up a stern defence and held 
fast against a determined side. 

Lancaster eventually regained 
control and some slick back 
work saw Sabin dash for the 
corner, only to be pulled down 
with a shocking high tackle. 
The ensuing penalty was taken 
quickly by Berry and, with a 
miss pass to Sheldon, the fly 
half crashed over the line to 
score a second try. 

With the clock running down 
and the Lions dominating, the 
French were struggling to hold 
on and continued to show ill 
discipline. After yet another 
penalty, the experience of 
Sheldon came to the fore, 
electing to kick for goal instead 
of running at the strong French 
defence. With a large slice of 


luck, 
his ‘Jonny 

Wilkinson style' 
attempt hit one post, 
then the other and went 
over. 

With only two minutes 
to play the French 
mounted their final 
onslaught, but the Lions 
held their composure for 
a w el I - d eserved 13-12 
victory. 


Picture: LA(Phot) Luis Holden, 
FftPU Whale island 


THE French cockerel was 
subdued but only after 
giving the Lancaster Lions a 
bloody nose in Martinique. 

The second match of 
the frigate’s rugby tour saw 
the Lions (roundly beaten in 
Barbados last month) dash with 
the French Combined Forces 
team on the Caribbean Island. 

Having given Lt Emma Garey 
RN, the Club Secretary, a 
rousing send off in St Thomas, 
the Lions geared themselves 
for their second game without 
their number one fan and 
cheerleader 

The Lions played at dawn to 
avoid the searing temperature. 
Despite superior numbers and 
the French team being members 
of a local league side, captain 
OM 'Chuck’ Berry fed his team 
out undaunted. 

A number of tactical and 
positional changes had been 
made since the last game which 
saw the veteran Combined 
Services flanker, Lt Cdr Mark 
Shefdo, playing at 10. 

This turned out to be an 
inspired decision by club 
manager PO George Logan as 
it allowed this "old head' time to 
control the game, although his 
kicking was a little rusty. 

The first quarter was 
dominated by the Lions with 
some strong work in the set 
pieces from the front row PO 
George Greening, PO(STD) 
'Smokey’ Coles and LET(ME) 


‘Shep’ Woo I lard. 

This allowed the Lions’ backs 
plenty of space and ball; an 
incisive run from ET(ME) Jules 
Farebrother strongly supported 
by WC2 Mick Hawkes saw the 
Lancastrians earn a penalty 
close to the line. 

Berry, playing with his usual 
verve, tapped quickly and fed 
Sheldon who crashed through 
two players to touch down. 

It all seemed too easy and 
it was no surprise to see the 
French come storming back 
to try to control the game. The 
Lions were on the back foot but 
once again some fierce forward 
defence from LPT Steve Homer 
and Lt Matt Longman kept the 
French at bay. Despite a valiant 
effort from numbers 1 to 15, 
some clever footwork and quick 
passing in the French back line 
saw them even the score. 

The Lions continued fighting 
and a strong run from ‘man of 
match' Farebrother saw deep 
penetration of the French half; 
however the ball was turned 
over and the clearance kick saw 
LET(ME) Kris Sabin pick it up 
and get slammed by the French 
forwards. The ball was lost and 
the Lions were again on the 
back toot. Only a desperate act 
resulting in a penalty stopped 
the French from scoring. 

The Lions repelled three 
forward surges, but finally the 
mighty wall was breeched after 
another quick penalty. The try 
was converted resulting in a 


score line of 12-5 to the French. 

Half time came and a few 
changes were made, the 
Lions became a truly 








Squash sides 
whitewashed 

NAVY squash players left 
RAF Halton trophyless after 
a bruising Inter-Service 
championship. 

Army squash is very strong 
at the moment and it was 
generally considered that the 
soldiers would take the majority 
of the titles, particularly after 
announcing that they would 
be unveiling a new recruit from 
Sandhurst who had been 75th 
in world rankings in 2006, writes 
Lt Cdr David Cooke, Secretary 
RNSRA. 

The RN U25s opened 
proceedings against the RAF. 
Although OM Richard Rowley 
(HMS Middleton) and Mne 
Martin Sadler (HMS Iron Duke) 
both won comfortably as our 
No.1 and No.2 seeds, the 
remainder of the team all lost. 

The Navy veterans playing 
against an ever-youthful Army 
veterans side never got a look 
in apart from Lt Cdr Robin 
Young (Fleet HQ} who took the 
current Combined Services 
champion to five games before 
finally running out of steam. 

In the seniors section, 

Captain Damien May RM (771 
NAS) at No.1 t played some 
outstanding squash against 
an effervescent RAF player 
who ran May into the ground 
and took the match 3-0. The 
remaining RN senior players 
fared no better and the RN went 
down 5-0. 

The morning of the second 
day saw a heavy snowfall (6- 
7in) and as a result the majority 
of the Senior Service's ladies 
team and two of their Army 
opponents were unable to get 
to Hatton. 

A decision was made to 
withdraw the Navy team from 
the competition, allow the one 
RN lady player to play as a non¬ 
scoring player for the Army and 
make the Ladies event Army 
vs RAF; the latter ran out 4-1 
victors. 

A be low- strength RN 
veterans side were next on 
against last year's champions 
the RAF, and found a beefed up 
Air Force team which included a 
player recently moved up from 
their senior squad. 

The Navy were no match and 
went down 5-0. 

The final section of the day 
brought on the eagerly-awaited 
arrival of the ‘world ranker’, 
to play against Navy No.1 
Damien May, who was very 
much looking forward to the 
experience. 

May took seven points off 
his opponent in the first game, 
but paid the price afterwards, 
the Army player showing 
much class and fitness and 
demonstrating quality squash 
of the highest older, bundled 
May into 9-0, 9-2 in the last two 
games. 

The remaining seeds went 
through a similar pattern, each 
RN player losing 3-0. 

The final day began with the 
RAF vs Army U25s contest and 
brought up no surprises with 
a very competitive Army team 
coming home champions. 

Next on court was the 
veterans final where once again 
the RAF were too strong tor the 
Army and sneaked home 3-2. 

The final series of matches 
brought together the Army and 
RAF seniors, with the No.1 
seeds last on court. 

By the time the pair came on 
court the match had already 
been decided, and yet another 
master class of squash from the 
‘new boy 1 , who destroyed his 
opponent, ensuring victory for 
the Army 4-1. 

Over the three days, there 
was a lot of top quality squash 
in evidence and although the 
RN did not come away with 
any trophies, there is cause for 
optimism providing top players 
are available to take part. 

The venue for next year's 
event is already settled: HMS 
Temeraire between February 5 
and 7. 

Champions: U25s - Army; 
Ladies - RAF; Veterans - RAF; 
Seniors - Army. 


The taming of 
the screws 



• A Torquay player falls under the challenge of a teammate during 
the training day at BRNG 


Onside with Capt Paul 
Cunningham, RNFA 



TORQUAY United 

Football Club underwent 
a day's leadership and 
team-building training 
at Britannia Royal Naval 
College Dartmouth. 

In the morning they trained 
in preparation for their fixture 
with Barnet in League Two (the 
sides drew one apiece). And in 
the afternoon they utilised the 
low ropes course to improve their 
leadership and team-building 
skills. 

“We are pleased to host 
TUFC and strengthen the Royal 
Navy’s relationship within the 
community/' BRNC and TUFC 
are both looking for similar 
qualities in their people; leadership 
skills whilst also being good team 
players/' said Cdre Tim Harris, 
Commodore of BRNC. 

C T am glad TUFC enjoyed 
utilising the excellent facilities 
available here at BRNC and we 
wish them every success for the 
rest of the season.” 

The players of TUFC will 
definitely have to live up to the 
Navy’s motto 0Ready to Fight and 
Win'), for the rest of the season if 
they are to safeguard their Football 
League status; they were propping 
up the entire league as Navy News 
went to press. 

Meanwhile, the RNFA dinner 
will be held on June 15 at the 
Queens Hotel in Southsea. The 
dinner is open to anyone who has 
been involved with Navy football 
as an administrator, player, coach, 
or match official. Details from 
our website or die RNFA Office, 
HMS Temeraire, Burnaby Road, 
Portsmouth, POl 2HE. Tel 023 
9272 2671 / 

RESULTS 

RN Seniors 2 Prison Service 1 

A great start to 2007 for the seniors 
in an annual friendly fixture. The 
Prison Service took die lead on 
31 minutes from die spot when 
keeper Mne ‘Snags' Whitehead 
was deemed to have fouled the 
opposition striker. 

The goal sparked some life into 
the Navy and CPO(PT) Fraser 
Quirkc, a veteran widi more than 
100 caps and captain for the day, 
unleashed a shot on the turn 
which was brilliantly saved by the 
opposing keeper. 

The game lacked any real 
pattern of play for a considerable 
time during the second half as 
both teams became frustrated with 
decisions and inconsistency. 

The Navy levelled the scores 
with 15 minutes remaining when 
Sgt Ritchie Hope bundled it over 
and four minutes into added time 
a free kick by DM Dave Berry was 
precisely delivered to Ritchie Hope 
who nodded a perfectly-placed 
header into the bottom corner of 
the net to seal a gutsy hard-fought 
victory 

RN Seniors 0 Civil Service 0 

Despite the scorelinc this was 
an exciting game with plenty of 
chances for both teams, but a 
combination of close misses, poor 
finishing, reverberating woodwork 
and some great goalkeeping 
resulted in a goalless draw. 

Unusually die Navy played a 
different keeper in each half and 
both excelled. 

WE A Steve Sheakey mode 
two outstanding saves before 
die interval and QM Matt Short 
matched his colleague with some 
equally impressive stops in the 
second half. 

RN Women 0 Yeovil Ladies 7 

The Navy’s women's team was 
decimated by injuries and non¬ 
availability, and this led to debuts 


for AEs Tulley and Collins (both 
Collingwood), and the return from 
retirement of PO Becky Webb. 

While the result was very 
disappointing, the effort from 
the Navy team was once again 
commendable all the way through 
to the final whisde. The RN tried 
to get their passing game going 
and play some football through 
their midfielders, but came up 
against a team which was well- 
organised and showed the benefits 
of playing regularly. 

Mention must go to LREG 
Garrett (Richmond) and PO 
Webb (Heron) for re-forming dieir 
partnership at the back, and Wtr 
Naomi Marsh (Nelson), the RN 
captain, who kept die team going 
through a tough game, 

RN Women 4 Met Police 1 

The RN(W) travelled up to Surrey 
to face their first game of the 
New Year against the Met Police, 
welcoming back LAEM Gascoigne 
(Sultan) from last season’s injury 
list and GM(C) Izzy Molyneaux- 
Jacobs (Exeter), who was asked to 
fill in at right back. 

In bright sunshine and on an 
excellent surface, the police ladies 
scored against the run of play 
and this galvanised our team into 
lengthy periods of pressure which 
resulted in an equaliser from 
'Gazza’ after 30 minutes. 

Shortly after half time a 
25yrd screamer from ET ‘Eddie 1 
Edwards (Tyne) put the Navy 
ahead and they dominated most of 
the second half. With five minutes 
left, ET Kimie Caphill made it 3-1 
and ‘Gazza' added a fourth shortly 
afterwards. Once again Marsh 
gave a true captain’s performance, 
despite suffering from gastric flu 


and a mid-match chunder ( ooh, 
too much information - Ed). 

RN U18s 4 London 2 

After a first half of limited chances, 
where AB Steve Hawke (Raleigh) 
drew a good save from the London 
keeper early on and WE A Barker 
(Collingwood) in the RN goal 
produced three great stops, the 
Navy side started the second half 
with the wind at their backs. 

The RN took the lead after 55 
minutes when MEM Danny Kerr 
(Exeter) fired in a free kick from 
the right and AB Hawke rose to 
power a header past the keeper. 

Unfortunately the sailors only 
held the lead for two minutes 
before London equalised from a 
quick throw in. 

Before we could settle, ET(WE) 
Farnsworth (Collingwood) was 
stretchered off and from a free 
kick London went 2-1 ahead. 

To the players' credit they 
continued to press and from the 
same position as the firsL goal 
MEM Kerr curled the ball into 
the far corner to get the Navy back 
on terms. 

WE A Ritchie (Collingwood) and 
OM Newman (Liverpool) were 
standing firm at the back, denying 
London any chances, so with 15 
minutes left, sub OM Newton 
(Northumberland) nodded the 
ball down for AET Henderson 
(Sultan) to put the RN 3-2 ahead 
and in the dying minutes AB 
Hawke rifled in, the fourth, sealing 
a well-deserved win. 

There were some notable 
performances from ET (WE) 
Gunnery and Farnsworth and 
WEA Barker on their debuts, as 
well as WEA Ritchie and MEM 
Kerr. 


An ice start to 2007 

THE RN Destroyers the Navy's ice hockey side - opened 2007 with 
an annihilation of the Army Air Corps. 

The two sides clashed at Basingstoke with a rim out for some new 
players and a chance for experienced Destroyers to warm up after the 
festive break. 

The ‘Wilson Twins’ CTTom (DCSC Chicksands) and WEA Kieran 
(Collingwood) led the RN attack w r ith six goals apiece and LOM(C) 
Daz Smalley (Gloucester) bagged a hat-trick in the 18-0 whitewash of 
the flying soldiers. 

The Destroyers go ‘on tour 5 in May with matches against the Cardiff 
Titans, Met Police (in Slough), Newcastle Coyotes (in Whitley Bay) and 
finally the Newcastle Predators (also in Whitley Bay). 

The tour will be a good test of the Destroyers’ ability ahead of the 
Inter-Service Championships from June 13-17 (venue to be decided). 

More details on the sport can be found at www.ptczo.com/ 
rn ice hoc key or by contacting team manager Kev Cave at cave903@ 
hotmail,co.uk 
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Gym with ice, please 


IN A wood-pannelied hut, buried amid snowdrifts 6ft high, sits die 
Navy's Arctic gym, used daily by die men and women of the Commando 
Helicopter Force on deployment to Norway. 

The gym is headed by LPT James Pieton {pictured above by LA(Phoi) 
Paul A 7 Barrow ), the Clockwork PT (it’s the Clockwork deployment, you 
see), who has driven his considerable energy into making the Icarus Club 
at Bardufoss a hub of activity for the men and women of the CHF. 

The venue offers a few extras which don't usually appear in RN gyms 
- the ski store holds skis, boots and winter warmers to ensure that even 
the most nervous novice is fully kitted up for the nearby ski slopes. 

(It seems that once upon a time the sight of intrepid skiers in pussers’ 
trousers and jackets was not unusual on the Norwegian hills.) 

Five organised ski trips take place each week to encourage the aircrew" 
and engineers out on to the slippery slopes of the nearby mountains, 
although Glubz himself is slightly reticent about his own skills: “The last 
time T went on a skiing trip I broke my nose - I couldn't ski for a week ” 

Boasting almost 30 cardiovascular and weight machines, the Arctic 
gym also provides those RN and RM missing the sun's cheer with three 
sunbeds to top up their tans in the wintry weather. 

The clubstvinger built up links with the local Norwegian Military gym 
at Bardufoss, with access to dieir circuit training, climbing walls and 
indoor football pitches. 

Indeed the CHF mustered two teams for the Northern Norway five-a- 
side football competition in Fins ness in January. 

Competition - boosted by the desire to play in England football training 
shirts, loaned to the CHF players by the RN Football Association - ran 
high for places, but eventually two teams of nine each were selected from 
the ardent IDs and RM footballers. 

After a strong performance against the Norwegian teams, the two 
CHF teams finished in the top fifteen of the 48 competitors. 

LPT Pieton said: “Overall the teams played nearly two hours of 
competitive football against some of the best footballers in north Norway 
which is a credit to themselves. 

“They played with great sportsmanship and served us well as 
ambassadors of the Service and our country.” 



roya Inavy-mpd, u kdootb a 11 


Inter-Services 

Football 

Championship 

2007 

Navy v Army 


Fratton Park, Portsmouth 

Wednesday 14 th March 2007 

Kick off at 7.30pm with Royal 
Marine band from 7pm 

Free admission 

Sir David Richards, Chairman of the 
Football Foundation and the FA Premier 
League, accompanied by the Second Sea Lord, 
will present the cup to the winning team on 
completion of the match* 
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Next month 



SPORT 




Sowing the 
wind - first 
of our special 
Falklands 
supplements 


How Doris 
kept the Hun 
at bay: the 
Battle of Arras 
90 years on 
- souvenir 
supplement 


Tents time in 
Mozambique 
- how to deal 
with a natural 
disaster 


Ace DC - life 
aboard the 
Falklands’ 
guardship 


And 


Iwww.navyrugby union:co ;uk-- 


Saturday 5th May 2007 
^Twickenham Stadium 

pates of!tn 11.45a?rr-, 

iWjpm i ’ 


Sleigh racers 
make world 
take notice 

THREE Royal Marine bobsleigh 
riders helped earn a double 
top-ten finish for Britain at the 
World Championships in St 
Moritz. 

Mne Lee Johnston (captain 
of the RNRM Bobsleigh team, 
four-time Winter Olympian and 
GB1) finished in fifth position 
after four runs, completing his 
best four-man finish ever 

Teammates Gapt Kail 
Johnston RM (Lee's brother 
based at CTC RM) and CpI 
John Jackson (AFCO Ipswich) 
pushed the GB2 sled driven 
by Corporal Net! Scarisbrick 
(Parachute Regt) to ninth 
position out of the 26 teams 
- giving British bobsleigh its 
best result in years. 

An incredible standard was 
set early on by the Swiss, led by 
Ivo Rueegg, achieving start and 
track records which propelled 
Switzerland to a gold medal, 
while Pierre Lueders of Canada 
moved up two positions in 
the final run to take the silver 
medal. 

Defending World and Olympic 
Champion Andre Lange from 
Germany took the bronze with 
only four-hundredths of a 
second separating second and 
fourth places. 

Mne Johnston took fifth 
place with an overall time of 4m 
21.63s (.17 of a second faster 
than Russian Evgeni Popov in 
sixth place). 

“This is an excellent result,” 
said RNRM bobsleigh manager 
Lt Graeme Stringer (RNAS 
Yeovilton). 

“Recent years have seen Lee 
make steady progress through 
four Winter Olympics but top 
ten results have been difficult to 
achieve against the high-class 
and well-funded opposition of 
the more traditional winter sport 
nations. 

“For the RNRM bobsleigh 
team to be a part of two 
top-ten results at this level is 
phenomenal and undoubtedly 
bodes well for future seasons 
while the British Bobsleigh 
Team prepares for the 
Vancouver Games in 2010. 

“it is very encouraging to see 
the development of the Navy 
athletes within the national 
squad continuing to make 
steady progress. " 

n Naval triumph on the historic 
Gresta Run, page 45 


seals cup win 


A PULSATING last eight minutes of 
Rugby League saw RNRL power their 
way through to the second round of the 
Carnegie Challenge Cup against one of 
the North West's finest amateur sides. 

Oldham’s Waterhead - National Conference League 
Division Two leaders - were expected to progress 
despite the long trek from Greater Manchester to 
Pompcy, 

And they would have done were it not for a final 
rally by the Navy which clinched one of the most 
exciting matches seen at Burnaby Road in RNRL’s 
ten-year history, writes WO Keith Humpleby RNRL 
spokesman . 

The dash w T as a true see-saw affair from beginning 
to end with the sides swapping tries throughout the 
first half. 

The RN scored three tries with powerful prop 
Lewis Taylor crossing after just three minutes to open 
the scoring. 

Seli Ruinamasi bagged a brace during the half to 
continue his rich vein of form and Scott Partis kicked 
two conversions to push the RN score to 16 points at 
the break. 

The visitors however matched the RN point for 
point; winger Carl Sneyd grabbed two tries and two 
conversions. Thanks to Alan Williamson’s late try the 
scores were all square at the break. 

Waterhead rocked die RN straight from the restart 
with Sneyd completing his hat trick of tries as well as 
landing another touchline conversion. 

For the first time in the match the RN had to come 
from behind, this was done by substitute Marc Warren 
who celebrated his return to 1st XIII action with a try 


in the corner. 

Waterhead then enjoyed their best spell of the match 
with centre Darren Nixon stretching die visitors lead 
with a well-worked try, yet again converted by Carl 
Sneyd, 

With ten minutes to go and eight points down 
things were looking bleak for the home side but 
under die leadership of skipper Steve Lockton, the 
■"Brothers' rallied. 

When Janies Wagstaffe went over to bring the 
RN within four points it seemed Lhat an upset w f as 
possible. 

Despite missing a couple of earlier touchline 
attempts Partis coolly put over the conversion, 
26-28. 

ITie next RN attack brought a penalty 35 metres 
out to the left of the posts, again Partis was on target 
and the sides were all square again. 

In a frantic final few minutes Waterhead missed 
a match-winning drop goal attempt but again gave 
away a penalty in a similar position. 

The home crowd could hardly bear to look but 
once again Partis was on target and kicked his side to 
a memorable win. 

It was a great result for the Service and as the 
Rugby League media has stressed, RNRL are die only 
British-based side outside the four traditional counties 
of the sport to advance to the second round. 

Once again the Navy have been drawn at home 
- and again to National Conference League Division 
Two opposition - for their second round clash, 
Normanton Knights. 

It's the third time in four years the two teams have 
faced each odier in the Challenge Cup, With one win 
apiece there is everything to play For, 


Sharpshooters 
take aim with 
Uncle Sam 


9 770028 1670 


• Double try scorer Sell 
Buinamast powers his way 
towards the Waterhead fines 
during the nail-biting Challenge 
Cup victory 


Kneller Ha El: 

1030Hrs Army Women v Royal Navy Women 
1030lirs Army Veletans v Royal Navy Veterans 

RFU Main Stadium: 

1 zoom's Combined Services U23s v English Universities U23s 
1330 tits The Oaily Telegraph National Emerging Schools Rugby Festival 
Hancock j 420hrs B a ml of The 0 Like of Yo rtf's R oyal Military Snhnnl Dover 

1 SOOhtrs Army v Navy for The Babcock Trophy 

Tickets - Adults rz0iEi3 Juniors fit) - Discounts hr Families a Stfruofs 
Apply to: THe Secretary Royal Navy Riqby Union. HMS Temeraue, Burnaby Heart, Pmlsmnulh P01 2HB 

Fax: 023 4272 4BB4 ■ Group Booking (ZDff Tel: 023 9272 5233 Sea (Her Idr BCimng Form ! 

Booking Hotline - 0870 444 6633 * www.navyfugbyunion.co.uk 


Late late show 
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Chronology 

1772 

Lord Mansfield makes a 
judgment mat any stave 
'setting foot in TBn'tam 
Becomes free 

1787 ■ 

Sierra Leone founded by 
Abolitionists as a refuge for 
[{berated slaves 

1802 

Slave trade made illegal in 
Denmark 
March 25 1807 
Sfave trade, becomes illegal in 
Great (Britain and the T 1 S 31 . 
British Act of 1S07 offers 
generous bounties for slaves 
liberated 
1808 

(First _ Brirish_ anti-slavery 
patrols in African waters, 
but could only challenge 
Rritisb shivs 

1810 

Ti rs r A ng 1 0 - To rti ig uese _ 
treaty (Tortuqai to load 
slaves only at net own ports) 

1811 

Slave trading made a felony 
in (Britain, Britain insti rates 
anti-slavery patrol 

181.4 

Slave trade illegal in 
‘Holland 

1815 

Seco nd A\ \g lo - To rtuguese 
treaty:_ slave trade remains 
legal for *Portuguese ships 
south of the equator 
Congress of Vienna: a_ 
gen era l cohdemna tion of 
slaveni issued 

1817 . . 

Spainprofxwits slave trading 
north of the eguator 
Court of Mixed Commission 
set up at Sierra Leone 
Anglo-Tortuguese _ treaty 
ceding the right of search 
north of the equator 

1818 

Appeal in the case of Trench 
slaver Louis, captured by a 
'British vessel and confiscated 
for slave trading. Sir william 
Scott ruled that evidence 


Scott ruled that evident 
of the ship's engagement h 
me slave' trade could onlx 


be obtained by a scare fl, 
and that searching a ship 
flying a foreign flag in 
' 1 ntc r L ?latio Fia( waters was 
unlawful unless specifically 
sanctioned by treaty. 

Trearv between Britain and 
tfte Tdetherlands , granting 
the right of search 

1819 ■ 

West Coast of Africa made 
a separate naval station 

1820 

Spain outlaws sfave trade. 

Slave trade equated with 
piracy in the ‘I ISA. 

'Liberia founded by the 
A1 ne rica 11 Colo nizat io n 
Satiety 

1822 f 

A ng lo - Du tc h t re a ty 

incorporating an equipment 
clause 

1824 

Slave trade equated with 
piracy in BritainHead 
money for liberated slaves 
greatly reduced 
Trea ty between Britain and 
Sweden, granting the right 
of search 

1825 

Tirstoj 
stave U 

by commodores of rne Africa 
S q uadro n for de tac hed 
service 

1828 

Brazil becomes independent 
of‘Portugal 

Anglo-Brazilian treaty 
slave ttude to become illegal 
from 1823 north of the (me 

1828 

Trance institutes an ti- 
slavery patrol 

1830 

‘Head money for liberated 
slaves aqa U t " reduced 

1831 

Slave trading made illegal 
in Trance 

1833 

Anglo-Trench treaty 
allowing _ reciprocal rights 
of search within specified 
areas off the coasts of Africa, 
Brazil and tire West Tidies. 
‘Emancipation Act abolishes 
slavery' throug h 0 at iritis h 
(Empire ana compensates 
slave-owners 

1834 

Spain accepts equipment 
clause 

• Front page - boats from HM 
Ships Penelope, Larne and Eclair 
burn barracoons in West Africa 


‘Can we flatter oursefves that the mischief which the sfave trade has created wilf \ 
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PLAN OF A SUAVE VESSEL. 
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S LAVERY and warfare 
are among man’s 
earliest vices, and 
from earliest times have 
been closely connected. 

To the victorSj the spoils; to 
the vanquished - those whose 
lives were spared - the chains 
and tribulations of slavery. 

In its various forms, slavery has 
been practised around the world, 
from people bought and sold as 
chattels to bondsmen paying off 
the debts of their forefathers. 

Rut the slave trade represented a 
fundamental change, from by-product 
of battle to a profitable industry. 

Among the earliest practitioners 
were the Portuguese, Spanish and 

• HMS Black Joke chasing Spanish 
slaver El Almirate in the Bight of 
Benin. The brig, a former slave 
ship bought by the RN in 1827, 
was the most successful ship in the 
Preventive Squadron, capturing nine 
slavers in a 16-month period 


• A plan of a slave vesselshowing how tightly packed the staves were for an Atlantic crossing which 
could last for wonths 


A toast to your health 
- drunk in black vomit 


SAILORS deployed to the West 
Coast of Africa would have been 
filled with trepidation. 

Known as the White Man's 
Grave, it consisted of hundreds 
of miles of mosquito-plagued 
shoreline, rivers and jungle, with 
few anchorages which were safe 
from both the ocean and disease. 

llie constant grind of blockade, 
interspersed with the occasional 
chase, took its toll of morale as 
well as health, and an outbreak of 
sickness could break the spirit of a 
ship's company. 

Chances to go ashore were few 
and far between because of the 
high risk of disease. 

Malaria and yellow fever, both 
transmitted through mosquito 
bites, and dystentery took their 
toll, and between 1825 and 1845 
the percentage of sailors who died 
of disease on the West Africa station 
was greater than any other, in one 
year the squadron lost 25 per cent 
of its strength, mainly to disease. 

The coast of Sierra Leone 
was of particular concern, with 
Naval surgeon Alexander Bryson 
noting incessant chest complaints, 
rheumatism, dysentery, yellow 
fever ('black vomit’) and malaria 
(The vapours’). 

Naval medics such as Bryson, 
Baikia and McKinnel, through 
close observation of the progress 
and spread of diseases, began to 
build a firm foundation for future 
treatments - but on occasions the 
methods by which an advance was 
made verged on the macabre. 

One widely-reported incident 


occured on board HMS Sybille, 
when a sailor was struck down 
with yellow fever, 

Sgn McKinnel assured them that 
the disease was not contagious, but 
many believed they were doomed 
and few offered to help nurse the 
sick and dying. 

As the victim lay dying, 
McKinnel told a man to collect the 
black vomit, and bring it to him. 
On receiving it, he poured it 
into a glass and offered it to the 
First Officer, who not surprisingly 
refused. 

At this McKinnel toasted the 
officers health, drank down the 
contents of the glass, then strode 
around the deck for an hour or so 
to prove there were no tricks. 

He then ate a good dinner, 
and suffered no iII-effects T a 
fact which was not lost on 
the crew. 

The sighting of a slave trader 
attempting to break through the 
blockade and screening cruisers 
did not always lift the spirits. 
Those seized just off the coast of 
Africa would perhaps not be in too 
bad a state, but those well into the 
Middle Passage or approaching 
the coast of the Americas were 
commonly said to be identifiable 
several miles downwind because 
of the appalling stench. 

Sailors who went on board 
these ships would frequently have 
been horrified by the conditions 
they found. 

In the worst cases, dozens of 
slaves would have been packed 


close together on their sides with 
barely three feet of headroom, 
lying in urine, excrement and 
vomit which had accumulated over 
weeks of the transatlantic passage. 
To the south of the equator, 
w T here favourable winds blow 
towards the coast of Brazil, the 
sailing tended to be easier - which 
tempted slavers to use boats which 
were far from seaworthy. 

Not every slaver was a monster 
- there were those who preferred a 
smaller cargo in peak condition at 
the journey's end rather than a 30 
per cent mortality rate. 

But for every spark of decency, 
whether through finer feelings or 
hard-nosed business acumen, there 
were plenty of outrages which 
helped fuel the lire of abolitionists. 

There are countless tales of 
slave ships where slaves were 
dropped over the side to drow r n. 

One of the best-known examples 
was the Zong, sailing to Jamaica in 
late 1781 with more than 400 
slaves crammed on board. 

When disease broke out, killing 
a handful of crew and around 60 
slaves, the ship’s master threw r 
more than 130 sick Africans to 
their deaths over three days - 
insurers would not pay out for 
a slave who died of disease, but 
would for one lost by drowming. 

On returning to England the 
owners claimed, but lost on appeal 
for a fraudulent claim. 

However, the case made a 
powerful impression on the 
English public, and became a 
rallying point for abolitionists. 



• Preventive 


of the Congo River in W 


The rise and fall of 


THE PREVENTIVE Squadron, as the ships of 
the West Africa Station were known, were 
not necessarily the Royal Navy's finest. 

In the early days, split off from the main 
Cape of Good Hope Station in 1819, there 
were not enough of them, and they were 
largely an assortment of smaller brigs, 
sloops and gunboats which could be spared 
from other duties. 

And even when the squadron was more 
numerous, newer slavers comfortably 
outpaced warships. 

But the Admiralty gave its officers a 
degree of latitude in these inhospitable 
waters which led to some imaginative 
solutions to knotty problems - and required 
them to tread a very fine line between legal 
pursuit of British anti-si a very policy and 
state-sponsored piracy. 

One such solution was the joint purchase 
by officers of captured ex-slavers - two of 
the most successful being the Black Joke 
(ex-Henriquetta) and the Fair Rosamond, 


But the practice by traders of: 
back their former ships becan 
to Parliament, which in 1835 d€ 
captured ships must be destro] 
Although a high seas chase 
was a valuable boost to morale 
of catching a renegade vessel 
were pretty small, so other tac 
adopted in addition to offshore 
With the screw turning on 
could not afford the luxury of 
several ports to barter for ste 
would almost certainly be inter 
Slave dealers therefore se 
known as barracoons, where 
slaves could be gathered until: 
seeking a cargo. 

Naval officer Joseph Denmar 
for a crippling blockade Of the 1 
obtained permission by the 
chief to burn the Spanish b 
1840, which freed 841 slaves. 
The barracoons were not sul 
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iff not fe remembered for many ages , to our reproach?’ - Lord QrenviUc, ‘British ‘Prime Minister, 1806 
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maritime supremacy. 

The anti-slavery movement 
gained momentum, despite the 
fact the country was at war. 

A crucial milestone on the long 
road to eradicating slavery was the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in 
1807, but it also heralded a period 
of exhaustive and often frustrating 
diplomacy, occasionally backed by 
a show of strength. 

There was no universal 
peacetime framework which 
allowed warships from one nation 
to stop and search a merchant ship 
from another, unless specified in a 
bilateral treaty. 

And it was this slow, painstaking 
but successful path which the 
Foreign Office chose to follow. 

The fact that Britain was at war 
with France initially made that 
part of the plan Straightforward - 
neutral ships trading with French 
ports were fair game, affecting 
dozens of American ships and 
causing a breach between the 
two countries which prevented 
bilateral treaties for many years. 

Many nations also believed that 
the underlying reason behind this 
muscular enforcement of moral 
righteousness was a desi re to h amper 
foreign shipping to the advantage 
of British merchantmen. 

But those who saw* it as an 
altruistic crusade ploughed on, 
with each deal chipping away at 
the monolithic transatlantic trade 
as other navies stumped up ships 
for their own anti-slavery patrols. 

Frustrations included the 
adoption of false flags by slave 
traders, who w r ould swatch identity 
depending on the nationality of 
the interrogating warship. 

A wrong move by a Naval officer 
could open him up to expensive 


legal action at the very least. 

Local arrangements, such as the 
Paine-Tucker agreement of 1840 
between British and American 
officers, could be swiftly snuffed 
out by pedantic governments. 

And the judiciary could not be 
relied on. A Dutch judge at a Court 
of Mixed Commission (which dealt 
with seized slave ships) in Sierra 
Leone ruled that a treaty referred 
to ‘slaves' in the plural. 

That being the case, HMS 
Thistle's capture of a slave trader 
with just one slave remaining on 
board in 1819 (the rest had already 
been unloaded) was ruled illegal. 

Between 1817 and 1870 RN 
ships are estimated to have seized 
1,600 ships and freed 150,000 
slaves - and these numbers, 
though relatively small, still sent a 
powerful message to slave traders. 

A diplomatic coup in 1845 
by Lord Aberdeen, enforcing a 
neglected 1826 treaty with Brazil, 
quickly stemmed a massive flow 
of slaves, and American action 
against home-grown ships and 
traders - including the execution 
of slaveship master Nathaniel 
Gordon in 1862 - shut off Cuba. 

With no safe havens, slave- 
trading became a dangerous game 
and as prices fell, the transatlantic 
trade was all but dead by 1870. 

The cost to Britain was 
enormous — it is estimated that 
£20 million (at 1833 prices) was 
paid in compensation to slave 
owners, w r hile the cost of the 
West African Squadron cost £12 
million to support. 

And although the Atlantic had 
been cleared of slavers, the parallel 
trade in East Africa remained and 
is still active today off the Horn of 
Africa and other such places. 


Slow road to abolition 


Df the Preventive Squadron 
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were easily rebuilt, but the inconvenience 
of lost goods and records caused by the 
Navy’s strike at the root of the trade left 
slavers with a major headache. 

A legal challenge by one of the traders 
dragged through the English legal system 
until 1848, when the courts found in favour 
of Denman - at which point Charles Hotham, 
the commodore of the Preventive Squadron, 
promptly burned down the barracoons again. 

By this point the squadron numbered 30 
ships and 3,000 men patrolling some 3,000 
miles of unforgiving coast. 

They were also by now far more effective; 
1832 had seen the introduction of the paddle 
steamer HMS Pluto, which could explore the 
lower reaches of the great African rivers as 
well as defying the wind. 

It was not just disease which endangered 
the lives of British sailors* 

The Preventive Squadron’s battle cry 
of ‘Remember the Felicidadef recalls the 
capture of a Portuguese sfaver by that 


name, equipped with all the accoutrements 
of trading but with no cargo on board. 

A small party of sailors from HMS Wasp 
were given the job of sailing the Felicidade 
and her crew to a port for trial, but en route 
they captured another slaver and the RN crew 
was further split to provide another crew. 

When the slavers parted company from 
HMS Wasp, the slaver crews managed to 
break free and kill the British sailors. 

They were caught by HMS Star and 
brought to justice in England - but justice 
failed the Navy as the murderous crew were 
freed on appeal as there was no ‘equipment 
clause’ in treaties with Brazil allowing the 
Navy to seize empty slave ships which were 
fitted out lor slavery. 

Public uproar was exceeded only by the 
anger of the West African squadron, but 
their tireless efforts helped strangle the 
trade to such an extent that in 1869 the 
flotilla rejoined the Cape of Good Hope 
Station, Its job effectively completed. 


All images courtesy the Royal Naval Museum, Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard. Supplement compiled by Mike Gray 


Mediterranean seafaring nations, who 
generally targeted West Africa, and 
Arab traders, who ranged across north, 
east and west Africa. 

ITie pioneering Portuguese worked 
their way down the western coast of 
the dark continent in the 15th and 
16th centuries, seeking a passage to 
the East Indies but already starting to 
buy up slaves from local tribes. 

As far as the English are concerned, 
John Hawkins' voyage in 1562 marks 
the beginning of an enterprise which 
eventually displaced an estimated 2*3 
million Africans across the Atlantic to 
work in mines and plantations. 

The English operation had Royal 
approval from the outset, with Queen 
Elizabeth's ship Jesus of Lubeck a 
member of Hawkins* flotilla, and 
Charles II granting the Royal African 
Company, a charter in 1660 which gave 
it monopoly rights over slave trading. 

One of several nations who had 
trading bases in the country - others 
included Denmark, Sweden and the 
Netherlands - the English established 
a trading post at Cape Coast Castle, 
now in Ghana. 

The Castle was fortified, but by 
no means a stronghold, as Its 
modest European contingent 
worked closely with local tribal 
leaders in a mutually-produc- 
tive business relationship. 

It was in reality a slavery depot, 
where captives from the little-explored 
interior were incarcerated, maybe for 
weeks at a time, to await transport. 

The English helped elevate the slave 
trade to an industrial level, creating 
a smooth-running slave machine 
which helped power the econo mically- 
efficient and profitable triangular trade 
route. 

Goods w/ere shipped from Britain to 
Africa - a typical cargo might include 
guns, gunpowder, cotton cloth, brass 
. pots, clothing, brandy and rum, lead 
7 and copper bars, metal pots, copper 
rods, glassware and glass beads. 

These items were traded or used as 
gifts on arrival, and a cargo of slaves 
obtained for the second leg of the 
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immediate means to do so in the 
form of the Royal Navy, 

The standard was taken up by 
Thomas Clarkson and Granville 
Sharp, who set in train a pressure 
group whose modus operand} is still 
regarded as a classic campaign. 

Their Society for the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, formed in 1787, 
acted as a conduit for harrowing 
reports and images of the reality 
of slavery, which put some off the 
sugar in their tea and galvanised 
others into more effective action, 

William Wilberforce brought the 
movement to Parliament, forcefully 
arguing that the trade was inhumane 
and morally indefensible. 

He faced opposition in both 
blouses, many fearing an economic 
backlash, and even senior admirals • 
including Rodney and Cunningham 
- disagreed, saying the abolition of 
the trade would blight the ‘nursery 
of seamen’ which ensured British 


triangular trade cycle - the notorious 
Middle Passage. 

Once in the Americas, the slaves 
were sold in markets and the proceeds 
used to buy raw materials - among the 
principal ones being sugar - which was 
carried back to Britain, 

The ships used were primarily cargo 
vessels so the slaves packed on board 
these ships for the Middle Passage 
suffered horrific privations. 

Male slaves were ususally shackled 
together with leg irons, and with no 
sanitation on board the slave decks 
soon became stinking open sewers. 

Callous traders, in ships barely fit 
to cross the ocean, would expect up 
to a third of their cargo to die during 
the passage, though others invested 
more for a better return in terms of 
live humans. 

British cities grew wealthy on the 
back of this trade, chiefly Liverpool, \ 
though London and Bristol were not 
far behind. 

It was the same elsewhere in Europe 

- Portugal, with her colony Brazil, 
is thgought to have displaced 4,6 
million slaves, while Spain and Cuba 
transported 1,6 million. 

The lucrative English trade was 
protected at sea by the Royal Navy 

- though freed or escaped slaves were 
known to have served as free sailors in 
warships of the day. 

But by the early 19th century, 
thanks in no small measure to a leaflet 
campaign initiated by Naval surgeon 
James Ramsay in 1784, the horrors of 
the Middle Passage and other iniquities 
had so branded the British public’s 
conscience that the Senior Service w T as 
ordered to change course 180 degrees 
and help wipe slave trading from the 
face of the earth. 

Anti-slavery campaigners were canny 
enough to realise that objectives - the 
eradication of a lucrative trade - could 
not be achieved in one fell swoop. 

So they picked off their targets, first 
making the trading of slaves illegal, 
then taking on die primary evil of 
slavery itself; simple concepts which 
required a monumental effort, again 


led by the British. # A ship of the West African - or Preventive - Squadron 


THE BICENTENARY of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade Act 
in Britain was an event of global 
significance, outlawing the trade 
throughout the British Empire 
and barring British ships from 
participating. 

The UK w ? as one of the first 
major nations to abolish the slave 
trade, for humanitarian reasons, 
public pressure and economic 
factors 

Furthermore, the UK was the 
only nation w r ith the resolve and 


slave 
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Fight against 
evil traders 
far from over 

SLAVERY was formally 
abolished in the 19th century* 
but it still blights thousands of 
lives today* 

And while the Royal Navy is 
justifiably proud of its record in 
helping to strangle die transatlantic 
and East African trade, it must 
draw on that heritage for current 
operations against a range of 
evils. 

Almost two centuries after it 
began anti-slavery patrols* British 
warships arc still attempting 
to disrupt and eliminate slave 
trading* now referred to as human 
trafficking. 

The UK is a signatory to the 
1982 United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea, which 
prohibits the transport of slaves 
by sea* and British warships off 
the east coast of Africa, and in the 
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean 
play their part in ridding die seas 
of such illegal trade. 

Working closely with other 
UK Government agencies and 
international partners - the RN 
has no formal enforcement powers 
under domestic law to allow T 
the arrest of traffickers ships 
patrol the Caribbean* the Atlantic* 
Indian Ocean and the Gulf region 
to establish traffic patterns and 
spot suspicious vessels. 

Other illicit activities targeted 
on routine patrols by RN warships 
include narcotics, arms smuggling 
- including that in connection 
with terrorism and piracy, still 
a deadly risk to mariners off the 
coasts of Africa and parts of Asia. 


• Staves Rescued 
by HMS Philomel 
April 1893 (above) 

• A poster for the 
Chasing Freedom 
exhibition staged at 
Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard (left) 

rn HMS Gannet 
(1878) at Chatham 
Historic Do ckyard 
(right). The gunboat 
has been restored 
to the condition she 
was in when she was 
patrolling against 
slave traders off the 
east coast of Africa 


Gannet is survivor 
from slave patrols 


THE HISTORIC Dockyards 
of Chatham and Portsmouth 
are both marking the 
bicentenary of the abolition 
of the slave trade. 

Chadiam can boast an 
impressive link with the 
suppression of slave trading in 
the shape of a Victorian gunboat 
which actually participated in 
anti-slavery patrols off the coast 
of Africa. 

HMS Gannet (1878) under¬ 
took such patrols between 
1885 and 1888 in the Red Sea, 
intercepting Arab slave traders 
operating off the East Coast of 
Africa, around the Gulf and die 


Indian Ocean, 

Built on the Medway at 
Sheerness in 1878, Gannet is 
typical of the small warships 
which served during the heyday 
of the Victorian RN, showing 
the flag and policing the waters 
of the world . 

Originally powered by bodi 
sail and steam, Gannet has been 
restored to her 1886 condition 

precisely the time she was bat¬ 
tling the slave traders. 

The Chatham exhibition, 
which opens this month at the 
Museum* looks at links between 
Chatham and die slave trade, and 
at people from ethnic minorities 
who served in the Dockyard or 


with the Royal Navy, 

The exhibition at Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard, Chasing 
Freedom , has already opened to 
the public. 

Using illustrations and con¬ 
temporary accounts of RN per¬ 
sonnel, the exhibition looks at 
key aspects of the campaign 
against Atlantic slave traders. 

The exhibition runs at the RN 
Museum until January 2008, 
and is free with a valid admission 
ticket. 

There is an accompanying 
programme of schools workshops 
and community events. For de¬ 
tails, ring 023 9272 7584 or see 

ww w. royal n aval museum.org 


SeCectecC ‘Bibhoarayfiy 


www.royaCnavy.mocC.uC 
www.royafnavaCmuseum.org 


The Parliamentary Papers contain extensive 
information on alt aspects of rhe imppreNSHin 
of the slave trade, especially for the 1850s 
when the -question of whether or not to 
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Hugh G Soulsby (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 


Press, 1932) 

American slavers and the Federal law, 
1837-1862 by Warren S Howard (Los 
Angeles: University of California Press, 1963) 

The politics of slave trade suppression in 
Britain and Francs, 1614-48: diplomacy, 
morality and economics by Paul Michael 
Kielstra (London: Alarm idem, 2000} ISBN 
0-333-73026-7 

Official documents 

Instructions for the guidance of Her 
Majesty’s naval officers employed 
in the suppression of the slave trade 
(London: TR Harrison, 1844) 

This was the first set of official instructions. 
Later editions, in 1865, 1882 and 1892, are 
available, with some additional material. 
Note that there are separate volumes in 
1882, one general instructions and one 
particular instruction?: for officers serving 
on the West Coast of Afirica. 

[Regulations for commanding officers 
of Her Majesty's ships with regard to 
visiting merchant vessels suspected 
of fraudulently assuming the French 
flag] Untitled and undated four-page printed 
document, c. 1844 

Report on the climate and principal 
diseases of the African station by 

Alexander Brvson [London: W Clatves & 
Sons, 1847) 

King Guezo of Dahomey, 1850-52: the 
abolition of the slave trade on the west 
coast of Africa (London: The Stationery 
Office, 2002) 

General instructions and local orders for 
the squadron and naval establishments 
on the Cape of Good Hope and West 
Coast of Africa Station (Cape- Town: 
Admiralty print, 1858) See also later editions 

Regulations for the guidance of the 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in 
pursuance of the treaty of the 7th of April 
1662, between Her Britannic Majesty 
and the United States of America, for 
the suppression of the African slave 
trade (London: HMSO , 1868) 

Instructions for the guidance of the 
commanders of Her Majesty's ships of 
war employed in the suppression of the 
kidnapping trade (London: HMSO, 1873) 

Contemporary accounts 

A practical view of the present state of 
slavery in the West Indies: .. containing 
more particularly an account of the actual 


condition of the negroes In Jamaica: 
with observations on the decrease of 
the slave since the abolition of the slave 
trade, and on the probable effects of 
legislative emancipation by Alexander 
Barclay {London: Smith, Elder, 1826) 

Journal of an African cruiser by Horatio 
Bridge (London:Wiley & Putnam , 1845} 

A three years cruize in the Mozambique 
Channel for the suppression of the 
slave trade by Frederick 1 import Barnard 
(London: R Bentley, 1848) Reprinted 1969 
Six months’ service in the African 
blockade, from April to October, 1648, in 
command of HMS Bo nett a by Frederick 
E Forbes (London: R Bentley, 1849) 

A few remarks relative to the slave trade 
on the east coast of Africa; extracted 
from the voyage of the Nemesis by Sir 
William Hutcheon Hall (London: Savilh 
Edwards & Co, primers, n.d.) 

Slave catching in the Indian Ocean: a 
record of naval experiences by Philip 
Colomb (London: Longmans, Green, 1878) 
Dhow chasing in Zanzibar waters and on 
the eastern coast of Africa: narrative 
of five years' experiences in the 
suppression of the slave trade by GI, 
Sulivan (3rd ed., Lam don: Sampson Low , 
Matston, Low, & Seorle, 1873) 

The Secretary of the Admiralty presents 
his compliments to the Editor of the [ - ] 
and begs to communicate the following 
extracts from a report dated the 17th 
January, from Trincomalee, which has 
been received from Rear-Admiral W 
Gore Jones, the Commander-In-Chief 
on the East Indian Station, respecting 
the circumstances of the death cf 
Captain CJ Brawnrigg, Senior Naval 
Officer at Zanzibar, and the three men 
of HMS London, on the 3rd December 
fast in an encounter with an Arab stave 
dhow (1882) Press release with printed 
correspondence concerning the incident 

The suppression debate 

Collection des pieces principales 
annexees au rapport du President de 
la Reunion des Chevaliers Liberateurs 
des Esc laves blancs aussi-bien des 
noirs, en Afrique, assembles a Vienne, 
le 29- decembre 1814, e-t a Paris, le 15 
avril 1816 (Paris:A Belin, 1816) 

Letters to William Wilberforce, MP, 
recommending the encouragement of 


the cultivation of sugar in our dominions 
in the East Indies, as the natural and 
certain means of effecting the general 
and total abolition of the slave-trade 

bv James Cropper (Liverpool: Longman, 
Hunt, 1822) 

Reply to a letter from the Rev T Jackson 
In reference to the negroes in the West 
Indies by Henry Lister Maw (Doncaster: 
Charles White, 1838) 

The African slave trade and its remedy by 

Thomas Fowcll Buxton (London: J Murray , 
1840} 

Remedies for the slave trade by Maegregor 
Laird (London: PP Thoms, 1842} 

Sequel to ap peals m ade to the g overn me nt 
and people of Great Britain, against the 
Niger Expedition before its departure 
from England: with a letter, addressed 
to the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
SlC. &C. Ac. by Robert Jamieson (London: 
Smith, Elder, 1843) 

Is Central Africa to remain sealed against 
intercourse with the civilised world? 
Or, can means be devised by which 
an intercourse may be opened up?: a 
few remarks addressed to those who 
desire the amelioration of Africa: with 
an outline of a plan by which it is 
believed commercial intercourse with 
Central Africa may be established by 
Robert Jamieson (Liverpool: Turner & Rase, 
1844} 

Remarks on the slave trade and African 
Squadron by Henry James Matson (4th 
ed., London: Janies Ridgway, 1848} 

The case of our West-Afracan cruisers 
and West-African settlements fairly 
considered by George Smith (London: J 
Hatdtard, 1848} 

A plan for the immediate extinction of the 
slave trade for the relief of the West 
India colonies, and for the diffusion of 
civilization and Christianity in Africa, 
by the co-operation of Mammon with 
Philanthropy by William Allen (London; 
James Ridgway, 1849) 

Analysis cf the evidence given before 
the Select Committee upon the slave 
trade by a barrister (London: Partridge and 
Qakey, 1850 ) 

The African Squadron and Mr Hutt's 
committee by Joseph Denman (2nd rev.ed., 
London: John Alonimcr, n.d. fc.lSSOf) 


The African Squadron vindicated by Henry 

Yule (London: James Ridgway, 1850} 

The British squadron on the coast of 
Africa by Rev- J Lighten Wilson with notes 
by Captain HD Trotter, RN (London: James 
Ridgway, 1851) 

The African slave trade, I860: report from 
the Select Committee of the House of 
Lords appointed to consider the best 
means which Great Britain can adopt 
for the final extinction of the African 
slave trade, presented in Session 1850 
(London: Harrison & Sons, 1850) 

African slave trade - African Squadron. A 
question of great national Importance 
has lately been much agitated, namely, 
whether the measures in operation for 
the suppression of the slave trade, 
should, or shouid not, be abandoned. 
The following Circular relates to that 
subject, and your attentive perusal of It 
is earnestly requested (January, 1851) 
Regulated slave trade: from the evidence 
□f Robert Stokes, Esq, given before 
the Select Committee of the House of 
Lords, in 1649, with a plate showing 
the stowage of a British slave ship, 
during the regulated slave trade (2nd 
ed., London: James Ridgway, 1851} 

Remarks on the African Squadron by JS 
Mansfidd (London: James Ridgway, 1851 ) 
Extracts taken from the evidence taken 
before committees of the two Houses 
of Parliament relative to the slave trade, 
with illustrations from collateral sources 
of information by a barrister of rhe Middle 
Temple (London: James Ridgway, 1851) 

The destruction of Lagos (London: James 
Ridgway, 1852) 

England's East African policy: articles on 
the relations of England to the Sultan 
of Zanzibar and on the negotiations of 
1873, with general notices concerning 
East African politics and the 
suppression of the slave trade (London: 
Simpkin, Marshall, 1875) 

£9 For a much more detailed bibliography* 
see The African slave trade and its 
suppression: a classified and annotated 
bibliography of books, pamphlets and 
periodical articles by Peter C Hogg (London: 
Frank Cass, 2006} 
























